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A TpuneAL sun, in a pai^tial kcupse, 
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PREFACE. 



A LITTLE freedom is taken with date&in 
the progress of these pages, hut which is not 
of the shghtest in^portance, as the com* 
plexion of the transactions disclosed, is in 
no shape effected by the use of a liberty, 
which all authors, more or less, feel them- 
selves entitled to exercise. 

In order to give the best possible effect, 
persons are sketched, with suitable cha- 
racteristics, to the scenes in which they 
are supposed to move. Many, may pre- 
sume, that certain parties are meant, should 
they by chance identify any fortuitous simili- 
tude between the- characters introduced, 
and those in real life ; but the old motto of 
*^ Hani sait qui maly pense^^ will not be mis- 
applied to such ingenious gentry ; and those 
who may feel that they must be the persons 
alluded to, let them wear their blushing 
honeurs as they list 

It is utteriy impossible, in describing any 
rank of life whatever, to avoids however 
much you may desire, portraying peculi- 
ariti€S and pjursuits of beings of the imagi- 
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nation, tbat pnrffl sot, iii aome degree^ 
correspond with those off existing persons. 
Sq much for the ideal personages who 
fijgw*e hereita.^ 

xhere is one individual, J&owever, whose 
avowed and recorded {mrsuits, are so inter- 
woven with what concerns the best affec- 
tions and interests of high life, that his 
name is at t)nce announced, for doingwhioli 
no apology is necessajr. In the law courts, 
in the list of clubs, in tne Bed and the Blue 
Books, and in ^^the public talk and cen- 
surev'' his name figures very o<Hispicuously, 
so that its introduction bere,^ cannot give 
him greater notoriety than he has already 
attained, Yf t personality is. Once for all, 
denied. The sole purpose is, ^a mdiold a 
system of plunder and robbery wmch is 
abning a aeadlu blow at the fortunes ixf 
the greats — titled and untitled^ old and 
young. 

It will be seen, that the early part of this 
production was traced; just before the de- 
cease of a eqjilendidly-gifted statesman ; yet, 
as it is consifiered that the portion alluded 
to contains observations relating to other 
great men, as well as that much-lamented 
one; in fact, containing only a few fleet- 
ing commentaries upon certain poUtical 
inovements of the period, it was not thought 
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essential to use the pnming Ikmh^ md 
therefore the whole is presented to the pul^ 
Mc as origiiially designed. 

It may possibly be surmised^ that that 
and another subject might have been, judi- 
cicmrfy^ lepped o£ It ought not to be 
overkK>ked» that they are treated as a matr 
ter of private opinion, at a nobleman's ta^ 
ble, and are introduced for the sake of var 
riety, the only excuse that can be alleged. 

To present a true picture of some walks 
of life—^** exposd,^ and not literary lame^ 
being the object in view,^ the effort to de- 
lineate it, appears with all its imperfections, 
^^ all its errors upon its head,*^ but which 
will lie lightly^ provided credit is given for. 
good intent-- ^'^0 bono publico.^ 
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LIFE IN THE WEST. 



CHAPTER I. 



Near the close of June |8— » the Marquis of 
Meadowdale entertained at dinner, vvbich he waa 
often accustomed to do, a {evf select and distin- 
guished friends, at his rolendid mansion in Portman 
Square. The party, besides . the noble naarquis, 
consisted of the Marchioness, the Earl ofUplaiid, 
Lady Eliza Maty Dawn, « their only son and 
daughter) Sir Walter Mortimer, Baronet, and a 
few other ladies and gentlemen, though of some 
note, stiD of no immediate moment to our present 
object, and therefore unnecessary to particularize. 
Nor shall we stop to record what the dinner con- 
sisted of^ or the light conversation that passed over- 
it, as each indivraual was too busily occupied in 
discussing thc^ dainty tiauds with which the table 
abounded to pay much attention to any thing worthy 
to name, which is pretty universally the case at all 
such meals. 
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Soon after the cloth was removed, die lacBesh 
retired to the drawing-room^ but not before a silent^ 
communion of the eyes between the baronet and 
Lady Eliza Mary, more virifying than Ae q)ark-- 
^ling glass of '' clos-de-rougeot*' over which it waa^ 
given. 

The gentlemen were left over the bottle, — a 
practice which the noble marquis still kept up, in* 

Site of ihe fore^n inroad recently introduced to 
s contrary; thinking it a good old English 
custom, where it is not indulged too far. — one 
whose social, friendly, and hospitable appearance 
cheers the heart, unfetters the mind of iorced for- 
mality, impulses an interchange of sentiments, 
displays to view kindred souls, and rents asunder 
the veil which idle fashion and difSdence obscures 
the ingenuous and spontaneous eflusions of the 
heart : — in one word, a man on these occasions feels^ 
himself more easy and at home with himself and 
all around him, than on any other. 

"Well," said the marquis of Meadowdale, ad- 
dressing himself particularly to Sir Walter Mor- 
timer, chamgingtrom trifling sallies that were flying 
about to a subject of national interest, '*what are 
we to think of the recent breaking up of an admin- 
istration whose principles led the country gloriously 
and triumphsMidy through a long and sanguinary 
war, against a mi^ty foe, before whom the great 
powers of the continent bowed, and to whom the 
prosperity of England was as a cancer which, it 
seemed, was either to prove mortal to bis political 
existence, or be eradicated by the total ruin of a^ 
land, th^ mistress of the sea — of nations,^— and 
the enlighteiier of the world ?" 
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"Whatever pretenrfoas," observed Sir Wi^o; * \ 

^* Mr. Canuing and his friends may have to the con* 
£dence of the country, they are by no means ia- * 
^creased by the gross and uncalled-for abuse that has 
beea lavished so unsparingly upon the retirtngminis 
ters ; they are false friends who do it, and it must tend . . 

to injure them. The great and .exalted services, ^ 

though different in character, which two at least ^f 
those personages have rendered their country, 
:ought to have protected them irom such ungene- 
rous attacks, — I mean his Grace the Duke of 
Wellington and the Right Hon. Robert Peel. It is 
too frequently the practice,'* continued Sir v^alterr 
"to allow the tomb^^ close upon admirable 
characters ere their Wrtues or their servioes are 
duly appreciated, a& if, the moment that ended a « i 

b»rilUant career, unloosed the tongue of fame, when ^ 

the mind and heart, whose qualities were the theme 
.of praise, could no longer feel a glow from an 
avowed sense of their merits. But- not so with 
the great Captain of the Age* and the late home [ 

secretary ; the brilliant exploits of the former, and 
the sterling services of the latter, well merit and ' 

receive the gratitude of the country. Mr. Peel, 
tmiting rare and serviceable talentisi, with conscious 
rectitude, unbending integrity, and political con- , 

ftistency, which, mingling with every estimable 
impulse in private life, gave a tone and character 
to the performance of his various and impor|aiit 
\duties, so congenial to the habits and happiness of 
the people— tibe spirit of tb|^ times, and the pros. 

* Since this was written, his Grace the Duke oi WellinrtOA hag 
j-esamccl, much to the satisfaction of the whole countrji tae^ office 
^f commaBder>in-chief. ■ * 
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pei^ity of the empire, that the hearts of ^ are 
penetrated with tde deepest respeot and ^vour ; 
coiiTinoed that the high office in the state he held, 
GOtdd not have devolved to abler or better liands. 
The progress the right honourable gendeman is 
1^ making to ameliorate our jurisprudence and 
render it moi^ consonant with justice and human- 
itf i is at once worthy of the heart to feel its aptitude 
and the *m1nd to conceive its aocomplisnment. 
The* strength of the new administration must be 
weakened, when its advocates seek to uphold it by 
easting odium upon high and distinguislied charac- 
ters like these." 

** Indeed,** added the a^wquis, ** I am quite^ of 
your opinion. The union KK) of certain political 
men, with the party who maintam their stations in 
the cabinet, is, in many instances, unnatural and 
unsubstantiaL Sir Francis Burdett, for instance, 
-— 4be man of the people-^the tmcomprimising 
champion of reform, to be seen seated on a minis- 
ferial bench behind the prime, minister, — ^the tin* 
ed/mpnnMring champion against that measure — was, 
to use an artist*s phrase, a little out of keeping. It 
was a station the honourable baronefs best friends 
wish he never had occupied, and one in which he 
fid not feel hioiself periectly at home, for he soon 
M-oecupied his old seat,*' 

** But will the Catholic clwns be at last 
grafted?'* 

'** Indeed, my lord, I dont believe that the ques- 
tion will be fcpnd to have advanced one step ; nor, 
indeed, do T think it would Be proper diat it should,*' 
repUed Sir Walter. 

** The cdaims of the Catholics at present exclude 
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tb^ tfi^Oii^ and one 6t twoTfiSght offices in thi^ ^yte '> 
tut glrant thciir present Wttnts, would :^thej be cgh^ 
tfeiitf— would thiey $top there ?— No — they ^ovid 
&eu Ui'g^, and wiih great reason, bow upjust that 
Ihe eldest son of the king« if a Catholic, i^ul^ 
not succeed to the throne otliis fore&ther^, because 
of religious principles, when all the subjects of th^ 
reabn, Protestants and Catholics, enjoy priv'deg^, 
immuJlities, and honours in common one with 
another. — I should be sorry to see,'^ pursued the 
baronet, •* however remotely, the chance of our 
having a Catholic set of mmisters-^Catholic influ- 
ence to prevail in. the legislature, and a Catholic 
king, which, in the event of their claims being 
admitted, would undoubtedly occur : — throw down 
the barriers against such a calamity happening to 
the land, and the Protestant ascendancy would not 
last a week, without a reckless and bloody strife 
for its overthrow. Those would cease to be es- 
teemed good Catholics who did not seek to render 
pre-eminent their church, the struggle for which 
would plunge the country into a dreadful convulsion, 
quite shuddering to contemplate, and. fatal to her 
power and glory. Catholicism and despotism go 
band in hand, and are therefore uncongenial with 
our. free and happy constitution. Look to the 
abject state of Spain : really we ought to maintain 
unimpaired every safeguard against the possibility 
of our having a * beloved Ferdinand' to reign over 
us. Look to other Catholic governments: all 
improvements that have taken place in the con- 
stitutions of some of those countries have been 
forced upon them by the * rapid march of intellect! 
since the French revolution. And still do we not 
Vol. L— B 
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see repeated attempts made to defeat the benefitv 
resulting from their improved constitutions, and 
bring them baclc to their former degraded state of 
mental slavery and darkness. The Jesuitical 
attempts recently made to curtail the liberty of the 
press and suppress works of enlightened philoso- 
phy in a Reighbouring country, is a glaring instance 
of that fact. This country hak flourished and 
become what she is, under the Protestant ascen- 
dancy, the mild and benign influence of which has 
assisted essentially to make her the brightest and 
fairest spot upon the globe. Her vast and universal 
charitaole institutions, to meet every unhappy 
casualty of life, from the earliest dawn of infancy 
to the latest period of life, and her extensive semina- 
ries of education have grown under its auspices.* 
Why then risk,'* said Sir Walter with peculiar 
emphasis, " the benefits we enjoy, by admitting 
into power, without control, the,>professors of a 
bigotted religion, upon the mere chance of their 
cherishing and maintaining inviolate a Protestant 
constitution and Protestant institutions, — a proposi- 
tion preposterous to imagine and contrary to all 
past experience ?" 

" But," replied the marquis, *'will liot a con- 
vulsion arise if those claims are not granted ? 
The present quiet attitude the Catholic Associa- 
tion has assuihed, is under the hope that the present 
administration will carry tlie measure." 

" If a contest must arise, my lord," said Sir 
Walter, ** which God forbid, better it should tgike 
place now, when it is easier to contend with such 
a calamity, than when they may have wound them- 
selves into difierent departments of state, when all 
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opposition 'to their dverbeariag principles would 
be paralyzed, weak« and fruitless. Nineteen- 
twentieths of the people of Ireland do not know 
the meanings of the question. The two leading 
demagogut s, one the Hunt, and the other the This^- 
tlewbod of that distracted country, (only possessing [ 
more talents, and therefore capable of more mis- 
chief than those two worthies of Spa-fields renown^) 
will tell you that thpy do; that its knowledge 
mingles, to use something like their own meretri- 
cious and unmeaning tropes, with their mother's 
milk,'|become$ the life-spring of their being, and 
that they are duly sensible that their miseries result 
from their religious disabilities : a sort of language 
of similar weight and import to tlmt held some time 
ago by factious individuals to the mechanics of 
England, who were then in a deplorable state for 
want of employment, respecting the question of 
reform. Among other evils of no mean not*, 
which that lU-fated people — a people alive to the 
best attributes of our nature— groan under, are, 
the grinding thraldom of their priests (a part and 
parcel of their faith); the non-resident men of 
property, who derive their incomes from the soil, 
away from which they spend it, feeling, for the 
major part of them, insecure on their own, and the 
two fire-brands of the association, w^ose extrava- 
gant ^nd forensic eloquence leads the ignorant 
astray, and' is impulsive to cold-blooded murder. 
The motto which one of them has assumed to his 
letters for a long time, alone breathes savagp re* 
fiisiance. * Hereditary bondsmen, know ye not 
that they who would be free, themselves must strike 
theblowf Towhomare they bondsmen? If dieyare 
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^dsme^ at all. theyare bondjknen to ^eir religioiv 
itvA Hs ipiiiisterB* and to evil advisei^; and noi 
bondsmen because &ey ate prechided fircHniUing 
high stations in the government of the cpuntry, and 
sii^g in ^the legislature ; for if that were the test 
to judg^ them bondsmen by, Hunt, Cobbett, and 
others, are bondsmen too, because tiiey don't fill 
places they are wholly unfit for. ' The blood 
curdles in the Veins at the demonii^cal ravings of the 
other conspicuous individual ; * I do not speak to 
the CatholKss of Ireland,* said he, at one of their 
incendiary meetings, *but to the Protestants of 
Ireland. -^ Let them beware— feu/tam fr6m6Zey Isay^ 
lest t&e hand of murder uplifts the latch ef their 
doors f and the shrieks of massacre re-eiJiO mrough 
fAetf halts.* Quite dramatic ! but who does the 
redoubtable orator infer are to commit this indiscri- 
minate butchery among the Protestants ?— why, the 
Catholics of Ireland, ta be sure, v^homhe wudies 
sihould share, to the fullest extent, the powers of 
the British constitution ! If you could credit them, 
^nd the writeri|( vrho fi«pport thcip, they would havB 
you to think that they are looked upon as great 

Satriots of their country ! hey, as Hunt, Doctor 
i^atson, and TPhSstlewood were, who preached 
nearly &e same sanguinary sentiments at Smith- 
field, Spa-fiel|ds, and other places, tojpersons eaually 
out of employ, and starving ; the difference eiasting 
only in the aifestion, universal suffrage then, ana 
Catholic emancipation now. Ireland blecids by 
pretended fi*iends, interested and infatuated. The 
(sxtelit of their patriotism exists in this : they talk 
ibemselves into notoriety, whereby, where they had 
One brief* they now have twenty put into theii? 
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hands, and then tell the world the vast sacrifices 
they make in. behalf of their country. Out, I say/' 
continued Sir Walter, expressively, and with * 
warmth, '' upon such brawlers ! patriots like these 
are always to be found in troubled times, in all 
countries, who make the^ miseries of their land a 
stepping-stone to fame and fortune. Instead of 
exercising what influence they may possess, to 
preach peace and quietude, ancf endeavour to 
suppress excited and rancorous feelings, whereby 
they might show themselves worthy of the boon that 
is asked, they strive to madden and inflame the 
passions of the ignorant, to a pitch of outrage and 
rebellion— of frenzy, and barbarous assassination ; 
and render them, thereby, unfit to participate in 
powers they would wield but to abuse" 

The noble marquis was opening his lips to make 
some comments on the nervous sentiments so Vividly 
expressed by the baronet, when the conversation 
was put an end to by the entrance of the footman, 
to announce that tea and coflFee vy^ere being served 
in the drawing-room, and that the ladies required 
the presence of the gentlemen. 

The summons was instantly obeyed by Sir 
Walter Mortimer, with infinke^ satisfaction, as 
nothing to him was more pleasing than the society 
of ladies of high refinement, accomplishments, wit, 
and beauty ; and more especially, as he would join 
one, who the silent throbbing of his heart when he 
thought of, or approached, told him was far other- 
wise than indifferent to its dearest and choicest 
affections. 

The gentlemen joined the ladies with spirits 
somewhat heavy and thoughtful, which a subject 
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dazzle, the heart only yields its nature to the pla^ 
simple ballads, romances; and fantasias, which, 
breathing nature, soothes the wild and sportive fancy 
into a soA and heavenly repose/* 

'' Indeed, my lord," remarked the baronet, '' the 
exquisite singing and playiiig of Lady Eliza have 
reduced my feelings to the situation you so truly 
describe. There are times when the mind, re- 
lieved from its cares and imaginative wanderings, 
is draWn from itself, and is only alive to the^ hap- 
piest emotions. 1 am now thus influenced ; and 
oh, that I could command for ever,'* casting a look 
to Lady Eliza which spoke the intensity of his 
satisfaction, "the pleasure of this moment.'* 

A,T08j flush, accompanied with a smile of sweet- 
ness, eradiated the face of her ladyship, as she ex- 
pressed her own happiness at being in any way 
instrumental to the joys of her friends. 

What an interchange of soul there is in a look ! 
what heartfelt delight is experienced in watching, 
seeing, acknowledging and returning a glance in 
which you read the pure, honest, and unsophistica- 
ted sentiments of the heart. Such were the pleasu- 
rable sensations entertained by Lady Eliza Mary 
Dawn and Sir Walter Mortimer, as these silent 
and inspiring salutations passed between them. 

At eleven o'clock a table was laid out with rare 
and choice fruits, wine, liqueurs, from ** eau de 
vie de Danzig" to "ratafia," and every variety of 
biscuits — a slight and wholesome repast^ At twelve 
the carriages werfe ordered to the door, when the' 
guests departed, highly gratified with the hospitality 
of their entertainment, and the unassuming, pleas- 
ing, and urbane deporttnent of their noble hosts 
and amiable family. 






CHAPTER ir. 

It is now necessary to make our readers fur- 
ther acquainted with the personages who have 
been introduced to their notice in the previous 
chapter. 

The Marquis of Meadowdale was at once the 
accomplished scholar, the politician, the high'* 
minded, but kindly-hearted^ nobleman,, possessmg 
a stock of affection (which Sterne has beautifully 
described), seeking objects wherewith to entwine 
itself about. The noble marquis doated on his 
lady, whom he married towards the close of his 
" spring" of life ; dearly loved his children, was a 
warm-hearted friend, and a considerate landloid ; 
united the elegances with the ease and comforts 
of life. When a young man, his lordship never 
tortured bimself with any fastidiousness of fashion 
either bodily or mental, and therefore was the 
master, and not the child of circumstances. In 
the House of Commons, as Earl of Upland, he 
was the feeHng advocate for the people, and the 
upholder of good government. His lordship 
always recommended mild and conciliatory mea- 
sures, whenever any class of mechanics yr€re 
thrown out of employ and starving; and he 
looked uppn those persons with the deepest indig- 
nation, and as enemies to their country, who could 
goad oii the passions of such unfortunates to out* 
rage . and resistance to anthoiity, trhen they bad 
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much more reason to be obedient to it, &§ the onlj 
means by which their unhappy condition might be 
improved. His lordship considered the conduct 
of those who led the starving manufacturers of this 
country^ some few years ago, from place to place, 
away n'om their families and their homes, to hear 
their itinerant trash, as wicked, base, and cruel in 
the extreme. The noble marquis now seldom 
essayed in public life, his greatest enjoyment being 
centered in his home. 

/ The Marchioness of Meadowdale was now in 
the decay of that .beauty which first won the at- 
tention of the marquis; but the amiability and 
sweetness of her disposition, which had confirmed 
his attachment, still remained uiympaired. Her 
ladyship was all happiness in the society of her 
small family circle, which she liked at times to see 
increased by the presence of a few deserving 
friends. She never approved of those large as* 
semblies which from the variety of characters 
and costume, and the crushing that attends them, 
corresponded, her ladyship thought, very nearly 
with the idea she had formed of a masquerade, 
l^er ladyship, therefore, was generally absent 
from large routes and balls, and sought a more sub- 
stantial pleasure in the bosom of her happy family. 
The drawing-room is the sphere in which a 
wpman is calculated to shine, more than in any 
other ; but Lady Eliza Mary Dawn was so highly 
embellished by nature and cultivation, as would 
make her an object of interest and attraction in 
all relations of life. Her ladyship was rather 
above the common height, of the most exquisite 
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proportions, with a' waist extremely unique and 
tound. 

. / 

^5 What pen, what pencil, what art ean trace 
That form, that &ee, that loreliiieM and graot ? 
That witcninf( fomi. clad in drap'ry white, 
Seems banting fortn to the raptor^ sight. 
Like the sun, in milky cloads befaced. 
Beaming mom, and with yonng day ia graced." 

Her eyes were dark blue and full, surmounted 
with a brow rather dark, finely archejd, and em- 
mossed in long silken lashes, through which they 
flashed the mildest and purest beams of unassum- 
ing modesty, tenderness, intelligence, and love. 

'< Thote meltine blae eyea in circles white, 
With looks of love shining ever bright, 
Around each lid, move in soft light. 
As silver moon on a cloudless night ; 
Two beauteous orbs, in whose rays yon 'U find 
Flourish all the seasons of the mind : 
Hnpe, bliss, joy, and dread, in torn do reian. 
But shed a summer to the faTOur'd swain*'" 

The fascinations of her smiles are indescrib- 
able : on edch side ot her fair cbeek, a deep but 
small dimple piajfed in them, the effect of which 
was greatly heightened by the curling of the upper 
lip, which, as well as its under companion, was a 
little pouting, and arched with a fineness of out- 
line that nature alone could equal. The bright 
ruby texture of both was of the most luxurious 
contrast with the delicate whiteness of the skin 
that skirted them. Her cheek 
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— " flowers rare 
Seem.t' have laid their richest tints on there, 
Mingling so aptly their colours bright. 
White bloom rests on pink, and pink on white, 



V4tM(tl]s»:tiMtwiiidiof jMlleMra^i . 

, SMittiy, •dnlablow the downy blpom vwtSjJ^ 

Her teeth were of great beauty 

« Tht lip MWil ed, wboi gioMy teeth loch 
Fair a« U&M diff M iBti|mlh« bii09k^ 
Fortreai of the toagoe^ wbotei eiliwr Imwi," Ae. 

Her chin was small and round, with a slight 
bhisfa of light pink upon its summit. Her high 
and polished forehead waff partly overshadowed 
hy4ongy fine, dark, luxuriant auburn tresses, con- 
fined a Kttle near the temples, but allowed to iliil 
wildly by the sides of two pretty little ears, and 
which every movement of the head, or passing 
breeze would throw into some new fantastical 
form, and vary the gpolden hue of each ringlet, as 
it gracefully fell to find a resting place about the 
well-rounded shoulders, or on the most lovely, 
snowy, and glossy bosom ever beheld. 

" Their skia traiMpareiit, and gloBty fair, 
As their milJc had creamed in circle there ;" 

and the small blue veins branching down like the 
fibres of a leaf, or the inlets of a river, seemed 
ready to gush through the delicate texture of the 
skin that confined them, which, though covered 
with richly worked muslin, could not escape the 
eye of a lover. Her ladyship appeared to have 
been formed in a mould, combining all the excel- 
lencies which dame Nature, in her vagaries, had 
hitherto dispersed over the female part of the 
creation. Nor was she less gifted in her mind 
than in her person ; but blessed with a lively ca- 
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te th0l)ar6tofetey, toda fonuhe of 15,00W. )a jTe^, 
by iixh de^ ortii$ dtli^te* t^ir iSoflfrey Mortitt»ir. 
Vp(^ BtiiUl^k; i^k ^^te6 at thtfotd tritfa htnaoifr 
^ad ctm, lie b61 adieu to tiid "tietoved ft&er tf0d 
mother, of wi4dmte1*^«ttilWytS5iid,)j^ 
It was destined he ifse^t' dft^Y'vitis'tb'behb^ugaiiH 
mey dyihg ih his abS^ce, t^ilh a1iea^y,fl1id^8ift 
ilrduld ai^^ar/ia 6adibiteb<^ingliem Yet t^ 
a breWt s^felRiag l^ith die ^ufttotf pride l^bich % 
'^butog, fiii^aiue, tod ebivalrdtis liiind boUld toW 
Tailtb be iiijurfe'dj by the gloWhig thougtfts bf 
4idingf to niainiaiD, bii a fbi^eigli^^bil, fli'e hotiollr 
i«id |ldiry of hfe toUMry agdii6t ter foes ; lawi 
fceaiiM^ftle Wfiid bariti6r of ttee — — 1r€^jmi6ttt bf 
Fbot 6a$r^^^^ naiAes of thaily a hafd-fbug^bt, 
blodMnU glorious bsLttle, in which it had digr 
tiagUSlip ftself, recorded upbn its ^atitfg foti^, 
the aigbt of which nia'kes die hearts of all/ from 
'tiQC6^Q^Ad}/ifhlo the drtimmer,b^atVith feelings 
of tbe HveRest Iriuioph, and is impulsive to fresh 
deeds pf reBbwn. Tfee French in the Peninistite 
contciiaed, inVJh by Itich, agaiiiSt the British, b(it 
at length Wj6re driven acrosis the Pyrenees, and the 
glory of that Idng^'and'saDgmnar^ war was fii|fi% 
crowned by a sigiial vktoiy obtained ovei* tbem 
upon their own soil, ^he gteat and for-evfer- 
tnembrable battle of Waterloo subsequefiifly tif^lc 
.place, and g^ve tepbse to the sbattered cotintri06 
of Eurb^. lliat <^elebrated battle was ad dedsi ve 
in its important results, as It Was chai^tferi^c of 
4;hat cool, patient, and invincible codrfige thut 
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, but i^h wipmfe n^w^ 86, 




iiever more, coiyiEpSKipasIy ^^^ed^ 
aHke ennobled t|ie whple bol^^^ the'||^ 
meritorious ai^J imoiQiEtal lead^l^9:aQd the CQUntrj' 
that claims the heroes for Iji^r own. Walter 
Mortioier distinguished turt^eU* in ^11 the actions 
in which his regiment had b^en engaged, never 
beipg absent from his duty. Two sabre ci||:^ an^4 
One bayonet wound bear hQUQurabie testiipony to 
the el^se warfare he had <^ share his p9ft ip. On 
the retorn o/ the arrny to England^ he went ou 
ba^-pay as^a Ueutenant-coloAel^ where he stall 
7eiai|fitlQ& About a year before tlie battle of Orthes> 
he received the melancholy news of the suddei]| 
dfiai^ of hi^ father, who expired iii a fi^ ^^ SQon 
after that of his dear mother, of whoin. he was 
dosdingly fond^ and who survived Eer husband only 
a fewr weeks.^^ The colonel's father was the 
secoi^d son pf Sir George Mortimer, t|^t^nth 
b^onpt o^he sanoie naipe^ of Mortimer {^^f^n old 
ntati^onrlpl^he borders of Scotland^, who Wfihim 
an j^^oRie of 1300?. a year, which was afterwitrdi^ 
enjoyed by l^ widow, and then devolved to 
"Wu^l which, besides bis half-piay, ws^ the 
ext^^ of \)JA incpme till the death of his uncle^ 
who, dyii^ without issue, gave him the old family 
title and ita^l^iilicely estate* Colonel Mortimer 
on " comix)^ upon the toii^n," as the phrase is; was 
of a kind, open, and unsuspecting naturesi little 
acquitted with the chicaneries and frauds of We, 
and ^Iwa^ys. looked upon the fairest side of human 
trjg^nsactioMi tlQ his miU|ag^ apij^uaintances, Sfpme 
of whom bwng ruined by the gs^nping-houses of 
Pari^ -Wtdf % yice? o| that lively, vplataie^ aiid: 
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dangercmi metropolis, 'a^ "dftai^^lpD^)!^ Lr 
similar pursuits in London, had beemie complete 
" men of the town," living by their wits, tau^t 
iiim to look on both sides of the picture, and viQ^^^ 
with a scrutinizing eye, the springs to action of 
the 'Common occurrences of life. 

At this time, many a ruined gambler and casual 
person, who happened to cross his path, had to 
thank him for the means of satisfying the cravings 
af hunger. Some of his acquaintances practised 
deeply upon his credulity, which, together with 
the information he obtained from |^me to time, 
from persoils whose company he purposely fell 
into, and whose reckless confidence was often 
given, when they wanted to « borrow" of hiib a 
crown or so, gave him such a clear insight into 
certain transactiops of the world, that enabled 
him, ultima^tely, to disrobe them of their false ap^ 
pea:rances, and view them in theirjproper colours. 

In order to be still more familiar «vitb**men, 
manners, and actions, he mingled, froiga time to 
time w|]th persons in all the walks o/We, from- 
the noblemen at Stevens's, in Bond 6treet| down 
to the \mt^v» of " Offley's" in H^rietta Street, 
and the ** Cyder Cellar" in Maiden Lane. Frpm^ 
most of jthe former he saw what riches exposed 
them tc, and from some of the latter, he learned 4he 
meatus and manoeuvres ^at were put in practice 
to plunder the inexperienced and the tmwary, 
who might fall in their way. 

His rank, fortune, gentlemanly and elegant 
manners, his fine dark handsome face and form of 
symmetry, hb extensive information and knowledge 
of the world, insured liim a hearty welcome to 
(he society of the high, lirbite bis quieti tniassu* 
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#7» for the most ffffi put 0n fpr t&e OQcaiiis^ 
^ra^ciie4 the qcm^^c^ (K th^ WQr4 i;p^y be 
a}lowed,) pf ll^ lo#. Quaffing ie^ ebaimpagn^ 
qjid c]ai^t 1^ Stevens's af om tiiaa, and thqai pr<K 
ceeding 00 through m^rj vm^ w^en^^'pym te^ 
tiie fiCQokjng a s^gar au4 taking bi& *^go'' oif 
br£^dy, Wcflch rabbit, and <^ nip" of al!», at certaiB, 
ptaqes ffiBOOUs ior such ^ut»Tt^imnt ; at aiiptb^tv 
tb^ coIoQj^l had tbe widest ra^ige wbereby to lay 
ma store of n$f|ii|knoif]edg9 ^ybichan^nl^teii^d^ 
w&)I^Tegi;)a^4 inind like bis could wish for ; no 
practice y^We ^jftrcejy but what he thus became 
Intimately ncquai^ted with, v 

The M^rqiiis of Me^tdo wdala bad a) ways evinced 
a great partiality far the society of Mortimer^. 
jDrem the time of their first meeting in an anti« 
room of " les TuiUeries," during the reign of Loins^ 
fttbe iEtightc^enth, an^ l^s lorcblup'a house ever aftfr 
was ppep to bis vtsitsu Tbe noble marquis^ bei^des 
sfiBking bis own immediate personal gratification 
in tl^ entertaining company of the barofie^ wae^ 
very desirous of giving his son? the Earl of IJp)andt 
sdl tbe^a4vantages of sueh a demrable connectioia. 

The Straight fytw^xiii manly and upr'^bt comf^ 
mentarie? up^n pa$sing events, ivbich wp^e <^ ever 
and . ^^orf? fatting from the lips of Sir Walter 
j^timer, oould not Mi td be entertaining and 
instructive to any m^* bi*t more qspecialjy to # 
yiOi^Dg nobleman li|U)e Wa^f^ npQn the ws^ pf 
mea pf unsteady notioni^ and who iFas destined 
sooner or Viitertp inh^t a h%b tyidje and70,Q9p|. ^ 
year'~2»i pl^et ever snrrowd^ by the b«ei^lei$s 
t^nptations and knavery of the wprl4 . 
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sir Walter Mortimer now was by no ineaxu; alt 
unsuitable match for Lady Eliza : ^e openi% 
charms of tins angelic creature be had beheld in 
silence, but with feelings of the tender^t respect^ 
bordering upon reverence. He felt sure of meet-* 
ing with no bar to his affection with the heads of 
her ladyship's family ; his deep anxiety had arisen 
from the doubt wheflier he possessed pretensions 
sufficient to awaken a corresponding sentiment in 
a. being of su'ch rare beauty and virtoie. The 
baronet had been a constant visiter in Portmat)^ 
Square, and had passed months with the noble 
family at their ancient castle in the principality of 
Wales, situated in the most jucturesque and ro- 
mantic part of that wild and mountainous country. 
He, therefore, had a thousand opportunities of 
unfolding his manly and amiable disposition, wfatdit 
had not passed unremarked with some interest by 
Lady Eltza. His good temper was ever shining># 
forth, and never obscdred but by the clouds tl^ 
evil minds of others raised before its facie. In 
the many conversations he had had in the presence 
of and with her ladyship, he pleased himself with 
the idea that his sentiments appeared to agree with 
hers, and that the smile of welcome which always 
greeted him on his appearance, became of a 
deeper and a more intelligent character. Infacti 
the hearts of these two amiaUe persons began to 
throb with the liveliest affection, and feel that ^eir 
bliss would be mutually secured by promoting the 
happiness of each other, though they were as yet 
not sensible of Ifiie full extent these souUinspjlrmg 
emotions between two real lovers had takoi root 
in tbdr breaata. 
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CHAPTER HI. 






XJftimiig <*i8 ^ madton'f and ntiir ^ of 9tftttj &r tk« e«Sji of 
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Tkli Marqtiis €^f Meadowdale and Ladj Eliz^ 
were copying their afternoon's ride abdttt the 
parfe accompanied by Sir WaIfiE#Mdrtirrier, and 
iRi^hen winding roand by the statue of AehiUei^ 
frdm. tbe-tiew roadb^ the Berpentine River, which 
teads to 'tiie bretty l^iidge tibati^eparates itiyde 
Park from JLensisiigton Gardens, the party came 
snddenlyinvfew of a cluster of horsemen, for the 
maioa" j^tn^ ^^sportin^^ noj^ji^men 

l*iM& day was hot, which they appeared to feet, 
£3r scarcely one of them sat Ms mrse properly; 
two or thtee were Amounted and resting their 
arms drei^ die saddles ; some were leaning upon 
tl^ir elbowi upon tibe backs of their steeds ; one 
had his knee upon the saddle, and suppcttted his 
teg with bis hand ; another was seated otponlus 
horse^ )&e a boy upon a bench, with bcHhlegs coi 
ime side ; two others had^urown their feet out ol 
their stirtispi, and their 1^ were carelessif dang* 
Ibig by the sides of their RaseiMttte% Bke thc^ 
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members of a Ghiy Fawkes ovet a p(de,aBif i3iej^ 
did not appertain to their bodies. 

There was nothing remarkable to distinguish 
the Testy excepting that Lord Upland was of the 
number, who, upon seeing the tria approacfay 
immediately clapped f^rs to bis horse and joined 
them. 

His lordship had no sooner left them than he 
immediately became the subject of conversation, 
mUch is always the case with every new candidate 
in the arena of fashionable life, or in any other 
grade of society. 

Honourable George Foppery — in a drawling 
affected manner, at the same time taking a se^ar ^ 
ease out of one pocket and a gold^mounted pbos« 3 
phorpus box &xd matches out of another, from 
which he took a segar " perfume a la rose,''-^ 
<< Who ^ de-veal, Oaks, is that fel-lowe jual 
rode off1-^Egfyd» my lord, be sits his boi^^ ^^^* 
strously well.** 

Lord Oaks.—" P^-n me if I know, Gteorge, 
but he has j(|/»t joined the Marquis pf Afteadow-^ 
dale, a thundering rich old buck :«-^but here'6 
Fri^, who knows eveiy body and every thing, 
and will tell you to a gmuea the riches of a man 
with as much facility as he can count the few 
sluUings that ^ngle la bis own coat pQ^t.f^ji 
say, Frisky, who is that young spi^k just MW 
flqpeaking to Captain Weltdone ?" 

Mr« Friske. (Mr. FHske is remark^ for af 
smart smattering of the brc^ue^*^** H« e? Ihe 
Arl of Upland, the a}de«t son of the Mai^s ^ 
Madowdide, irhose proparfy lays in ah&ost 
wmtj of Aja^^K^M pj J-*^ 107 loi^i I 




tfai^ did btnr gathefid to his foi^ftiherdi aAd tdti 
and I had to diYide hi^proparty betwane tis.** — 
The bare idea gave Friake a mcmnentafy^feeUiig 
of delight, which passed away as soon as it arose, 
for it was accompanied with an halHtual action of 
the right arm, wbich turned the right flap of his 
surtout round to the left, and the rattling of the 
small stock of money in the pocket whispered to 
him how acceptable some addition to his income 
would be. 

Lord Oaks.— "Is he fond of racing?-— dQCS 
his lordship play?" 

Mr- Pri^fee. — ^*<Flay, my lord,— ah! ahl ah I — 
you said phv, I think. O yas, my lord, heh plays^ 
butit ejz witn his mother's lap dog, if heh plays at 
arl. If it ez bait you mane, I never hmrd of it, 
, Heh has not long arrived from abroad, and ez 
constantly with hez family, who are as* united as 
&o manypaze in a pod.'* ^' 

Lord St. Ledger^" The continent! the^erf- 
hot bed for making^ sporting* men. It was where 
I first got a taste to sport my money. ^I have no 
dcMibtthat we shall soon see 'Lord Upland's b. t 
^ Jessy, by Cavannah out of Queen Dolly/ in the 
nomination list for the Derby Stakes ; and the 
neyt season his lordship wil^^exbibit himself at 
* Crockford's.*— Egftd I like^o see the moftey* 

fly-'' "• .- 

Hon. ^. Foppery, (sending forth a voluj^e of 
smoke, as if his throat was a small volcano)^*^ 
« Qpregady that you do, my lord, and id have the 
fingering of some of it as wilt — ah! ah! ahl I 
do declare I shall never forget iiaving to pav your 
lordship thirty*five hundred pounds upon ue last 
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Lord St. Ledger. — ^ Tqu were d->Ml uoluckj^ 
tnily»" (puttiiig oa an arch look, and makmg a 
i^ow of feelifig for hia podcet-book in the bi^east 
ol hia ooalO i ** probably you woidd like lo baarie^ 
the money heck, fteorgy. H« f be ! he If* 

Hon. 6; Foppery- — «0 4eair me, no. Be» 
stdes» you Ve not m earwftt* *Poft my ho^outv 
though, I should like to win it back of you^ foir 
tlie credit saket.'^. 

Lord St. Ledger. — "The devil doubt yoii* 
Ctam th«ii» Qe<»^) I 'B giire jiqu^ a cbancei. l 'm 
not lull fof the St. Lodgor; I'll takeyonr elevex£ 
to one, in hundreds^ against Spider.*^ 

Hon. G. Foppery.—" I hate betting long odds ; 
I do declare I will never bet them agam. But I % 
tell you whft4t I 'U do ; I HI bet you? lordsfaipi 9% 
even thousand the fipst favouriite against the aeeofi^ 
for the * Derby.' *^ 

Lord St Ledger, (looking %t ^e betting list 
which he always had with bim.)-^" No, dr---me,^ 
that wont do ; you want to have the best oi me, 
Georgy. The odds for the first favourite su*et 
eight to one, tad for the second nine and a hajf 
to due. Now I '11 <|kb:e your nine hund^^ an4ja 
Ijfi}^ to eight, the first again^ the second." 

Hon. G. Foppery, (pausing for a moment.)-^. 
** Let me se e ' ^ ■' No bet, my lord, no het." And 
amray he rode off> scenting the air with pis segi^^ 
and leaving bei^nd him a stream of smoke ^i 
put one kx mioyd of dMeam packet 

Wh^t the honovirable gentlemaa ws^ iairly out 
of aighti Lord Oaks drew Lord St^ Ljc^r^part 
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ifiij did n't you take 

"^ mils ^ditf ift. LiB%er kmw fuA wdl, #Ubb 
^^miiSimi^ lAftdeialkis 




and the other noble lord knew it to be to(>ff9ali% 

e«^, "^ lIM^fNg^^ iie iflajsbt«n^l«2«f. 

t ?ifciA ine^t%hi>iit ^AIfia«%rk'8 on 'Wediwsday, J 
4ii^ '^, iv^em f «kaH 4»66 wkat J ^oamaiiite:^ 






which dispersed the fasfaion&bfes/DVFho JSew in: ^ 
^dlrei^tioiis* 
We i$haB ti(m ^n^ooe^ to^ve smie idea tC^^ 

iHotiee^ ^^shiHHake ^bem kt^e iotti]^ it^ 
^api^if^ed*. The B^o^^^k^ifge Fo|i|)ia7» die bito- 
ther of the 'Earl of Seaton, wei a>good beacted 
ii^ow, but pocises&k]^ liltle or no aense 10 l^ide^ 
Mm. lite '&d scarcely ac(}uired%^kn 
how to^fmj$|[tdsoi«^la^ 
istrott lb 1^6 a B6(te:^ptt^in<m. As be saya bim- 
self, *^^l^'iA^ ^tfience df «tt ekgwce to speik 
' the Eb^^ >^^|Me ni^ie^ mi pcf^jf 
this fei^b^ eaased fikn generally to gire a sort i>f 
catfaedi'al dbant to Ms words. He was ntm 
>twenty«^fe§ years of «^,im^ and focrfish. 

He had just c<»ne to a^rtiine^f1^00Q2»|i^ar, 
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. :9e wi«^ft JGDeinbec of Bmekm^-mm^^^ 
mently of 4< Croekferd's/' where ie lUi^pil^ 
file ttta<6 of JdiM thoii8i»ids^^^to 
iuuBerdy and i& priyate play, at the same fliiltit 
f^Eoartd." A lev days, before tI4% be batl wM 
ob^edi^ fMe^ 10,010^ ilii^t thelossea Jb 
bad sttstakied on the tiirf e^milhat cejef^rat^ 

On bis property devolving to biin* he wto 1^ 
mecBately anrrounded by a ateamif of 8p<Mi% 
.ioett8t8r>i*>«^ race of creatures who buzz aboiit 
ev^ sprig of fortune,, seeking some vulnerable 
parti on. winch to make a lodgment, and then 
pounce upon k and stick to it ^l they *^ ble^d^^ 
their victims to death, or as, long as they can 
^< draw" U)ein c^|i pound. 

Their Ihmillar^ d^ominatibns are ^Uegs^^^ 
^^ Greeks/' « sporting men," and "of the ring;^ 
terms synpnyraoua wtth « black Icgg," a set <i^ 
titled and untitled worthies well practised in aU 
the secrets of leg-ism,-^a science of chicanery 
and fraud, by which its votaries are taught the 
mode of enriching themselves by impoverishing 
others. Mimvy of these have fallen by the practices 
tfiey now pursue to raise themselves again ; but 
most never possessed any thing on the onset but 
tbdr wite^ by winch they^a^wbe€n gabled to 
continue with impunity a npEless, heai^ess, and 
undeviating course of knav^, to the amassment 
of vast fortunes, and to the blighting of the bright 
prospects and total undoing of youth, and^ to the 
mim^jBbOl masiy wor&y and iipi^ht families. 



''■■*-■. 



.m^fSt*: 





ay 



Baran Oaks wa« ^ ttiift period far advanced ia 
years. In early youth, his lordship possessed a 
princely patriflaaay which bad been dissipated by 
every foHy. His lordship had i)een deeply taken 
in at private play and on the turf, and at leofpfli 
was plunged iaio severe difficulties, amid which 
he never lost his spirits : as a proof, whes hfe 
lordship, in consequence, was enduring the sevenkt 
privations, not knowing how to put off a duii, 
or send for his horse, in fear of its being detained 
for its keep, he wrote the following amusing epistle 
to an intimate friend : 



"DearB. 
^^The butcher and baker will stand it no 
longer, so come and dine with me off venson and 
turtle. 

" Yours faithfully, 

"Oaks.'' 

Experience and a few hints from a " knowing^ 
friend, to whom in his prosperity he had been 
kind, convinced him that there must be " a way" 
to bet with, a certainty of winning. His lordship 
therefore, however much in public he avoided, in 
private he sought the company of professed 
♦* Greeks," from whom he learned what was going 
on in races, in fights^ in pigeon matches,in short 
in matches of all kinds that were got up for rob* 
biery and plunder. His lordship made the best use 
of the infprmation he thus obtJained, and betted,, 
to the extent he could, for the coming off of a 
match in a certain way. 

His lordship also crtmt, under the rose, into a 

Vol. I.— D 
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common gammg*bou8e concern, in coniancfion 
with an honourable colonel, the brother of an earl 
who derivcB his title from an insular bland, and a 
French party. This "hell" soon closed under 
the apprehension of indictmeYits from ruined men. 
The honourable colonel went abroad, but Lord 
Oaks, who felt secure, remained behind, and 
there is no doubt, that his lordship, is now a party 
behind the curtain, together with Lord Fuss and 
a certain sporting marquis, in the great *^ hell," 
called «< Crockford's Club," in St. Jameses Street. 
Mr. Patrick Friske, as bis Christian name de- 
notes, was an Irishman. He was well known at 
the billiard and hazard tables of Dublin. He had 
acquired great adroitness in the use of dice and 
cards, and was handy on many occasions to Lord 
Hulse, an Irish << Greek," in the " landing," i. e. 
plundering of flats. 

In these transactions, of course, he had his 
" whack," to use bis own phrase, by which he lived, 
for his income was little or nothing besides. 

He came to England under the auspices of Lord 
Hulse, and, to the asfonishment of every body, 
was made soon after an M. P. He was dreadfully 
puzzled to show the necessary qualifications for 
an M. P., and was greatly put to bis wits at times, 
to keep up appearances suitably to the station he 
filled. ** Flats" don't fall so abundantly or so , 
easily as they were wont to do into the various 
snares spread to despoil them ; the world is getting 
a little more awake to such doings. 

When he made a " hit," he immediately paid 
off what bills he could, and left the major part of 
what remained at home safely locked up. He 
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^ Would bring out with him ^ pound or two, with 
some silver, which he put Into his coat pocket, 
and would draw it out from thence with great 
ostentation when he paid tavern bills, &c., thinking 
it evinced an indifference about money, which 
would deceive people into the belief that be must 
be a person of great property. 

He was a lively, vivacious, and pleasant com* 
panion, but of rather uncultivated manners. 
When he was much excited, he sang a line or two 
of a song so apt to the occasion, that he often 
produced a roar of laughter. His eye was dark 
and vivid, bis complexion swarthy, assumed, it is 
supposed, to avoid recognition from his pld billiard- 
room acquaintances, which might have proved a 
little awkward. He used to undergo the operation 
of tanning about once a week, which occupied 
some hours in the performance. 

On one occasion, while he was thus detained at 
home, he was much wanted at a certain hptel in 
Bond Street, there being expected " a good thing*' 
in the wind. " Where .the devil is Friske?*' ex- 
claimed one of . the party. — "01 paddy is 
< dying.*" said Lord Hulse with mock gravity. — 
" Poor Priske T' added the other, taking literally 
what* was said, "his friskish days are then over : 
alas ! poor Priske, he was a merry fellow." — 
" Ah ! ah ! ah !*' rejoined Lord Hulse, « he * dies' 
every week, his time was come, for he looked 
very pale last night at the opera, but he will soon 
reappear like a vampire, but as dark as a Mulatto, 
-he! he! he!" 

On his arrival in England and becoming an M. 
P., his noble patron gave him a few necessary 
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imts; ^vFriske^'^ said bis lordship, atte erehing'^ 

when thej bad been dining "tete-a-tete" at- 'b ^ 

hotel in Bond Street, and had nearly despatched 
thtt second bottle of claret, << FrisJce, I always 
took you to be a d — d clever fellow, or I would 
not have patronized you ; but excuse me, my dear 
Friske, you wan^ a little polish, and a more inti'- 
mate knowledge how society is constituted here, 
which differs materially from what you may suppose 
by your English acquaintances in Ireland. 

*^ Your name is to be found in the list of Mem- 
bers of Parliament in the Court Guide, but that is 
not sufficient. It is also necessary it should appear 
in the body of the book, * Patrick Friske, Esq. 
M. P.y No. so and so in some fashionable street, 
or at a first-rate hotel, where inquiries will be 
answered satisfactorily ; and of some park, hall, - 
&c. near an obscure place in some distant county, 
too xemote for any inquiry to be easily made, 
whether such a place exists or not.' Your recep- 
tion into what is called good company will be 
secured, and no one will be ashamed of introdu- 
cing you ; they can refer triumphantly to the 
Court Guide, as a proof of the respectability of 
the introduction. 

" Then cause your name to be inserted in the 
fashionable papers, among the list of fashionable • 
arrivals and departures, thus : * Patrick Friske, 
Esq. M. P,i at his house —— , from his seat — — : 
or, Patrick Friske, Esq. M, P., from his house . 

— — > to his seat ,* all this will work its way 

and have due weight. 

^* Your range for picking up a flat will be grea,t 
and suspicion at a fault. 



" Of ftll things, my dear Friskc, provide your- 
self with a handsome 'snnff- box, and keep it well 

• filled with Pontet'ftbest mixture. In good society 
ever and anon produce it, and if its appearance 
don't invite a request for a pinch, offer one ; it is 
an act of kindness which .leads to conversation, 
impulses a return of civility, and inspires confi- 
dence. Some of the best flats have been caught 
by these means Smile graciously upon a pro- 
bable flat, talk to him of the opera-^Almack'is — 
the park — hunting — coursing — shooting — racing ; 
praise his horses—dogs— the build of his clothes ; 
in the discussion of one subject or the other, he 
will be sure to show a weak point — his hobby- 
horse ; gratify him in it, and never contradict 
Irim, it is the worst judgment in the world, and 
has been the cause of losing many a good flat. 

" Attend to these, things, my dear Friske, and 
a few other essentials which will naturally present 
themselves to your notice, and I pronounce you- 
will make, together with the knowledge you pos- 
sess of packing, shufStng, and slipping the cards, 
and landing the dice,, one of the finest Greeks 
ubout town^ and we may anticipate making aa 
abundant harvest next season.*^ 

Earl St. Ledger, like Baron Oiks, was ad-^ 
vanced in years, and his^ lordship^s career had 
been veiry much the &ame, excepting that his lord- 
ship had had the first acquaintances of the land^ 
and had never beea engaged in a common gaming, 
house. 

His lordship had lost a large fortune in his early 
days to the ** knowing ones," and now, like many 

, others similarly taught, wielded the same powers^ 
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by which it was impaired, to gain' back another, 
in which pursuit he succeeded beyond 'his most 
sanguine expectations. 

Captain Welldone had been in the army. He 
lost largely at Paris^ and, finally, his last shilling 
in London. His commission was disposed of, the 
purchase- money for wHich lasted just one week. 
Soon after he was arrested for -debt, and confined 
for six months in th^ rules of the Bench. He 
there got acqusunted with a certain gaming-house 
keeper, under sentence of the Court of King's 
Bench, to whom he had lost some money, who, 
taking a fancy to him, showed him what could be 
done with cards, dice, &c. and made him a clever 
^< Greek." He turned round from being a dupe 
to be a duper, and made out by <<6reeking" a 
good livelihood. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The Marquis of Meadowdale was'uneasj and 
displeased at seeing his son, Lord Upland^ in the 
company of the personages just mentioned, not 
being aware that they were all strangers to the 
young lord, except Captain Weildone. 

The noble marquis himself was but little im« 
pressed with their real characters and pr^ctices^ 
otherwise than that they were well' known to be 
^* sporting-men,"*^ whom his lordship considered 
not fit society for his son. 

On the return of the family party to Portman 
Square, after assisting Lady Eliza to tiligbt from 
her horse, and handing her ladyship to the draw- 
ing-room to the marchioness, who had been out 
in the carriage all the morning shopping, the 
baronet bowed his leave, and was on the point of 
mounting his horse in order to meet a tavern 
party, when the mar^juis expressed the pleasure 
lie should feel by his staying to dine. 

The invitation was given in a tone expressive 
of the great desire of the marquis thai it should 
be complied with. Sir Walter, therefore, de^ 
patched his groom with a note of excuse to bis 
tavern friends. 

It was not from any particular desire to go, 
that he made a movement to leave, though be 
always wished to keep his engagements; but 
^ercdlviBgf tbat die Doble marquis wag disturbed 
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in 4its mind tbout sometbitig, at which be partTjr 
guessed^ he thought his presence would be felt an^ 
iatrusbn. 

While the two kdies went to dress, the gentle-^ 
men were ia the parlour adjoining the dining- 
rQom, debating the great question of the corn laws. 

'fhe noble marquis, with forcible eloquence 
and praQtical foresight, pointed out the impolicy 
of injuring one interest of the community to up- 
hold another, and demonstrated most clearly, for 
a country' to be vigorously prosperous and gene- 
rally happy, all the measures of government should 
have the effect of making every interest hinge 
upon|the rest, deriving advantages from the ener- 
gies of all, while it raniifies its own in return, 
which his lordship described as *^ a good disposi^ 
tion of things." 

The foc^an now entered to announce dinner, 
and said the ladies were descending from the 
drawing-room. * 

The marquis, who was always very scrupulous 
in paying strict attention to the courtesies of re- 
fined life, was vexed that the subject, upon which 
they had been speaking, had precluded the ac- 
companying of his lady and daughter from the 
drawing to the dining-room, and at seeing them 
upon the stairs, preceded by one, and followed 
by two footmen. 

His lordship, attended by Sir Walter and Lord 
Upland, hastened to the foot of the stairs,, in order 
to repair the oversight as soon as possible. It 
was this constant evincement of delicate and re>- 
spectful devotion that displayed the lover in the 
husband, the magic power of which increased, ifl 
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possible, the glow of affection that bad first 
warmed and united their hearts. 

Sir Walter, it may well be supposed, felt much 
chagrined at having thus lost part of the time the 
opportunity afforded of holding his lovely charmer 
by the hand. 

He felt more than usual regret on this occasion, 
for the fair being of his idolatry never looked 
more beauteous. Not expecting any one to dine 
with the family, Lady Eliza had paid very little 
attention to the adjustment of her hair, after the 
exercise of riding, which might be Considered, by 
prudish persons, a little out of curl ; but which 
flowing wildly about her neck — the usual delicate 
colour of the cheeks being heightened by the ride 
to the -appearance of a slight blush of cafnation 
upon a white rose and arrayed in smiles^— the 
pupil of the eye, from elasticity of spirits^ almost 
extending over its blue incasement — and the slen* 
dcT waist of a white robe being carelessly confined 
with a sash of French-white ~ ribbon, altogether 
gave her so soft, so romantic, so perfectly natural, 
so bewitchingly fctjninine an. appearance, that the 
baronet was completely dazzled and enchanted. 
He could have exclaimed, 

— .-.« There it ope eomef o'er mr iight, . 
Like fome loved vition of the Bights 
When the mind, enwrappM in^ balmy sleep, 
Embodies, straagely, fair form*, replete 
With heavenly grate.** 

But when the fair object approached and re« 
called him to his senses, aa he observed, while 
having the honour of 'haniUngher ladyship across 
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the passage to a seat at the table, the smile that 
illumined her angelic face, which imparted to the 
toverthe saitisfaction that was fblt at finding he 
was n(^ gone, his whole frame trembled with de- 
Fighted emotion: 

The dinner was passing off heavily, each indi- 
vidual seemingly oecupied with some inward sub- 
ject; the baronet was completely lost in a reverie 
of testacy. He once caught himselt putting vine- 
gar into a tumbler of iced water, instead of adding 
it to his bcHtei: for turbot. At lengUva good-na- 
tured smile arose, when Lord Upland made signs 
for his family to observe Sir Walter, who was un- 
consciously w€^l peppering a half-finished glass of 
Madeira instead of some asparagus, which swelled 
into a hearty laugh, when Lord Upland added 
with the mosi hamoursome face, handing the salt- 
cellar at the same time, «' allow me, Sir Walter, 
"you want salt also ; * devil'd biscuits,' *devil'd giz- 
zards,* and other * devi^' I have heard of, but it 
was left to Sir Walter Mortimer to introduce 
• devil'd winl&-' '* 

" At least,** said the baronet, joining in the 
laugh against himself, " I have made a * devil' of 
a miftake, but it is only to be accounted for by 
the gross error of suffering ideas to wander into 
fanciful regions' of bliss, instead of allpwing them 
to remain sensible of the. pc^esepce of those (bow- 
ing to the laoies) who would make any region-^a 
region of bliss." 

" You have a most felicitous way. Sir Walter^'^ 
^ said the marchioness, " of getting out of « di- 
lemma." • 

** However," observed the baronet, « it was nofc 
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quite 80 palpable a one, or one attended with tbe 
^Bame unpleasant conisequences which happened 
At a large tavern dinner to a literary man, partieU- 
larly noted for his general absence of mind. He 
was requested to cut up a duckling that was before 
him, at a time when he was thinking over a com- 
position upon which he had been engaged during 
the ^lay. He beard the request, but instantly fell 
into the same fit of musing. His elbow was then 
jogged, upon which he turned round, seized the 
duckling, and put it in haste into his coat pocket, 
thinking it was the manuscript he had been men- 
' tally going over. Tbe act was observed by a wag 
seated near him, who immediately reached a tureen 
of, gravy, and emptied its contents into the same 
pocket, saying, < My dear sir, duck is nothing 
without gravy.' '* 

In this maniier the baronet gave a different turn 
to tbe current of humour, which his ludicrous use 
of the peppef-castor mad^ him the object, and 
which, with most others, wQuld have covered them 
with infinite confusion. 

Sir Walter was always peculiarly happy, when- 
ever he became the subject of laughter, in turning 
the flexible merriment io some other object. 

Sir Walter being considered upon the most in- 
timate footing, the marchioness and Lady Eliza 
continued longer at the table than they otherwise 
would, much to the joy of the baronet, whose 
heart swelled with the sublimest sentiments of our 
nature, which those only can know or appreciate, 
who have been under the soul-inspijiug influence 
of pure love and affection. 
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At length the kdies left, when the following 
Conversation unmediately comnienced : 

The HaiquU of Meadowdale, aHdressing his 
son, said — ** Who, Henry, were all those persons 
jou were among when we came up to-day f' 

" Indeed, sir, I know not ;" replied the Earl of 
Upland, '* I was speaking to Captain Welldone, to 
whom I was introduced in Paris.^' 

. «• There were a few of them,'' added the Mar- 
quis of Meadowdale, ** whose society I would wish 
you to shun, my dear boy, should the}^ ever fall in 
your way ; — Lord Hulse, Lord Oaks, and that 
particular set of sporting men. From my youth 
upwarda I have always avoided the company of 
all sporting men, by which I have been spared the 
pang of losing my own money, and the shame I 
should feel in gaining my friend's." 

"With fefr exceptions, my lord," said Sir Wal* 
ter Mortimer, «« to all sport'mg men (which is only 
another term for gamblers), all are alike, friends 
or foes. The great links o\ society are with them 
broke in twain. The only affinity they are capable 
of feeling is to the money persons may possess, to 
obfain which they put in practice every stratagem, 
reckless of all consequences. The best affections " 
of the heart, by degrees, get vitiated and destroyed, 
and every honourable, praiseworthy impulse 
within them, withers and decays." 

« The major part," continued the baronet with 
great feeling, " of those who now make a disho* 
nourable trade of gambling, and are persons of 
rank, family, and education, have been riiined by 
the very plans upon which they now seek to ruin 
others. How many a noble mind has thus become 
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debased, callous to ever j virtuous sitribute of ou? 
nature, and ultimately will exult over the n^ost 
bare-faced robberies in which they participate^'^ 

<Mt has often been a subject of great surprise 
to me,'' rejoined the marqms, ^< that the French 
government can make so horrible a vice, bereft 
of even one redeeming quality, a source of re^ 
venue l^ 

" Better would it be, my lord," added the baro- 
net, << if the French people were taxed to tea 
times the amount so collected, than they should 
draw a ** centime'^ in any such way. The gaming- 
houses thus protected by government with <^ gens 
d'armes,'' stationed at the doors of some of them, 
awakens a treacherous confidence by which hun- 
dreds are annually rained. When 1 w$s in Paris; 
my lord, I bad the curiosity to visit all the gaming- 
houses, from the *< Salon des Etrangers,"down to 
the lowest in the <* Palais Royale.*' As I pro- 
ceeded through them, I could easily trace the 
progress of their visiters to the ultimate state of 
total destitution and despair. Many of tholse who 
were found in the lowest, covered with rags and 
starving, had previously run their career from the 
highest. What a melancholy reflection it is, that 
a large proportion of the annual list of suicides 
of Paris, are attributed to the gaming-houses, 
which, in consequence, are held, by the admirable 
part of the French people, in the deepest disgust 
and execration." 

" The gaming-houses in London," s^ the 
Marquis of Meadowdale, " I have understood ' 
have done extensive mischief also.'' 

« Indeed they have, my lord," rejoined the ba* 

Vol. I.-rE 
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roDet, " many a brave oompuiion ia arms and 
danger, and numerous others have I seen nuned- 
and undone h; them. About four years ago, the 
hells were swarming with ruined cnii, naay of 
whom indicted the keepers of them, and compro- 
mised the indictments for certain consideratioDS ; 
many e hundred pounds hare been thos eitorted 
from their fears, while they have refiised the ad- 
vance of as many pence to relieve the ^Areases 
of their victims: 

" In order to keep out Uiose whom they have 
already plundered of their last shilling, their 
bouses assume every specious appearaDcc. Thus 
the great < hell* in Bt. James's -Street, is called 
*Crockford*s Club !' the 'hall* in Park Place, is 
called the < Melton Mowbray Club ! !' and the 
*hell' in Waterloo Place, the 'Fox Hunting 
Club!!!' 

" The following prospectus, or circular, of ano- 
ther of these horrid places, a fellow had the im- 
pudence to put into my hand dne day, as I was 
proceeding up Bt. James's Street. By tbis prac- 
tice, these fellows make known to any well dressed 
man; the situation of their houses of robbery. 

" *A par^ of gentlemen, having formed the 
design of instituting aBelect Club, to be com* 
posed of those gentlemeD only whose habits and 
circumstances entitle them to an uncontrolled but 
proper indulgence in the current amusements of 
the day, adopt tlus mode of submittJDg the project 
to conuderatioo, and of inviting those who may 
approve of it, to an early concurrence and co-ope- 
ration in the dengn. To attain this object the 
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more 8peed^» and render it worthy the attention 
and support it lays ckum to, it miy be only neces- 
sary to mention that the plan is founded on the 
basis of liberality, security:, and respectability, 
combining with the essential requisites of a select 
and reputable Association, peculiar advatUages to 
the Members conceded by no similar institution in 
town. 

** * Further particulars may be learned on per- 
sonal application,^ between the hours of twelve 
and two, at 55y Pall Mall.' 

* 

" Honour^" it will be noticed, is well left out, 
in the enumeration of the advantages of this 
' Select Clvh^'^ ' of those Gentlemen only whose 
hahUs and eirctimtmoeeei^UleAkem to an^ uncon* 
trolled but proper indulgence in the current amuse- 
ments of the day;* for this house was nothing more 
than a common ^ming-house, where the games 
called « Rouge et Nbir,' * Une, Denx, Cinque,' 
and < Roulette/ were played under the superin'> 
tendance of Weare, who was murdered by Thur- 
tell, Hunt, and Probert, (the creation of such 
places,) a low attorney, and a fellow of the name 
of Page, who is how a servant at * Crockford's,' 
The games played at this < hell' were all French. 
The French are ever inventing some new game, 
to give a novelty to a system by which society is 
injured and demoralized.'^ 

^< Is Crockford's Club a common gaming-house, 

Sif Waiter?" asked Lord Upland. "Captain 

^ Welldone wanted to introduce roe to Lord Oaks, 

under whose auspices, he said, I should be pro* 

posed ^d made a member," 
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. '^ Pardon me for a moment,'' said the Marqub 
of Meadowdale, much moved,' — "For God's sake, 
my dear boy, avoid it as you would a pestilence ; 
I should never know a moment's quiet after I 
learned that you had been there." 

'* It is ojie, my dear Lord Uplahdj of the most 
extensive and destructive character/' replied Sir 
Walter. " I was much struck with the forcible 
pbservations contained in a letter"^ in the Times 
newspaper, some time ago, signed Expositor^ 
which, from all that I have beard and seen, are a 
true disclosure of facts.'* 

' ^ Some ftfioA^ u due to the writer of these bold and detcriptWe 
letten, for the use that will be made of hif prodoctions in the 
) fogreBS of our subject. Letters appearing in the public papers^ 
'"' THriftir"pw»pert3Fr*Mt-wefJ, and a liberty is taken with 
order the better to illustrate cerUan^e^ 

« TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES. 
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^^S^l,— ^'Fishmoneers' Hall.' or the CrocA:-odxle Mart for end- 
geons, flat fish, t!|d paeons, (which additional title that < Heir has 
acquired from ^i nature of its * dealings,^ liw recently closed for 
the season. The opening and closing of tkie wholesale place of 
plunder and robbery, are eyents which have assumed a dWree of 
importance, not on account of the two or three unprincipled knayes 
to whom it belongs^ and who are collecting by it vast fortunes in- 
calculably fast, bat for the rank, character, and fortunes of the many 
who are weak enough to be inveigled and fleeced there. The profits 
for the last season, over and above expenses, which cannot be less 
than 100/. a day, are stated to be full 150,000<. It is wholly impos- 
sible, however, to come at the exact sum, unless we could get a 
peep at the Black Leger of accounts of each day's gain at this 
Pandemonium, which, tnough of course, omits to name of whom, 
as that might prove awkwara, if at any time the book fell into other 
hands. A few statements from the sufferers themselves would be 
worth a thousand speculative opinions on the subject, however they 
might be near the fact, and they would be rendering themselves, ^and 
others, a vital benefit were they to make them. Yet some idea ean be 
formed of what has been asked, by the simple feet, that one thonuand 
poundi was given at the close of the season to be divided amone 
the waiters alone, besides the Guy Fawkes of the place, a head 
servant, having half that fum presented to him last January for a 
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^^ 1 have been told occasioiially,^' continued the 
baronet, ^ a variety of particulars relating to this 
man, whose name this helUsb club bears. 

New Tear'f gift. A vititte infomied me, that one oigbt there waa 
such immeate play, he wHt comriBced a milliom of money wat, to 
use ' a tradeunaa'f phraie, tnrned on that occasion.. Thit msm, 
thrown orer six hoars' play of 90 events per honr, 300 events &r 
the Di^ht, will give an average stake of 2T77/. odd tp each event. 
TbiM wiU not appear very large when it is coBiidered that 10,000/. or 
more were occasionally down upon singla events, belonging to Aany 
persons of great fortanes. 

*< Allowing only one soch stake to fall npon the points of thegame 
in fftvonr of the bank per honr, foil 16,663/. were (hus sacrifeed : 
half of which, at least, was hard cash from the pockets of the players, 
ezdosively of what they lost besides. 

"Now that there is a little cessation to the satanio work, the 

freqoenters to this den of robbers woald do well to make' ar few 

common reflections ;-— that it is their money alone which pays the 

rent iand snperb embellishments of the house— >th« good feeding and 

the fashionable clothing in which are diseuised tjbe knaves about it 

•«4he refreshments and wine with which they are regaled, and which 

are served with po sparing hand, in order to bewilder the senses to 

prevent from being seen what may be going forward, bat which will 

not be at their service, they may rest well assured, long«r than they 

have money to be plucked of ; and above all, it is for the most part 

their money, of whieh are eomnosed the enormoos fortunes the two 

or three keepers have amassed, and which will increase them pro- 

digtonsly while they are still blind enough to go. To eadeavonr to 

gam back any part of the lost money, fortunes wul be further wasted in 

the futile attempt, as the same neiarions and diabolieat practices, by 

which the first sums were raised, are still pnrsued to multiply thehi. 

One of these ' Hellites' commenced bis career by panderrag to the 

fetal and uncontrollable appetites for gaining of far humbler game 

than he is now hutting down, whose losses and ruin have enabled 

him to bedeck this place with every intoxicating fascination and 

incitement, and to throw out a bait of a large sum of money weU 

booked, to catch the largest fortunes, which are assure to-be nettra 

as the smaller ones were. Sum up the amount of your losses, my 

lords and gentlemen, when, if von are still skeptical, yon must be 

convinced of these things. Those noblemen and gentlemen, just 

springing into life and large property, should be ever watchful of 

themselves, as there are two or three persons of some rank, who 

themselves have been ruined by similar meansj and now condescend 

to become ' Procurers' to thw foul establishment, kept bya *ei* 

devanV fishmonger's man, add who are rewarded fortneir services 

in the ratio of the losses sustained by the victims whom they allore 

to it. 

<( "J^hey wish to give the piaee the character of a subscription chib, 
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" Mr. Crocliford was formerly a fishmonger iu 
a very small way or buBiness, near Temple Bar, 
which the following account fof Ssh, supplied a 

pntcDdiu thai doh tit ■dmittsd but tlioie wlioM budc* v Bnt 
f obmlttM for iptmnl to ■ conunittca, ud tbui ar* billotted Toe. 
All tbitlt blM. lalhefinlDlaMilMnitnibenor diiieKiit dobiat 
oaeameMHidtnd'ilkjUai* MdinlbcuKtiRllptnoBiBrdtRdilj 
•doHUll *b«m'»iUnatc«diioid, baia inratTtoioWiUdirhOft 
focbwaaoa Dida loMM CM beMMljttliedapiik. LettbtTiaiten 
P^ a nibMclptiOB-^et Uwn mU tbaudrai a dab, en whattrcr 
ibsj ctiooae— itiUtbahooNliaTiigabankpMdoinifnmdBjIadar 
bjilig lamapanaMtobapbTedaiaiiM, wbichbaTa.p<riati of Ibe 
It) bTonr, il nouiUK bat ■ eadUDoa gamiai-haDaa, and 
M lach bj Iha itatirib, aad In tba na erf the Uir, the 
-'rorauasd imbOBil*.' War* II othanriaa— whj dM*! 
• of thii clnb fbe acto at th« Uixa plate-glan wiodowi 



- - . jt plate-glan w 

of tbfi bow front, ai wdl aa at Iha wlDdotn of Tcputabh 
■ ....... ^^ 'taU'd 



ciT NoaDCiiaTarlliaicbDttfaei , 

out aBd brdizanad with gold onamcati (moit pnibablj Gumeriy 

tbeloDging tc unhappy udnoMdplaTan), to ihow air at tbeai,aad 
who look like M> oaar iaclidain u bomircd ploiBei : tha plnan. 



„ „ . .. ^py udnoMdplaTan), toahowalTaltbeai, aad 
who look like M> oiaj jackdam u bomircd ptamei ; tho pliTara, 
■ahamed of bclag iicii by the paaacn by, utak v an out uka eata 
wbo faava bnnit niair tiila. Soma of the mcmbeii of Ibe diffiereDt 
clnbi vill iDon beiin to dbplir the real character of tlua jnbroal 
place— thoM who wul DlLimatelylw found to fonakc Ibcir reipaelable 
clnb-boDaai, and netga into imporeriibed iiul niidatie Irequcntera to 

"The Hellitei at oil the 'hclli,' DOl content with the laini by 

'■ Ih* pBiati of the tamea ia fanMir of the banka, and from the aqnat 

chancel, da act fall la reaorl to ernty ipeoKi of cbeatuv. The 

' i' and dealeti are aliray* lelit&d for their adeptnen in M 



I tamea ia fBrODr of the banka, and from the aqnat 
fall lo reaorl to ereiy ipeoKa of cbeatiiv. The 

«aleti are alwayi lelit&d for their adeptnen in M 

tbe mTtteiiea of Iha black art. Sla^-of-lnnd trioka at rouge tt 
noir, bj which tbey make any colonr win tbey wiah — blaa dice ud 
cramped boiei at French hasard, which land any main or cbaBca 

1 — 1 — gff nn j„^ jg pntttjca with parfect tiafB^tj, wIwb araiy 

a the banken and erMpiara, are IsaHateoIdeUrinN'Or 



intoiicaliOB. AbuU two yean an, falae dlca were 
French hazard bank in PMoadil^, of which the propiiatim ol 
Fiihmongera' Hall had a ahare. A i«w soblamea aadgemleHeo 
had beenloaiqlnrgclT (itiaaaidSCLOOOI. anioncllwm),wh(atha 
dice beeame aatpeeted. - One faatlMnan aeized IheaL conrnd 
(hem away, and next moninc KOBd thai thej ware fabe. Wert 
not thlnnof thia kind conitanllj dona, it would bawbol^faBpoMi. 
ble for theaa gentiy, with all their peat adranlagea, to main their 
vait IbrtuBea qoUa aoraDidly. what wiUh cbaatiu, the pe<Bl* of 
the gamei, and the btinldaraaant of Iha aaaaea of Iha pbnre, it 
would be a ntiracU Indead If aay olhen oooM win brt the HclUtu 
themaelTea. I tm, Sir, yoBt binaUe aerraal, 

"LoBdoa, Oct. 9, IBM. " BXPOSrrOH.". 
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neighbour at that period, leaves no room to doubt. 
The account was shown me at a tavern, and I was 
allowed to take a copy of it, which I have been 
curious enough ever since to keep by me." The 
baronet then produced his pocket book, from 
which he took a paper, and read, 
« Mr. — , 

« To William Crockford, 

" April, 3. To pair so wis . . . 

« 5. Sprats . . . . . 

« 6. SVitens . • . . 

12. 7 Red herrmgs 



a 



19. SMakerils . . . . . 



s. 
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The reading of the account produced infinite 
mirth. 

" It is well known,'' the baronet went on to 
say, << though this man is no scholar, but is, to use 
a simile in character, as ignorant as a ;)iA;e-staff, it 
would appear from the different figure he now 
cuts, that he possesses a great calculating and 
natural tact." 

The baronet then turned over a few leaves of 
the Court Guide, which had been left on the side- 
board, and read from it, ^ CrQckford, William, 
Esq. 50 and 51, St. James's Street, (the gaming- 
house) and 26, Sussex Place, Regent's Park. 
Newmarket, Suffolk.' 

" Thus has Mr. Crockford ^undfcrcd from fish 
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sbtmbles into comparative palaces, by excHiog and 
pandering to the vilest of passions, while his tepes, 
of whose fortunes his is composed, a gr^at many 
of the former possessors of which have ahready 
fallen, and numerous others are falling into decay 
and retirement. 

<< As far as this person is concerned, his name 
might for ever be * in the deep bosom of the ocean 
burii^d,' or only be associated with the * inhabit- 
ants' of the briny deep^ with which he had petty 
dealings ; but since he has forsaken the honoura- 
ble, though humble, calling of a retail seller of 
sprats and red herrings, to become a netter, by 
wholesale, of < land gudgeons and flat fish,' his 
name assumes an importance in relation to society 
generally, on branches of which his pursuits, and 
the pursuits of those in the back ground who support 
Aim, are entailing ruin and misery, wide and deep. 

" Had this man's prosperity," said Sir Walter 
with great solemnity, <* sprung from honest in- 
dustry, by which society at large might have de- 
rived a benefit from his ingenuity and calling, no 
one would be ungenerous enough to cast in his 
teeth his pedigree ; but when the rock he has 
formed, by which his ill-gotten fortune is obtained, 
is the one which wrecks the fortunes of others, it 
behooves every man to warn his fellow- man off the 
dangerous coast 

*^ An anecdote or two will amuse as well as 
show, in a slight degree, the sort of career he 
has run. 

" When he kept the fish shop, of a night after 
his .business was over, he was accustomed to bend 



57 

his vrsLf to a low house, in King's Place, ^hicb 
leads from Pall Hall to King Street, to risk a few 
shillings at English hazard. It is stated, that he 
once went there with his small clothes so covered 
with fish scales, and smelling so strongly of fish, 
that he was requested by George Smith, the owner 
of the house, to go away, change his dress, and 
put on something cleaner. 

^' Another is related of him at this period. 

" It was a practice of his, when he won at 
hazard, to return home, to depositepart as a. provi- 
sion for Billingsgate on the following morning. 
At times, he was in such haste, that he would not 
wait to enter the shop to leave it in a place of 
isafety, but would drop the money into the comer 
of the area. One night this was observed by 
some thieves^ who hava^alsayA^bounded in that 
neighbourhood, and when he had goneMct to the 
gaming-house to try his fortune again, they went 
to see what he had been about, and espied the 
tempting deposit ; with some cobbler's wax at the 
end of a stick, the thieves obtained th^ money, 
piece by piece. Crockford lost all he took back 
with him, but congratulated himself upon the pre- 
caution he had taken for the morrow. 

*^ His chagrin and disappointment the next morn- 
ing were indescribable, when he found the store 
was gone. He was obliged to borrow a pound of 
a friend, in part towards stocking his fihop for that 
day with fish. • 

<<Mr. Crockford at one time, aho had a small 
ishop in the London Road*. Towards evening, it 
was a custom of his to seat himself upon the 
shambles of his shop, with his legs across^ to ease 



\ 
^ 



5Z 



one that wits ba4 smoke his pifp, and drink jmter^ 
little dreanung that he would ultimat^jy be deified, 
by a OKMlem wit, under the title of ^ Phitotus,' on 
account of combining, in his own person, the attri- 
butes of the fods of hell and of riches. 

<<The first step he made of any particular note 
towards his present elevatien, was taking imaotense 
long odds upon an * out' horse, which he did upon 
private information given to him by a jockey, that 
it was to win. 

** In regard to this species of information, I re- 
collect," pursued the barone^ the marquis and 
Lord Upland paying the utmost attention' to the 
subject, *' reading some good remarks in another 
letter by the same writer."* 

~* ^C^AMING H0USB8. 

(• TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES. 

' ^^Sir^-^Tbe tjiUm of plunder and robbefy in wluit if exiled the 
ipoiflm (rogoinff) world, neyer waa to eztensive and ramified as 
at the preient time. Toe ^aehinerv of fraud and ruin is to be 
seen, with a little scrutiny, in all boxing matehes; |p trotting 
matches ; i»most races ; in pigeon matches ; in tfae gaming^honses, 
the keepers of which are sOre to be actiye co-operators in all the 
various plans of robbery. Therare laid with hmnita conning, and 
often are months in maturing. The vast sums of money they amass 
enable tibem to oommand so many auxiliaries to aid their nefarious 
schemes, that they reduce them to a certainty of gain. The sacri- 
fice of a few thousands to further their views is never a consideration, 
when, for every one, they make sure of sacking twenty or more. 
The recent transaction of * the General,' tor the Derby, in whicdi 
the proprietors of the hell called * Fishmongers^ HalV were deeply 



The recent 
the propriet 

implicated, is a glaring instance of this fact." There is a < secret* in 
almost every match that is made. This * secret' means, the know- 
> 1 
mil 
you in 

it a cross V &c. AU persons therefore must lose who do not possess 
this talisman, this * secret,' excepting a few betters * out of the rlnj?,' 
who may happen to* bet the right way among themselves. Taie 
' legs' always bet on the sure side, or they never bet at all, ezeeptiBg 
to make fictions bets one with another, in order to gull and deceive 
the better." 
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<< Soon after €i*ock£m]^8 stfoseis ttpon the turf, 
be gaye a person of tde name of Levisiie 1001. 
(at his quarter share in the gaming bank at No. 6, 
King Street, St Jamea's. Quarrels often produce 
curiotts diselosores, and the particulars of this 
transaction transpired in consequence of a violent 
dispute, which arose one night at the gamhig* 
table,, between Jjevisne, Crockford, and one of 
the other party. It appeared that in consequence 
of a person retiring from this hopeful concern, his 
abate was offered to and accepted by Levisne. 
On account of the bank winning, he was not 
called upon to put down any money. On the 
following night the players at th»x *heIP were 
^eosecf of upwards of 2000/. altc^ther, when 
Levisne, who was in want of money, a fact of 
course unknown to his partners, or be would not 
have been admitted among them, drew 5002. his 
share of the plunder. A cerfain German, of m^ 
finite cunning, played at the house at this period. 
He is the only exception that can be named, out 
of all the {)layers at these wretched places, to 
have been a gainer by them. He staked his 
money at uncertain times, and probably, during a 
morning's play,* would play only three or four 
stakes, which generally came off in his favour,^ 
and he thus defeated all their plans of packing 
the cards, or other cheating, whichi otherwise 
would have been, as they have often been before 
and since with others, had recourse to against 
him. Finding they could make no hand of the 
German, he was ultimately shut out.-^-But to 
return. For two or three days after Levisne drew 
the 500/. the bank did not do so well^ on account 



60 

of the German ; when, fearing that he would be 
called upon to refund the money, to feed and sup- 
port the bank, he gladly accepted Crockford's o£fer 
of 1002. for his interest in it. Crockford thus 
became connected with Abbott, Austen, and 
Holdsworth, the three other partners. Levisne 
recommenced to play against the bank; and lost 
the money back. Upon losing his last stake, and 
seeipg that the bank was gaining immensely be- 
sides, he wiped his forehead, wet with vexation 
and heat, heartily cursed his folly, and called his 
late partners thieves and cheats. His violent 
conduct caused retorts, when the whole particu- 
lars dame out before *a room full of players, and 
while Crockford was' seated upon a high stool 
overlooking the p^ay. table. 

«< Levisne was reproached at the same time for 
not bearing his proportion of the expense attending 
the escape from Giltspur Street prison,"^ of an 
unhappy victim to gaming, who had lost largely 
to No. 5, and who was under confinement there 
for re-examination, upon a charge of an extensive 
forgery upon a London banker. 

<'In consequence of the immense wealth Crock- 
ford has amassed by one ^ sporting' pursuit or ano- 
ther, he is continually being indicted by ruined 
• gamblers, for his concern at No. 5, but which he 
always compromises for money, to obtain more or 
less of which is the sole purpose for which the in- 
dictments are brought.f 

* The ease of tbif unfortunate gentleman it enlat;ged upon 
elsewhere. 

t The compromise of one indictment was announced in a leUer 
also of ** Expositor.^' in the Times of Friday, July 23d, 1824, pre- 
faced by some excellent leading remarks pf the editor. 
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"Upon cWing his aflfairs with No. 6, Crockford 
joined three other different people, and opened 
No. 81, Piccadilly, with a French hazard hanl^ 

** We trust oiir readers will gire 4ae attention to a letter in thii 
day's journal, on the ttabject of ((aming-houset. This is every man's 
afuur-— eyenr honest man's grievance : that of the yoang who havfe 
fortunes to be robbed of, and reputations to be disgracea ; as of the 
old, who hare the inheritance of character and money to leave to 
their yet uncomipted and unpolluted offspring. The evil ii^ thai, 
in exact proportion to the depth of their guilt, the criminals enjor 
the means of disappointing justice, and of paying for impunity. K 
appears from our correspondent's letter, that those prosecutions on 
which so many sanguine hope» had been raised, of crushing, if not 
destroying, one ovei^rown nest of villany, hav6 been unhappily 
compromised, and t&tt the work of robbery and desoeration has 
begun again with undiminished vigour. Will the legislature leave 
the law as it stands ? for the fault, we believe, is not at present witb 
its ministers." 

^< GAMING HOUSES. 

«T0 THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES. 

^* Sir,>^The action against the keepers of a .certain notorloAs 
* hell,' which was noticed in the different journals, as * coming on,' 
is withdrawn, or more properly speaking, * is compromised.' Thus 
it will always be ; and the different * hells' still flourish with impu« 
nity, to the enrichment of a few knaves, and the ruin of man^ more 
thousands, till more effectual laws are framed to meet the evil. As 
they net thousands a night, a few hundreds or even thousands can. 
be well spared to smother a few actions and prosecutions, which 
are vety rarely instituted against them, and never but by ruined 
men, who are easily quieted by a small consideration. Which, i>om 
recent judgments^ will not be withheld, therefore we shall see re- 
corded very few convictions, .if any at all. At the head of these 
infamous establishments is the one yclept * Fishmone;ers' Hall,' 
which sacks aaoH plunder than ail the others put together, thoogh 
they consist of about a dozen. This place has been fitted up at an 
expense ot near 40,000/. and is the most splendid house, interiorly 
and exteriorly, in all the neighbourhood. It is estabUsheid »b a ban 
for the fortunes of the great, many of whom liave alre.ady been Very 
severe sufferers. Invitations to dinner are^sent to noblemen ajnd 
gentlemen, at which they are treated with every delicacy, and the 
most intoxicating wines. After such * liberal' entertainment, a visit 
to> the French hazard-table in the aci^inii^ room is a matter of 
course, when the consequences are easiiy divined^ A man thus 
allured to the den, may determine not to lose more than the £e# 
pounds he iias about 'him ; but in the intoncation of the moaen^ 
and the deUnn^i of pli^, it frequently happens that, notwitliatasdin|t 
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where, a gentleman who played there and lost 
considerably, told me, they must have divided 
among them upwards of 200,000/. in one season. 

the'best retolvef . he borrows money upon hie checks, which being 
known to be g'^f. ere readily ceshed to yery considerable amounts. 
In this manner 10,000/., 20,000/., 90,000/., or more, have often been 
•wept away," 

'* They left No. 5, King Street, about three years ago, when, in 
eonjnnetion with T— — r, (a man who a few years ago took the 
benefit of the act, and subseqaently kept one or two * hells' in Pall 

Mall, but has amassed full ldO,000/. of plunder), and A e, who 

has 70,000/. of plunder, they opened a club-honse in Piccadilly, 
with a French hazard bank of 10,000/., where in a short time thejT 
divided between the four, after all t^eir heavy e^enses were co- 
vered, UDwards of 200,000/. In proportion to the extent of the 
bank and th6 stakes, so do they collect the plunder. It is to be 
hoped that some notice will be tsJcen of the subject next sessions of 
parliament, and that a committee will be appointed to collect evi* 
dence, in order that a stop may be put to the evil. 

" I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

«« London, July 22, 1824. EXPOSITOR." 

The announcement of a fresh indictment, and also an action for 
large penalties, was made in another of the same writer's letters in 
th^e Times of December lOth, 1824. 

«T0 THE EDITOR OP THE TIMES. 

** Sir, — The invulnerability of * Fishmongers' Hall.* or the Crock- 
odile Mart for gudreons, flat-fish, and pigeons, is likefy soon to be 
put to the proof. The principal mover aod actor in this * hell' is 
now under indictment, cnanred with having had a share in the lowly 
one of No. 5, King Street, St. James ; and unless^ like the rest, it 
Js compromised, (which, for the sake of humanity, let us hope will 
not be the case), the trial will come on in a few days. An action 
is also pending against the same party, wherein the j^nalties sought 
to be recovered for moneys gained by illegal gaming at the * hell,' 
are stated to be 160,000/. 

** '^hts * hell' has recently commenced the infernal trade aeain, 
after In short vacation of abont two months, during the whole of 
which time, the ' procureurs' to it, who are broken men of fashion- 
i^le notoriety, have been very active. Melton- Mowbray, Brighton, 
CUieltenham, and other places of high and wealthy resort, have 
been visited in their turns, and it is pompously and delightedly an- 
noiuced that no. less a number than two hundred names of youn|; 
nobility and gentry are down upon the black list as admissible to this 
'liell'— I beg pacdon, to this « club ! ! !* as it is called. , 

" Tremble, ye parents, lest your fond hope^in those who will be 
tb« representatives of your honours and estates be blasted for ever 
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This was the house where false dice were detected, 
which were taken away, and for some days after*' 
wards exhibited in a shop window, in Bound 
Street. 

in this giffantic house of rtijn, and that all defolve upon deluded^ 
infatuatcu Tisiters to.it.v^ It will, it must iiroTe, the grave of many a 
fortune, miod^ and honour, like other * hells' have been, oyer which 
the Teiy same parties who keep this have heretofore presided. It 
wonid be shocking to ece your ancient patrimonies, handed down to 
ycu bj yon r. forefathers, m«>lt away like snow before the sun, to en- 
rich a ci-deyant fishmonger and an ex- waiter of a faro * heil. ' 1 heir 
fortunes already are inumeuse, created by the same means, but 
composed of those lost by many, some of whom bare met with 
violent deaths, and othej^s are now struggling with wretchedness 
and despair. 

" I am. Sir, your huntble servant, 
" London, Dec. 8. «* EXPOSITOR." 

The suppression of thie indictment, and the overthrow of the ac- 
tion, were thua spoken of in the JMorning Herald of Tuesday the 
^th of December, 1824. 

<* to THE EDITOR OF THE MORMINO HEUALD. 

<* Sir,— The late mdictmvnt agaiDst the keeper of Fishmongers' 
Dall,' upon which so many sound hopes w ere raised, fell to pieces, 
it is said, by the analyzing properties of 500/. ! There were three 
peraons to mvide this sum : the-^-^, a certain major, who has sinee 
broken up his cantonments a «hort distance from tui^n, and marched 
o£f to the contJn^t to enjoy his share of the prize-money ; an ex- 
officer of the King's . who was the contriver of the whole plan 

of attack, and wbo kept the major in the country, in order to prevent 
his fortifying himself too potently with Coding's double X and * blue 
ruin,' and whu has since carritrd on tht war in a * sovereign' way, 
against a low roulette-table at No. 6, Kiu|^ Street, St. James ; then 
comes the last, though not the least figure in thi> scene, * the Hebrew , 
Star,'^ one of Satan's satellites, who keeps several * hells' himself, 
and yet actually supplied the mMK:y to carry on the above indict- 
ment to the above conclusion. ^ 

** The action for penalties had a different. result. It appears the 
parties met with u bignal defeat. The witnesses were called upon 
their subpoenas, Vhen none appeared ! A party not appearing to a 



* This man has subsequently been convicted of extensive fraadf 
upon pawnbrokers, by substituting cases of ^bbles, &c for similar 
cases of diamonds, was sentenced to transportation, and is now on- 
boanPthe hulks at Portsmouth. 
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" This party quarrelled among tbcHieelves about 
the dirtsion of plunder, and the concern, in con- 
ssqueoce was broken up. 

" Crockford then took No, 50, St, James's 
Street. Ln establishing this 'hell,' this club! il' 
It must be so, this club, then, of hellitec, he Ibrmed 
a partnership with two ' sporting* nohlemen, (how 
the dreadful vice of gaming levels alt distinction, 
and destroys all honourable feeling I) who managed 
to give it a fashionable mania. This house was 
soon put in a fit slate for the ri-ception ot company. 
It was announced in all sporting and other circles, 
that the members of Biookes's, White's, Boodle's 
and Guards, were considered eligible to have their 
names enrolled as members of this 'hell club', 
and all other persous must be regularly proposed 
9nd ballotted for, though members were allowed to 
introduce a friend for two or three evenings, upon 
their personal responsibility, for the respectability 

iflOtM. Thcr* nii^Ii* abaiit 
« OTrnbiT.* of IhrsclioD will 
■nt coH much man ihan lOOOI., bnidu nhsl bii Mtjtnft ailonKv- 
gcnrnl hid lor deiendiiu Crackfnrd, the piny >ucd ! Thiii the 
HtlliDg of IhciEiKO iffiin Brntnt DDiJer £000], Tbf ncii dtj il wu 
cTdLiinvlj iiiDDinictd that ifar first rhrov ol IL^ dice, dd the nijcbt 
of ihe dry nben tbc triilt itETe decidiil, hniUElii lo ibf hmue mora 
Ibui XhTti liDHi thi crut nf tompmniue. Thut the Jeva Me de- 
ttUri and bughfd lounm. Sinu-ihcBibr 'hrll' ba.aintioued Ibe 
■*liDiD ivork with redoubled vigour. Sumplnniii diireri *re i;iTeB 
diilj, >t wbieh Ibe 'pilla' ire •WHlfd with BaddeniDg woiei, 
When it ii uippnitd Ibit tbey are BafficieoItT rlcTstid b>r the por- 
po*e, (Iwy ti* u<her(d lo the French h«Eartl-tible, mronnd (rbicti 
are ie«ttd Ihe reosl eipericnetd ibatpen nod bliek-legi, who do 
with Ihe diceirhMeFer Ihty think proper. Theie kBHTM »re dn»ed 
ont in Ibc fini itjle nf- fMbioD, with eipeusrye milinry cLoiki, »nd 
bediziiifd nilb dimoAl rioEi, gold viicbri ud >niia-hi>»>, all of 
■hich bfloBg to the (•tabUihmtnt, ind u«lcDlo>it«rlfaeoccMioD, 
like the lilk-dreun ud jeweli of Mn. — -^ to th( frail ijiterhooa 

" fcondjn, aid Dee. 1324," 
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ef the introduced. The plan took beyond all 
calculation, and the house was soon felt to be 
incovemen% smalL No. 51, next door, was 
then bought, and the two houses thrown into one 
at animmense cost, about three years ago. 

" To put the concern apparently upon the same 
respectable footing as White's and Brookes's, the 
* hell club,' now was designated * Crockford's 
Club,' members ballotted for, no one allowed to 
come a second time without being proposed as a 
member, %to pay twenty guineas on entrance, and 
ten guineas a year subscription. 

<^ The spoils during the three following seasons 
were inconceivably great. 

<* Sucb has been the allurements and fascinations, 
which rank and fashion never fail to convey, that 
the large double house was still found to be too 
small to receive the poor dupes who flocked to it, 
like moths round a candle, to their ruin. 

" No. 52, was consequently bought, and like 
Nos. 5Q and 51, bought out ^nd out; and the 
three houses have been taken down,notwithstanding 
the vast sums so recently lavished upon the double 
house, and on their site has been erected a great 
and princely house of knavery and ruin, with in* 
creased magnificence. 

*y To conceal the real nature of this scandalous 
bouse, some noblemen and gentlemen have been 
induced to form themselves into a committee of 
management* Their jur^diction extends no 
farther than to the introduction of members, and 
a few forms. They have nothing to do with the 
French^ hazard bank,-^no, no— ^that^s too rich a 
Vjt for more than three or four to have their, 
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fingers in. But this < committee of management,' 
serrestogiTe a deceptive character to the 'hell,' 
and it is surprising that any such persons can be 
found BO senseless, ignorant, and shameless, as not 
to know that they are lending their rank stid in- 
fluence, to the plundering of society, to the en- 
richment of a vulgar and illiterate man, and two 
or. three other persons, who are concerned with 
~ him. 

'* This * hell club,' too, is, with the utmost ef- 
frontery, thrust into the san^e list of c]u4)s, in the 
Court Guide, with the ' United Service, Navy,' 
&c. inahort, they give it every specious and dazzling 
complexion. There is one room for French 
^lazard, played with a bank, having certain points 
in . its favour, the spoils falling into which, are 
divided by the three or four, who put the bank 
down. In all other respects, it appears to be 
carried on in the manner of respectable clubs, 
having card rooms for the members to play with 
one another, and refrfshment and reading roOms. 
But mark the dangerous character of this estab- 
lishment. Men of every ■ sporting' nature, are 
members of this hopeful club ; the best informa- 
tion is obtained by a certain class ot what is going 
on, and they work it to the best advantag'e ; 
the field is of the most extensive description for 
making and selecting the finest flats,— a denomi- 
nation given to those who are robbed by play. 

"Members nefed not visit the French .twzard 
table unless they like, but amuse tb«mBelres at 
< £cart6,' wbiat, fHquet, &c. or leave it alone ; to 
nse ff sporting phrase, they are ' accommodated 
in , any way.* li a dupe is aiVaid of die FreBoh 
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bazard table, he will play, no doubt, at « Ecart^' 
or whist, or piquet, or some other game ; if he 
will not bet upon a fighe, he will probably bet 
upon a race, a trotting match, or a pigeon match, 
and a dead $et is made accordingly, by one person 
or another, to please the most fastidious taste,* a 
battery brought to bear against the tortress, behind 
which he may think his riches secure. 

** So many persons,'* the baronet went on farther 
to say, << have been ruined by the gaining^houses, 
and gaming of one sort or another, particularly 
since the peace, that the country is inundated with 
sporting characters of ail kinds. 

*^ The low Greeks, besides making the best use 
* of a good piece of intelligence,' in their own 
immediate walk of life, know also where to coilvey 
it, expecting a reward according to its nature and 
service, and in a quarter, where its sphere of 
action is the most extensive and ramified. 

" Few acts of sporting robbery can be perpe^ 
trated without the aid of subordinates, or without 
their being observed by persons awake to such 
transactions. Thus a jockey (who, it is well 
known, employs persons to bet for him,) must be 
told when to hold in or let out his horse, in other 
words, when to win or lose a race ; a second to a 
boxer must know when his man is to fall apparently 
senseless upon his knee, or to give in for him, 
when he is to lose a fight, to save him from un- 
necessary beating, when he shows punUhmtnt 
enough that will deceive persons into the belief 
that it was a fair fight; the driver, of a trotting 
match must know when to Qiake his horse break 
trpt^ time being backed hj the kumaing onuy for 



<< I have watched silently. Sir Walter Mortimer, 
the sterling good qualities of your heart and mind 
unfold themseWes with oceasions,'' said the noble 
marquis, <*^and I have been more than confirmed 
in the first favourable impressions I formed of 
your truly noble character. Nay, Mortimer, 
lyby that flush of feeling in your cheeks 1 The 
hearty welcome with which my doors are thrown 
open to your reception, proves the sincerity of 
my sentiments, and speaks more than language 
can convey. The stability of your principles — 
the sound and genuine qualities of your heart, are 
SQ blend(;d with good sense and a thorough 
knowledge of the conditions of society, that a 
view of scenes in real life, by a young man like 
Lord Upland, under your guidance, could not fail 
to be infinitely a musing,^ advantageous! and, above 
all things, instructive. 

" The mariner," pursued the marquis, " well 
acquainted with the concealed rocks and quick- 
sands of a dangerous coast, will direct iiis stout 
bark with ease and safety, whiist he who looks to 
his- map for information by which to steer, will 
have his frail vessel go to pieces on a shoal, at a 
time he may be finding out where it is situated, to 
avoid it.*' 

" My dear marquis,'' replied the baronet, «« I 
shall be most happ> in the honour, if Lord Uplaiid 
pleases, of being bis companion through a few 
places about town that I have become acquainted 
with,, mostly through m} gay military acquaint- 
ances, and, in part, thiough mj researches into 
human character. His lonisbip will meet with 
much variety — in part disgusting — in part enter- 
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taming, but all, to a reflective mind, will convej 
ST useful lesson." 

" I shall be deeply obliged to you, Sir Walter," 
said Lord Upland, ** though I feel ashamed that 
you should be put to so much trouble on my ac- 
count, especially as the charm of novelty ceases 
to exist with you^ to make the ' tour' in the least 
interesting or agreeable." 

"There is somethina: new occurring every 
day," answered Sir Walter, "and, I have no 
doubt, I shall be equally ^ratifie I with your lord- 
ship. There is a gentleman with whom I have a 
slight intimacy, witti whose history I have become 
well acquainted. At the age of twenty-three a 
fortune of £50,000 devolved to him, Oneiolly 
or another dissipated this large amount in a very 
short time ; a great proportion of which went to 
enrich the gaming-house proprietors. At length 
he fell into great distress. His relatives and 
friends then turned their backs upon *him. In 
the midst of his tnisfortunes, he became acquainted 
with a very clever Greek, who initiated him in 
the mysteries of leg-ism. k was from him that I 
have gathered most of the information I am in 
possession of. This gentleman, by the death of 
an uncle who had acquired a large fortune in 
India, has regained his station in society, and 
speaks of gaming transactions with the liveliest 
disgust. When he was in deep distress, I be- 
friended him. He is a spirited, good hearted, 
clever young man. I think I could induce him 
to sketch some scenes, < true to the life,' which 
would prove instructive . and entertaining. He 
possesses a lively sense of gratitude, and I feel 
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confident he will accede to my request ; I vill 
make a point of seeing him to-morrow and ex* 
pressing my wishes. H he conforms to them, I 
think it would be as well to delay our personal 
researches till we see what he unfolds." 

This proposal was much relished, and the 
Marquis of Meadowdale* after expressing a high 
sense of the baronet's kmdnesS) led the way to the 
drawing-room, where the marchioness and Lady 
Eliza had been waiting some time for the arrival 
of the gentlemen, during which Lady Eliza had 
been reading to her mother. 

The ladies arose upon the entrance of the mar- 
quis, who went up to them, took a hand of each, 
and pressing both tenderly, *^l am afraid,'' said 
his lordship, *' that we have been very thoughtless,^ 
and have kept you, my dearest love and dearest' 
daughter, from your coffee.*' 

" Your absence, my dear lord," rejoined the 
marchioness, ^* has nut been much felt, for "Eliza 
has been kind enough to read part pf * Almaek's^ 
to me.— Have you read * Almack^'Sir Walter?" 

<< I have. Lady Meadowdale," replied the ba- 
ronet. 

*^ And what think you of it t" joined in Lady 
Eliza. 

« That it is a fine sketch," added Sir Walter, 
^^ of the foolishness— -I had almost said idiotcv — 
of a certain set of fashionable beings. Its wit is 
of a negative character : it dbplays itself in the 
absence of all wit, which, if introduced in such a 
take-off, the work would lose half its merit." 

" Now," exclaimed Lady Eliza, "you are really 
too severe, Sir Walter; you must not let that 
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^pinioti reach the ears ^ the liady PatroBesses, 
tlse you will be one of the * exckided,' and 1 shall 
lose a good d^cer fpr a partner.*' 

Lady Eliza's face was tingled with crimson, as 
she fancied that the vivacity of the saHy had car- 
ried her too far. Though Sir Walter was fully 
conscious of the cause of her ladyship^s confusion, 
which made his heart glow with joy, he imme- 
diately looked another way, and taking up the 
volume she tmd been reading before their entrance; 
he appeared not . to observe it, and turned over 
the leaves, which enabled her immediately to re- 
cover a usual self-possession. 

When the conversation began a little to flag, 
which will happen in small or large parties, Lady 
Eliza touched the piano with her iKtual execution, 
and sang the 'marquis's "tit bit." 

Sir Walter Mortimer, at the request of his 
lordship, which reque^ was powerfully supported 
by the marchioness and Lady £liza, was al^o in- 
duced to sing. He gave " My heart with love is 
beating," (a sung sung so beautifully by Brahara^ 
in the Siiege of Belgrade,) with powerful effect. 
Disrobed of all ornament, he made every note 
swell with soul and harmony. To a heart beat- 
ing in unison, it conveyed a corresponding^ lan- 
guage with the simple pretty words of the sonl^, 
and to an indiffer^^nt ear, it appeared a mastery in 
voice, music, and melody. 

What singing is so beautiful as Aat simple^ 
natural style, wholly unembellished, which, like 
*« beauty when unadorned, adorned the motet," 
and which seems to unite in the singer an inspi- 
ration from Terpsicore and Erato, where the 
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flouls of the eamposer and the poet, breathe one 
mingled melting strain of sweetness 1 

Yet there was a charm beyond all this that 
witched the baronet's senses^completely away, as 
the lovely obj«ct of his tenderness sang that pretty, 
however hackneyed, *' Home, sweet home." 

If the hearts of Lady Eliza's noble parents by 
her manner ot singing it, were penetrated ^Yith a 
true sense of the sentiments of the song ; — senti- 
ments which they imparted, as well as elicited 
around theiii-*-t he lover could but be in^ecstacy 
when he observed the look of deep affection — an 
unsophisticated communion of the heart — that 
passed between her ladyship and parents on her 
turning round upon commg to the last word of 
the song, and saw also a tear uf peace and happi- 
ness bursting from the underlie!, as Hope whispered 
to him,.that his own home might one day be shared 
and blessed, with this child of sensibility and love. 
He inwardly expressed — ^ 

• 

« Dear frirl, thou art the sun of my breast, 
Should the mist« of sorrow o'er it rest. 
A took', a ray from tbee, »o kind and fair, 
Would meU them in an instant into air." 

The evening in this manner passed off with the 
customary mental gratification. The baronet took 
bis departure early, promising a visit immediately 
after his interview with his acquaintance. 

Soon after, the several members of this truly 
happy family, retired to their pillows of repose 
and peace, 
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CHAPTER V. 

Sir Walter Mortimer, on the following day, on 
his way to his friend, in pursuance of his promise, 
fortunately met him riding up Park Lane attended 
by his groom. 

"Why, Percival," exclaimed the baronet, riding 
up to him, and with great cordiality shaking his 
extended ' hand, " I am rejoiced to meet you : I 
was just on the point of calUtig upon you. You 
can render me a very essential service, if you will 
excuse the liberty 1 take in asking the favour, and 
you can bring your mind to the performance 
of it '' 

** Indeed, Mortimer,'* answered Mr. Percival, 
with an expression of great satisfaction upon his 
countenance, " 1 feel peculiarly happy, that at 
length you put in your claim to my services. It 
is a large score of gratitude you have against me, 
and I have been fervently wishing for opportunities, 
to pay some of it off.*' 

" Well then,'* said thebaronet, " let us give our 
horses to the servants, who can walk them up and 
down the lane, while we ^tcp a short distance into 
the park by ourselves, away from observation." 

The two gentlemen were instantly dismounted, 
the horses given in charge of the grooms, and, 
arm-in-arm^ the friends bent their way towards 
the magazine, near the Serpentine River. 

" I am afraid, Percival," said Sir Walter when 



they tiad nearly reached the trees, with which the 
*dep6t,' is suiToanded, " that the request I bare 
to make may recall unpleasant recollections to- 
your mind ; hut I hope you will do me the justice 
■ to helieye, that I would not wantODl} hurt your 
feelings, or even remotely excite them, wittiout 
some weighty reason." 

« My dear Mortimer, why all this preface V 
asked Mr. Percitat somewhat pettishly ; " I am 
sure I can put full faith in your usual gentlemanly 
circumspection and good sentiment, that you could 
not do violence to a mind, (he wounds of which, 
you have assisted so essential]; to beal ; therefore,, 
tell me at once, what can 1 do for you V 

" 1 want a particular young friend of mine, a 
young nobleman, with princely espectaiioos, to be 
made acquainted with cf riain practices which have ' 
undone so many, and at one time, yourself among 
the number," replied the baronet. " 1 could not 
apply to a better sourre for information upon this 
subject. The experience you have hod, the lively 
and virtuous ind^nation, ynu always express, at 
the scenes jou have passed through, and your 
present happily recovered state, at which, tny 
dear Percivaf, I most truly rtjoice, must give you 
the ability, beyond all othcts i ever mtt, to assist 
me in this matter. But, if it is a task, that will, 
give you a moment's pang in the performance, I 
beg you win at once refuse me." ■ 

" Nay, Sir Walter," observed Mr. P-ercival, 
" though you will put my feelings to a severe trial, 
hy th« subject recalling to my memory events 
that were fast decaying upon it, and which 1 can. 
reBect upon otily with the defepeat sbame ; yet 1 
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ti^ill gladly do what you require of me. In what 
way do you wish it done ?* 

"Why, the best way, I think," replied Sir 
Walter, " would be, to describe some scenes with 
which you have become acquainted, and introduce 
the * dramatis personae.' The trouble will be 
great to you, but the obligation you will be con- 
ferring upou me, I cannot describe. It you c.aii 
esteem the latter contmensurate to the former, h 
shall remain your debtor." 

" I understand what you require,** said Mr. 
Percival, "and it shall be done speedily and with 
infinite pleasure, for I owe yc»u much, and I cannot 
conceive that a trouble, which may give satisfac-^ 
tion to so tried and valuable a hiend." 

As Sir Walter and Mr Percival were returning 
to the lane for their borses, their progress was 
interrupted by the appearance ol Mr. I'waddle 
Gascon, who was riding down the road parallel 
with Park Lane, apparently a little taster than his 
horse, which was in a fuJl trot, and he appeared 
as if he would play " leap irog" over its head 
every minute. This had likely to have been the 
case, but after a ditfe rent 'fashion, for upon seeing 
Mr, Percival, whom he knew, he suddenly checked 
his horse to speak to him, and the plunge threw 
him out of his seat, over the pummel of the 
saddle, upon the neck of the animal, when the 
spur fixed to his right heel, struck violently the 
chest of the beast; which immediately kicked out 
behind. The kick, undoubtedly, would have sent 
Mr. Twaddle Gascon over its head, But he hugged 
so closely the neck of his steed, that he landed, in 
safety, upon " terra firma," gently over its shoul- • » 
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der. Mr. Twaddle Gascox^^xeeasivelyfrighteiied; 
hnmecliately let go the reins, atooped under tbe 
raflway, and congratulated hknself upon tben 
being secure 'from all farther hars^. The horse 
thus left to itself^ was just on the point of starting 
otf, when Sir Walter, who saw what sort of a rider 
the poor creature bad, and ioreseeing the con* 
sequences, made a rush, luckily caught the' curb* 
rein, and instantly brought the aniHial up^ 

'' Indeed, 'pon honour, railly, Sir,'' said Mr. 
Twaddle Gascon, the moment he recovered his 
breath from the fright, and addressing the baronet) 
whom he never had seen before, '' I am exces- 
sively, 'pon honour, rallly, very much obliged to 
you. My orse is a n^ost spirited hanimal, 'pon 
honour ; railly I thought, i should never have 
brought him up.'' 

^* I hope you have received no injury, ^ir," 
said the baronet, scarcely able to keep his counte- 
nance from bursting out into a fit of laughter, at 
seeing that the jirk had discomposed a huge pair of 
false black whiskers, one side of which, was nearly 
to his nose, and the other, covered the opposite 
ear." ' 

" No, indaid, 'pon honour, railly>" replied , Mr. 
Twaddle Gascon, " I am not in the laist hurt." 

*« Then, my dear fellow," ^aid Mr, Percival, 
breaking out into a roar of laughter, in which the 
baronet could no longer refrain from joining, 
" why do you make such wry faces about it ?" 

« May make wry faces, Percival ?" ejaculated 
Mr. Twaddle Gascon, « now, railly, 'pon honour, 
diat '& too bad. I that made a charge at the haid 
of my ragement against the Spaniards, in South 
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Afnerica^ zai routed them at 4fae 'point of tHa 
bayonet, wbile I reiaaiaed in the ratr cfatiring on 
my brave comrades; iadftid noW| ^poti hoDOtur, 
railly I would not make wry faces, by St. Patrick^ 
were the vary divfl bkaself^ Mid all his imps, to 
attaek^me.'' 

<< How could you make « charge at the head 
of your rogiifient," said Mr. Percival, still lAugh- 
iDg, " when you were in the * rair,* "'^-^ (imitating 
Mr. .Twaddle Grascon's brogue)-^** * chtiriBg* on 
your brave comrades." 

*« Now, Mr. Percival« 'pon honour, raiUy I said 
no .such thing," retorted Mr. Twiaddle Gascap, 
petulantly ; " I «aid f was chaired by my braTc 
comrades in the rair, while I haided my ragemeiEt 
behind." Tears ^sbed from the eyes of Sir 
Walter and Mr. Perdval, from excessive iaugfater,^ 
at this truly Irish mode of coiteeting a fiiistake. 

At this moment, a long bHstiy hair, belonging 
to the side of his whisker nearest his nose, got up 
one of his nostrils, and tickled hm smartly. He 
raised his hand to remove the annoyance, when 
be discovered the awkward disorder his whiskers 
bad fallen into The gallant Mr. Twaddle Gas* 
con was shockingly disconcerted. He adjusHed 
the " cheek screens" as well as they could be 
done without f^sh gum and a looking glass^ and, 
with evident oonfasion, immediately mounted his 
horse asnd rode away, going himself at the rate of 
twenty miles an hour, while his horse was 'Content 
at going eight. 

"That gentleman," 'Said Mr. Percival, when 
Mr. Twaddle Gascon was foklj out of js^ht, 
'^ iK^as one of the dumpies o( a South Amerioan ex. 
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peditioD. He gave £H)0 for a colonel's commis- 
non, and ' headed' his regiment on board of ship- 
to the island nf Mai^^areta, and not agfunst the 
Spaniardi<t whom- he never had an opportunity of 
facing. The only eni-my he had to encounter, 
BS well as many others, who, like him, escaf>ed 
th& death by starvation, which was the lot of 
many of their unhappy oomiades, was 'grim hun- 
ger and an empty pursh.' " 

"Thoseexpeiiitionti,'* added the baronet," though 
small, wen- exiremely disastr<iu§.'* 

" It was absolutely madness," rejoined Mr, 
Percival, "to make Margareta a place for ren- 
dezvous when it is an island, a considerable dis- 
tance from the main land, from whence it derives 
all i^s resources, being quite sterile in itself. The 
islandera' demaiuled an immense price lor every 
thing they supplied those deluded persons, and 
when their money was all gone, they were left to 
starve." 

"The accounts," said the barnnel, "of the. 
aondition of the. survivors were truly melancholy. 
But what, if I am not too inquisitive, is your 
friend's name V 

^'His- name," replied Mr. PeiciVal, "is Mr. 
Twaddle Qasccn, he calls himself Cc^onel Gascon, 
and is in nature what his name would' convey. 
He mentioned over wine the other day, when the 
subject about the new mode of trimming wbis.ier8^ 
was under discussion, that, so desirous was he to 
put bis whiskers upon the 'new establishtiienf,' 
that he went over to Ireland, to live in obscurity 
during the time his whiskeis were growing to that 
l\illDesB and length, when they could be cut hy 
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nile|<^four inches and a half deep, by liuree inches 
wide. That be came over again* to this country 
for the operatioivaiid be declared that his whisk- 
ers grew 80 thiek and long, that upon Truefit's 
trimming them, the floor was strewed with hair, 
sufficient to supply a whole regiment of Hussars 
with raustacbios. Soipe say he is a little mad, 
but, at least, it must be allowed, that there is 
' measure' in his madness.'' 

** He appears, at all events, a humorous brag- 
gart,^' said the baronet, laughing heartily at the 
idea of whiskers being sbapened by rule. ^* The 
mention of this mishap, however, would prevent 
his naming again the cause of his Irish trip, and 
would prove a source of infinite mirth to his ac* 
quaintances." 

<* He does not much mind being laughed aty'' 
added Mr. Percival. " He is particularly proud 
of bis whiskers, and embraces every opportunity 
to refer to them. The other day, when it blew 
very h^h from the North, he was- walking down 
Pall Mall with a lady who had on an immense 
brimmed French bonnet/ which, as they ap- 
proached Waterloo ^Place^ was in danger of being 
blown pffl * Dear me,' exclaimed the lady, * how 
shockingly high the wind is, there is no keeping 
my bonnet in place.' < Lodge xM brim of it in 
my whisker, my darling,' said Mr. Twaddle Gas- 
con, *and it will be parfactly sacure.' This was 
overheard by two o( bis acquaintances, who,, being 
desirous of getting a peep at the fair lady's face, 
were walking close behind the fashionable pair y 
and he stands the roasting he is always receiving 
about it in tolerably good part." 
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Sir Walter Mortimer, and Mr* Pcreiral by tfife^ 
lime bad reacbed their horses, which they instantty 
mounted, and they then separated, enjoying^ a 
hearty laugh at the expense of Mr. Twaddle Gas- 
con and his whiskers, which being of such vast 
importance " now-a-days," that w«re we not to 
put them upon an equality with the wearer, we 
could never expect to be forgiven. 

Three days elapsed, when Mi. PercivaPs ser- 
vant brought a package to Sir Walter, who was, 
at the time, over his breakfast. In the early f>art 
of the evening of the same day, he took it with 
him to Portman Square, wh« re he founds so much 
to his desire, the noble family alone, taking coffee 
in the tl rawing- room.. The baronet's entrance 
was greeted with the usual satisfaction. When 
the coffee things were cleared away and the foot- 
men retired, he acquainted the marquis that he 
bad that morning received a despatch from his 
friend, which he had read wi^h some interest. It 
is descriptive of a scene, many of the like of which, 
he added, there was no doubt, were constantly 
taking place. 

** My dears Lady Meadowdale and daughter,'* 
said the noble marquis, *♦ Sir Walter has got a 
friend to delineate a few actions in life, which, I 
have no doubt, will prove very entertaining. And 
though 4t is not upon the most agieeable subject 
in the world, yet it relates to what is of infinite 
concernment to families, with which, it is highly 
prudent that every branch of them should be made 
acquainted, Wt-, therefore," continued the mar- 
quis, <^ shall be much indebted to Sir Walter, if 
he will do us the favour to read what he has with. 
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tim." The baronet, with the utmost readiness, 
then read what fo41ows. 

<< Grotvenor Plaee, 22d July^ 18^. 

« My Dear Sir, 
" Wh£Le conforming to your wishes for a few 
'sjjetches from life,' (one of which is now enclosed, 
and which, with pleasure, I shall continue,) allow 
me to embrace the opportunity thus afforded, to 
express my deep feelings of thanks, for the in- 
stances of kindness yx>u did me the favour to be- 
stow, at a season of my life of very peculiar mis- 
fortunes and severity. To you I not only feel 
that I owe, by your timely aid, the preservation 
of my existence, which," in moments of wretch- 
edness and despair, 1 often contemplated, I blush 
to own, cutting short ; but I am also indebted to 
you for regaining, by your advice, my rectitude of 
feelings, peace of mind, and the retention of the 
fortune that recently devolved to me. With sen- 
timents of the deepest horror, I look back to the 
period when 1 was so much lost, though I can 
exultingly acknowledge, it gave me so estimable 
a friend as you. When my first fortune became 
a prey to the mania for play, I fell into a vortex 
of misery and want, without a friend, or a resource 
from whence to get a shiHi:ig In vain I applied 
to those who possessed the greater part of my 
patrimony. 1 was laughed at by some; scorned 
by others ; denied by all. Thus given up to 
starvation, or death, I gladly embraced an offer 
io join a * Greek,' and work with him, as it is 
phrased, in acts of ' Greekmg* Being considered 
of genteel address, and conversant, and being 
wholly unacquainted with the mode of doing bu' 
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^ess, wiA which mj companion was well ezpe- 
^ riencedy the part I had to perform was to scrape 
acquaintances with persons of money, be they who 
they may, and edge them on to play at any thing 
whatever. Mv heart sunk within me at my own 
abject degradation, and every guinea I shared by 
this speqies of robbery, smote me with disgrace 
and abhorrence. I soon learnt, however, the 
means by which I had been undone ; and I in- 
wardly cursed my stupidity for not being* able to 
see through them before. Many a time have we 
wandered from place to place, throughout the 
night, without picking up a flat, (as they had been 
moved oflf the scene by others, before we might 
arrive,) or making a shillings and at ten or twelve 
the next morning have sought our lodgings pen- 
nyless, having spent our last < sous' in wine, or 
grog, as our pockets could afford, and in refresh- 
ments correspondingly. The pawnbroker was 
our resource when out of money, to meet the 
exigences of the current night. But. at times, we 
were very successful. My life was still a burthen 
to me. It was at this period 1 fell into your so- 
ciety, one evening at Offley's. I delighted in 
your conversation, and wat(;tied every opportunity 
to join in it. 1 sighed to make you my frrend, 
before I learned your station^ Your lofty and 
splendid sentiments have restored me to myself, 
and to a new life. Accept the grateful acknpw- 
ledgrpents of, 

" My dear Sir, ^ . 
" Yours most obligedly, and sincerely, 

** Cleveland. 
« N. B. You will readily see the propriety of 
my assuming a feigned name." 
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SKETCH No. I. 
«if Land at Mind Hookey. 

The gaming system is of so varied and exten- 
sive a nature, that it cannot be unaptly compared 
to a spider's web ; those who live by it, by their 
peculiar habits, to spiders ; and their victims, to 
«^ flies** of every hue. The gaming web then is 
spread all over the country, and the centre of the 
membraneous fabric, is now " Crockford's Club.'' 

The gaming reptiles* show all the ingenuity; 
industry, and skill in forming their web ; the 
cunning in watchipg, and the agility in pouncing 
upon their prey ; and the savage delight in '< bleeds 
jng" their victims, as the obnoxious little animals^ 

* These ^*«portiiig f|iidert," partake alfo of the consoming and 
worm-like qaalitiea of the iaaect, named the Ichneumon tpoken of 
in the foUowing interesting account of the grasshopper, copied from 
the Morning Chronicle. 

"Natural Histobj.— A cu'ions circomstanee in natural his- 
tory is related in the last number of the American Quarterly 
Review, The large winged grasshopper, which flnttA's with so 
much yiracitj through our meadows ouring the autumn, feeds upon 
vegetable matter, ami deposites its eggs upon vegetables, for the 
purpose of being snipported until matuAd. Before the grasshopper 
takes wing, another msect^ the ichneumon, alights upon its body, 
and thrusts under its skin a number of its eggs, b^ means ota 
tubular awl-shaped oviduct. Those eegs slowly acquire perfection, 
become living worms, and feed upon Die body of the hapless grass- 
hopper, until themselves are rea^ to take wmg. So aomirably do 
tbejr perform their office, that they do not injure the vittU organs of 
the insect they are internally devouring, until they are jast ready to 
change their state ^ and at the proper season hundreds of granhop« 
pers, in this condition, have just strength enough remaining to flutter 
to a tree or fence, and with a dying effort fix their hooked feet so 
firmly as to retain their position long after death. Examine their 
bodies at this season, and yon will find an empty shell or one filled 
with laree and active worms, just ready to burst their coyer* 
inrs and necome winged infects/' — Amertean Paper. 

Vol. II.—H 
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from which they derive their name ; but arraQge 
their web in the hig^. j^gqs^ 911, well as in holes 
and comers. The unhappy object, who has the 
dire misfortuue to g^t ^tfmsM i» its ramitied 
folds, is first attacked by one gaming spider, then 
\)j anot|)^| tilT tb^ie is qo, more substonce 19ft to 
^£^ ujpoo» wben;he is i^^tcHlt tO; perish with con* 
^iwt ,aiid derisipo. 

The gan^iiQg*hpimes bare the eflbct of laaJang 
mqst plei^jrers in tinie^ c6nfirme4 I4ack*kga. 
Persons in all ranks of life having ^^n injured or 
rv^ioed by them ; « G^-eeks^" oUierwise ^< gaming 
spiders,^' aie to be found in,a]l societies, who are 
ever upon the lookrout for ^* flies,'' from whom 
at times they make privately what is termed a 
gpod *<hit.'' Almack's, Yauxball, the theatres, 
the park,, Kensington 6a,rdens, the Opera^ races, 
taverns. Burton ale rooms, oyster and lobster 
rooms, all are honoured with the presence of these 
SWtry, who prowl about fVom place to place, like 
wolves in the night, in search of prey. 

Mr. P. Friske hs^d been searching one day in 
vain fdr Lord Hulse, at Short's, in Bond Street ; 
at Crockftrd's; at Gregory's billiard rooms, in 
Qeoi^ Street, Hanover Square; in the park, — 
the daily rounds of his lordship,— ^but at length 
fell in with him in Piccadilly. 

Mr. Friske.-*--" Where the diyil, Hulse, have 
you been hiding yourself? I have been looking 
for you all over town. I have a great pace of 
news, — Foppery yesterday raised 20,(K)0Z. upon 
his proparty. Gadzooks, I think we might aise 
himof alittleof it." 

Lord Hulse. — " By G — , Friske, you are a d — d 
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eiever fbllow. Come along with me to Short^g, 
and we'll'-Bee what we can do. I want* some 
blunt d— nably, for I'm cursedly hard run." 

The day was very hot, and at the latter end of 
June,^ — an unmeaning period in what is called 
"hfgh life,* when farfiionables are beginning to 
think serio/isly of going into the country to shake 
off the London dust, and change the sphere of 
their motions, and do not exactly expire at the 
thoughts of still being seen in tbwn. There was 
a pretty strong muster of members at Whit.e*s, 
seeking shelter from the excessive heat. 

As is the case in all clubs or large societtes^ com- 
panionship is sought with a particular set, the most 
suited to your habits, peculiarities, and turn of 
mind, — ^with the friendships you may have made 
in your youth, or the connections formed in after 
life. . 

Hence, you will find the politicians, the Bte- 
rati, " les militaires,'* ihe triflers and exquisites, 
the sporting men, herd together in separate groups, 
as if they were not apart of the same club. The 
triflers and exquisites approximate more closely 
to another class^the sporting men — ^than any 
other, " sporting" transactions bringing them more 
frequehatly in collision one with' another. These 
are generally to be seen at the front of the pro- 
jecting window, reconnoitring up and down St. 
Jameses Street ; some talking upon affairs of love, 
others upon affairs of ** honour;^* . of matches on 
the ** tapis/' and the losses sustained at Crock- 
fork's the overnight 

" How cursed unlucky E — y was last 

night,'* said Lord St. Ledger to two or three 
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sporting men» oonstsmt visiters to that delectable 
club ; " I never saw so many throws out. D — n 
me, the dice had taken physic, there was no 
humouring them ; there were scarcely three mains 
thrown in during the whole of the night. Seeing 
the vein the dice were in, I backed out, and won 
a cool thousand. Crocky.did not like it ; biit he 
was amply consqled with what E — — , C , 

U , S. V- , P , M- — , S , R . 

W — — , D. R , and Foppery dropped. The 

bank must have netted full 30,000Z." 

Sir Philip Handy. — " You i^re generally pretty 
lucky, St. Ledger. I wish I could take a leaf 
out of your book.'* 

Lord St. Ledger. — *«I am so fa^ pretty lucky, 
I never lose much. Vl\ stand the loss of two 
hundred pounds of a night, but no -more; so a 
spirit of luck, such as I had last night, brings me 
nearly home." A snorting man can't refrain from 
playing, else I would never risk a guinea upon so 
dead a certainty of loss. I have dropped full 
30002. to Crocky, in my small way, putting all 
the seasons together." 

Sir Philip Handy.— ^" I have always thought it 
Extremely weak of a sporting man, to risk money 
upon the < square,' when he makes it upon the 
« cross.'" 

Lord St. Ledger.- — " Poo, poo ! In losing money 
to a bank having points of the game in its favour, 
in consequence of which it b by the luckiest 
chance in the world that a person ever can wii\, 
amounts to nearly the same thing as lonng your 
< rag* upon a double cross." 

Sir Philip Handy.~«f Why then do you play?" 
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Lord St. Ledger — A sporting man must appear 
to lose sometimes. Besides, I have made many a 
good bet, from some trifling casualty, i^riaging up 
8t or aboiit tl» plajMsthie. Wlmt I lose, dicmfore, 
weighs not a feather in the scale*'' 

Sir Philip iiandjr*-^** Here oomes Foppery, 
riding up ttie s^et as iiard as be CM peU tins 
bod day.'' 

Hon.. G. Foppeiy, (who was a member of 
White's as well as of Brookes^s) dismounted md 
entered the room. — ♦* How^e-der, how-de-der. 
1 do declare it is indubit-a-bly suf-fo-cate-ing. As 
I came down Bond Street, just hatf anhonr a«>go, 
I really thought I should liave melted a->w«y." 

Lord St. Ledger. — "You are so deliciously per- 
fumed, Georgy, that if such an acciSent had oc- 
curred to you, you would have melted into an 
-extract < de mille fleurs,' which, taking place, near 
Delcroix, would supply him with a quantity of 
rich perfume, without much trouble or expense. 
We would name it * Esprit de Georgy,^ and I 'd 
lay a thousand it would beat his * Bouquet du Boi 
Geoiye IV.' out of dje field. Ah f ah f ah !" 

Hon. 6. Foppery. — " It is too bad of you. Si 
Ledger. Tou are always inaldn^fun of me, and 
I don't like it." 

A waiter here brought a letter to Mr. Foppery, 
which, he stated, a groom had just left, and which 
the honourable gentleman retired to peruse. 

*' ShorfM Hotely M0n€ stmt, 
Wednesday, A o'clock, 

" Dear George, 

^< Colonel — - has sent me a fine fat 
young buck, bom and bred in his park in Worces- 

H8 
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tershire^ a hauncb of which I shall have dressed 
to-morrow. , 

" Short is dressing a green turtle to-day, which 
will be in fine order for an < avant couriei' to the 
i^nisbn. 

« I have a few friends to dine with me, and shall 
be roost happy if you would join- them. 

<<You will just make up the number I want, 
therefore send n^e a line, by this evemng, to say if 
you can come. 

" Yours faithfully, 

"HULSE." 
^* To Son» Q, Fopperu, * ' 

" Dinner eight o'clock." 

Skorf*s Hotels 10 d^clock. Lord Htdse, Mr. P, 
Friske^ M. P., a/ad Captain Welldone, over 
their Wine, 

Mr. Friske.— " I say, Hulse, do you thenk 
Foppary will come ?" 

Lord Hulse.—" No doubt he will, if he has no 
particulai; engagement. He pecks like an alder- 
, man at turtle soup and venison. He would put 
off a common appointment, depend on it.'' 

Captain Welldone, — "You ought to have an 
answer by now.'* 

The waiter at length brought in a letter. 

Mr. Friske, rubbing his hands. — "Bee J — s, 
here it is faith !" ^ 

liord Hulse opened the letter and read aloud, 
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"My Dear HuLSE, 

<< I shall be delighted of all things to dine 
with yott to-morrow. I will be punctual. 

<< In haste, 

"Yours most truly, 

"George Foppery. 

'' To the Right Hon. Lord BuUe, 
SkorCt HdUL» 

Lord Hulse.— "Didn't I tell you so ?— Waiter! 
tell Short to come here. (Enter Mr. Short.) 
Take a glass of wine, Short." 

Mr. Short.—" I thank you, my lord." 

Lord Hulse. — " I say. Short, I have four or 
five friends. to dine with me to morrow. You 
must get a haunch of venison; let some turtle 
soup precede it. Make up the rest of the dinner 
in your best style. Have every thing that is iu 
season, and plenty of it.-— t kno^ what you are 
going to say — *Who will pay the bilH' I have 
dropped my money lately at Cro^kford's and oq 
the last fight, which was a double, or I skould have 
dischai^ed my bill before now ; but you shall be 
paid this time, depend upoa it.-^I suppose we 
can have the room at the end of the < lanivag^ 
(with peculiar emphasis,) where we ^an be to 
ourselves?'' 

Short (to whom at all times a nod was as good 
as a wink), — " I will keep it for yoii, my lord." 

Lord Hulse.— ^«< Let some of your choicest 
champagne and claret lie in ice five or six hours, 
and have a dessert of all the fruits that are not yet 
iu season.-^Set chairs for half a dozen." 

Short.—" You shall h%Be ^very thiqg, my lord^ 
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to your lordship's settisftction.'' Axul Short left 
the room« smOi^g and bowing most obsequiously. 

Captain Welldone.—" That fellow, Short, 
knows as well as posiuble what is in the wind^ and, 
if any thing i&i done to-morrow, will expect his 
full whack, I suppose.^ 

Lord Hulse. — << No, certainly not. If it was a 
flat picked up at his hotel, or tbr^agh his means in : 
any way, why the case would then be different. 
But it was <^ional whether we brought Foppery 
here or took him elsewhere. He has remained 
out of his bill ever since the last ttffair, upon 
which we made notbkig ; therefore, he must have 
something how : I think about ten per cent, upon 
what is got, and we divide the rest. 1 like a 
< looker on' generally, but thete ^bafll be no more 
inthifi.^ 

Mr. Friske. — "And enough too, by St. Patrick; 
besides the Idng bill |^^1 make up.'' . 

Lord Htke.-^" It is always best to land a flat 
at a hotel, or at a woman's, where you meet, appa- 
rently, promiscuous, aoid upon an equality. It 
don^t do at one's own house at all times,' the world 
is so tery censorious, and makes so much of a 
thing, if it becomes known, suspecting something 
wrong about it. — Come, gentlemen, charge your 
glasses, a bumper, — ^here's for a good hit tov 
morrow !" . - 

Shart*8 Hettl^ Thutsi^q E^mAn^y 7 o^dock. Lord 
Hnlse^ Mr. Friske^ and Captain W^Udone^ in a 
Private A<HMii« 

Lord Httlse.— " I tell you what, Friske, if Fop- 
pery wont play at any thing else but whist, or 
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three card loo, yqu muBt inake a deeper * bri^' 
for me to cut fronv than you, generally do, Mr, 
curse my clumsy fingers, I don't always feel where 
it is." 

Mt. Friske. — ^< Bee aisy wid- you. If I find 
you flounder, I will come the * slip' so naitly that 
it would puzzle the vary divil ta see it done. But 
for graiter sacurity, you must angc^e his attantion 
while I do it" 

t*riske here made a movement with his fingers, 
as if he was playing a rapid composition upon the 
violin, which could leave no doubt, to the most 
skeptical, as to the facility with which he could 
slip the upper cut to the under, when the cards 
were packed, and required it. 

Captain Welldone. — ''Your fingers, Friske, are 
so flexible you can slip famously. You must give 
me a lesson some other time;" 

Mr. Friske.-*-'' Sure and that I wiU do with 
plaisure, but it's worth a hundred ; I gave tahn 
poonds in jpublin to be taught it." 

Lord Hukie.— " Well, well; let us attend to 
something else now. I shall endeavour to make 
Foppery play at ' blind hookey ;' I have obtained 
a new pack.of ' concave and convex' cards. 

Captcdn Welldone. — "Show me the use of 
them, Hulse ; I never yet saw any./' 

Lord Hulse, — ^" See, the low cards are convex 
at the sides, and concave at the top and bottom, 
the high cards concave at the sideS| and convex at 
the top and bottom « When you want to cut the 
packs Iqw, for ' blind hookey,' or you are cutting 
dimply jfor high or low, you take the cardB acrosis 
for low, and lengthways for high,'' 
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Mr. Frbike.-^^ I prafaore Mr cards and diee, 
ahd to land a flat by ingemiity and skiU ; for if 
any fhiii; goed irrong, and tiie cards or dice are 
sazed, you naid never fair, it is then mere sttr- 
loise.*' 

Lord ilabe.— "It is difficult to manage at 
' blind hookey,' with fair cards ; so, fViske, take 
these, and^keeplhem in your pocket. If Pop- 
per j will play cards, we '11 call Short for a net^ 
regular pack, which will be the thing if wttst or 
loo, or * ecartfe' is the game ; but you can easily 
change them if be bites at < bKnd hookey.' He 
may like chicken-'hazard. In that event, 9bort, 
I loiow, has got dice and a crttmped box, ao i/te 
are fully prepared on all poiiits. Now then, Wiell- 
done, these {preliminaries bdfttg settled, go you 
down to -the coifee-roora,'and be reading the paper 
against his coming, there must not appear any 
conceit between ns.'' 

A few minutes before eight the Hon. G. F^ep* 
penr arrived in his cabriolet. 

Hon. O. Foppery.— « Wait-here f Lord Holse 
has nfintier here to-day ?' 

Waiter.—-'** Yes, sir. This way, sir, if you 
please.* 

Hon. G. :Foj)pcry.-^« Ah, Wtildone, how-de- 
der ? I dine with Hulse to-day. I believe he 's 
got some ve-ni-son. I'm passionately fond of 
verni-TOn. Wclldonc, where do you nibble to- 
day, eh !•• 

. Captam Welldonc. — ^^ I 'm delighted, my dear 
Fopp^, that in dniing also with his lordship, I 
shall Ibe in CompaiFjr witti so very agreeable a ffel- 
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low. It > a ymy nw:^mcte;d Bli^we^. I f^%}V^ 
you.** 

The lidfenpw tiv^4 UtoUjdirecQQS^lua^ con- 
siderable buade: waabeard upoa tjbie stsMi^. I^r. 
Sl^ut aoMuncfid that diiuier was being ^iit up, 
and then . showed the wajr >9 the dluu^g-irQom — 
thq sanptmn aanctonun.. 

liord Hiil5e.-^<^Ah,, 6eocgy I how pe you? 
I 'm d— -d g^ad to see you. I wa9 afraid we should 
not have ^e advai)t^ge of your compsmy. AQow 
me : My particular IrieAd Mr. Fri^lce, jpoiejuber of 
parlisraeut for-r-^; UieHon. G. FpppeJT, one 
of the most gentlemanly and best Jiearted Allows 
in the world. I need not intro^ce you to Wcll- 
done*?* 

Mr. Friake bowed very low.—*' I am extramely 
plazed with the honour of this introduction/' 

Lord Hulse. — *< George, do me the favour to 
face me, if it .will not be giving you too much 
trouble. There is no one I know so * au faif in 
doing the honours of a table as you. Welldone, 
you sit on mj left, Friske opposite. 1 did expect 
two more, but since they are not here before tbis, 
tbey'll not come. - Waiter, take away the spare 
chairs, &lc., Lhate to see a vacant place at a dinner 
table. Out party will then appear complete." 

During the progress of the dinner, the ho- 
^ nourable gentleman was challenged to take wine 
by all three. One decanter of Short's best 
Malmsey remained stationary by Mr. Foppery ; 
another decanter containing wine and water, was 
at the bead of the table and passed to the right 
and to the left When Foppery was challenged 
by one, the tliird took wine with the fourth, so 
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they all appeared to take (be same quantity of 
wine. 

Lord Rulse. — ** Short, a botfle x>f champagne. 
Friske, do me the favour to draw it." 

Mr. Friske.— < If s a jewel of a hottle, as cool 
as a cowcumber. By St. Patrick, it has come 
red hot from the cooler, and quite numbs my 
fingers in holding it.'' This Irish sally produced 
a roar of laughter. 

By the time dinner was over, Foppery began 
to chatter, got into a ** divil-me-care" kuid of 
humour, (as Friske afterwards expressed it), and 
his eyes began to sparkle, which were as anxiously 
watched by his friends to. know the time when he 
would be ripe for " bleeding," as are the eyes of 
a poor calf, by a butcher, to ascertain to what 
extent the bleeding should go each time, before 
It is filially bled to death.* 

The best judges, in scenes of this kind, usually 
ply a dupe with wine, till he is worked into a 
sportive, careless humour ; under the influence of 
which, he will seethe introduction of cards without 
suspicion ; and then the wine is sent about not suffi- 
ciently at once to completely "sew him up," but 
enough to bewilder and stupify his senses to that 
degree, that he cannot detect what is going for- 
ward. " When the wine is in, the wit is out," so 
says the old adage, and a man under its influence, 
can be induced to do many things, which, when 
sober, he would shudder at. 

During the progress of this hopitable enter- 

* It is scarcely necessary to observe, that it is the cruel practice 
^ ^o Meed a calf 8?eral different times to make the meat white, before 

it is, at length, killed. 



9J 

liiiimeBt, offers of kindness, of every nature^ 
were made by all the parties, to the honourable 
gentleman. When either of 4hem was absent for 
a moment, their good heartedness and amiable 
qpaUties were expatiated upon with no sparing 
hand, till poor Foppery felt convinced, that he 
was in the company of the best fellows in exist- 
ence. Foppery being at length properly* "sprung,** 
the wink passed rounds Lord Hulse, yawned, 
Welldone stretched himself, Friske then gave the 
"cue." 

Mr. Friske. — " Come, come, genllemen, this 
won't do, bee J — s, you must not go to slape. 
What shall we do to kill time 1 Let us go to the 
play." 

Lord Hulse. — " Gx)d, Pm quite sick of the 
theatre, I've had so much of it. — 'Tis a d — d 
bore. — Besides, the weather is so hot, and I feel 
cursed lazv. There are three or four more bottles 
of claret and champagne, in the coolers yet, you 
must not think of starting till they're drank.',' 

Mr, Friske.--^" Well then, suppose we-havc a 
game at cards, for amusement." \ 

Lord Hulse. — " No, d^ — n it, 1 detest cards, and 
I donH like that any friend of mine should lose 
money at my table. But never mind, if you all 
like it. Would you like it, Georgy ?" 

Hon. G. Foppery. — "Foregad, I don't care 
for half an hour." 

Lord Hulse. — " Friske, excuse me, will you de 
me the favour to ring the bell ; I suppose Short 
can get cards. Shorty let's have a new pack of 
cards." 

Short.— "Very well, my lord, Pll send out f#r 

Vol, L— I 
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them immediately," (the hotel is nerer withoiit 
them.) 

Lord Hulse. — " Don't be long. I was sorry, 
, George, to see you lose so heary last night at 
CrockfcMrd's.'' 

Hon. 6. Foppery. — « D — n that * French ha- 
zard,' 1 say, I never can win at it. I lost a 
thousand pound note, and twenty-two. hundred I 
borrowed, for which I gave my check before 
I left." 

Lord Hulse. — "The fairest game played, on 
which there can be no pull, is this, — the name of 
it I forget, — but you cut a pack of cards into 
whatever number of packs vou like, but there 
must always be an odd pacK, to decide whether 
you win or lose. Oh ! here are the cards, now I 
can show you. See; I cut the cards, for instance, 
into seven packs. You are the banker, we 'II say, 
and therefore a pack is cut to you, from oflF one 
of the others. Those who like to bet, bet on any 
one pack, or on all the packs, what they like, that 
the bottom of each pack, is higher than the one 
cut to you. You turn up your pack first, which, 
we '11 say, is a ten. The other packs are then 
turned up. Well, you see there are four below 
a ten, and three above, you win upon four, and 
lose upon three ; you therefore, win one stake 
from all the betters. If a king or an ace had 
been cut to you, and all the other packs w<^re 
below it, you win upon the seven packs. When 
the last cut is lower than all the rest, you lose 
upon all, and are cut out, tipon which the next 
person becomes the banker. Do you under- 
stand?" 
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Hon, G. Popperj,— ^< Yes, pretty well." 
Lord Hulse. — *^ Oh I its the fairest gaoie 
played." 

Captain Welldone. — " Decidedly the fairest** 
Mr. Friske, (pretending to speak thick.) — "Bee 
the poors, there can be no chating.** 1(Mjr. Friske 
here made a quick change with the one pack for 
the other, with which Lord Hulse had previously 
provided him.) Lord HuIpc, commencing as 
banker. 

Lord Hulse. — " WeD, gentlemen, you must not 
bet high.— Friske, cut for me.*' 
Mr. Friske. — " Tahn poonds on aich pack." 
Lord Hulse. — " You commence too high, 
Friske." 

Mr. Friske. — " Five poonds on aich, then." 
Captain Welldone. — " Two pounds" on each." 
Hon. G. Foppery. — « One pound on each." 
Lord Hulse. — " I have a queen. Tura up 
your packs: a three; seven; king; ace; ten; 
queen ; knave. Upon all pairs you lose. You 
lose each five points and win two. Two from 
five leaves three. I score three points upon the 
balance. Keep an account, gentlemen." 

Friske jGlS 

Welldone .... 60 
Foppery .... 30 
Lord Hulse.—" What is it to be this time ?** 
Mr. Friske.—" Tahn poonds upon aich.** 
Captain Welldone. — " Five pounds.*' 
Hon. G. Foppery. — " Come, five pounds.*' 
Lord Hulse. — " Mme *s a king. What are the 
others? Two; five; king; ten; ace; queen; 
knave. I win six points audi lose one. Fire 
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points to me. When a king is eut to the bank ^ 
double stakes are lost. That makes, 
. Friske .... £115 
Welldone .... 56-0 
Foppery .... 53 0'* 

Mr. Friske. — "Bee St. Patrick, how unlucky!" 

The wink was now given to Friske to ftut Lord 
Hulse out. His lordship, of course, then lost 
part back. ^Captam Welldone then was banker, 
but cut out at once by Lord Hulse, and he lost to 
to all three. Foppery was now pleased, as by 
this manoeuvring be was made a winner^ and be- 
came banker. Welldone cut him oyt immediately, 
•nd the cards came to Friske, who was also cut 
out The cards then returned into the hands of 
Lord Hulse. 

Lord Hulse.—" Well, gentlemen, there is no 
harm done yet; luck, you see, veers about; 
George is the only winner. I never saw the 
cards work so even." 

Hon. G. Foppery. — •< (Hiccup.) It is a very 
fine game." 

Lord Hulse, (in imitation of what the croupiers 
«ay at the hells,) — "Make your game, gentlemen." 

Mr. Friske. — " Twahnty poonds on aich." 

Captain Welldone.—" Ten pounds." ' 
. Hon. G. Foppery. — " Twenty pounds all 
round." 

Lord Hulse. — ^* Cut, Friske. An ace, I vow. 
You need not turn up the packs, I must win upon 
all, and three times over, because, it 's an aee. 
Seven times twenty are ^140; three times 140 
are £420. 
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Friske . .115 and 420 is £SS5. 
Wclldone . 56 —210— 266. 
Foppery, we were clear, it is now 420.** 
It would be a waste of time, and would become 
unintelligible, to dilate farther upon the variationi 
of the game. Suffice it, that when Mr. Foppery's 
eyes began to' blink, and every word to oe pre- 
faced by a « hiccup,'' from the heavy potations 
he had taken, it was thought advisable to give 
over play. The accounts then stood thus — 
Mr. Friske owed to Lord Hulse . jC1780. 
« to Hon. 6. Foppery 430. 

« to Captain Welldone 942. 

Lord Hulse jowed to Captain Welldone 1300. 
Hon. G. Foppery owed to Lord Hulse 2375. 
" to Captaia Welldone 750. 

.Lord Hulse,. (pretending to be half-seas over.) 
— "Friske, open — open — open, I say, another 
bottle of champagne. Come, George," (giving 
him a smart slap upon the shoulder,) " don't go 
to sleep, man." 

. Hon. G. Foppery.— «-< What 's the matter? 
(hiccup,) what 's the matter ? Oh ! (hiccup^r) 
I'm very (hiccup) very drunk, (hiccup). What 
have (hiccup) I won? — what have I won?— 
(hiccup.)" 

Mr. Friske. — " I owe you ^^430, George. 
Short, breng a shate of paper, I 'II give a chack 
for what I 've lost. Bad luck to it ! I 've lost full 
thray thoosand poonds." 

Checks were then exchanged all round. After 
a parting glass, the Hon. G. Foppery took his 
departure, reeling. 
Mr. Friske closed the door. << What the divil 

12 
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A^U I do 1 I have not twahnty poonds at mj 
bioiker's." 

Lord Hulse.— *<< I have n't much more.— O ! I 
tell you what do ; be down at the opening of 
Drummond's, and i^et the * ready' for Foppery's 
checks, and pay ^500 into your own banker's 
to meet it. . Depend upon it, Foppery wont think 
a word about your ebeck till ttie middle of the 
day ; he '11 not be up before." 

Captain Welldone. — «* Let's orack another 
bottle of wine over it. We managed Foppery to 
a miracle." 

Mr. Friske. — " He did not know whether he 
had won or lost. I wish we had put him down 
another thoosand." 

The checks which had passed between Friske, 
Welldone, and Lord Hulse, were then destroyed. 
Lord^Hulse lit a segar With Friske's for jC1780. 

The next morning Friske did as his patron di- 
rected, and was at Short's to breakfast by twelv^ 
o'clock, according to appointment, where his 
lordship and Welldone were in waiting for him. 
Friske entered tuning " O ! w^ack, Judy O'Flan- 
nagin,?' by which they knew all was right, and 
irithout farther delay they proceeded to business. 
Lord Hulse was accountant. 

Foppery's check to Lord Hulse . . . £2S75 
Ditto ditto to Captain Welldone . 750 

Difiarence between FHske's check to 
Foppery and the jC500 paid into his 
banker's 70 
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Ffom which deduct—^ 

Paid into Friske's btiiker's : £500) 

Short*» Irill for dinner, &c. : 25 \ 735 

A present to Short : : : 200 ) 



To be divided into three equal parts : 3)^70 
^ Each. : £S2a 6 8 

The division being made, and the moneys 
"welled," Lord Hulse ran^ thp beU, which wa« 
answered by Short, full of expectation. 

Lord Hnlse. — -"Short, here's twenty-five 
pounds for y<Kir bill, and a present of two hun- 
dred. We did not do much." ' 

Bhort. — " This won't do, my lord, I must come 
in for my full whack. To risk the reputation of 
my hotel," (Lord Hulse, Welldone, and Friske 
laughed heartily,) "for^uch a trifle. I saw one 
chqck drawn for upwards of jC2000." (Short 
had cunningly remained in a corner of the room 
unobserved, while the checks were passing.) 

Lord Hulse. — -."Nonsense, Short; you don't 
Have another * mag ;' Mr. Friske lost to our friend, 
which he was obliged to meet. We only * drew* 
him of about £1300 altogether. You come off 
d— d well. Short, so be content, or we shall shift 
out scene of action another time.'' ' 

. Short pocketed the money, grunibiing to him- 
self, and left the roonri. He soon after returned 
with the running accounts of each, and requested 
payment, which coujd not be refused.* 

• It if w»n known that SImH " feeda" hit « friends*' for a mtmfk 
«f tw», wh«a they ha?e not ** a ihot in the locker," and arailf biai^ 
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Two days after this event, Friske was seen 
riding a ^* blood," with a servant behind bun; 
Captain Welldone driving a good « turn out" of a 
stanhope ; and Lord Hulse a *^ heavy drag" with 
a pair of "grays." Thus they appeared,* in no 
time, upon the "high Toby," upon the grand 
look-out for fresh flats. 

Nothing coujd convince Fopper]^ that he was 
doncy for when the transaction was a little talked 
about, and certain hints thrown out respectisg the 
character of^he parties, he turned a deaf ear, ex- 
claiming, " I never spent a more delite-ful evening 
in Aiy life." 

" And are there tnen," asked the Mtrquis of 
Meadowdale, upon the baronet^s pausing awhile 
at this part of his friend's dramatised description 
of one sporting adventure, "to be found, moving 
in respectable* life, who can .enact so infamous a 
robbery V^ * 

" Yes, my lord, and much worse," replied Sir 
Walter. 

" The pretences, the deceptions, and the by- 
play of this scene," added Lord Upland, « are. 
admhrably depicted." 

" ^he whole, in fact, is drawn with a strength, 
a vigotir, and a degree of accuracy beyond mj 
expectations," rejoined the baronet. " It is a key 
to many similar tragedies in private life, — for 
tragedies they are, as they lead, in Ute end, to 
consequences of the most appalling kind. If it 

•elf of p«riodf, rach as is here described, to be paid, chai^g, at 
may be imagined, weU for the credit. 
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were it question between the plundered and the 
plunderers — the first chargeable with weakness, 
and the last with villany — it would not so much 
matter ; but the innocent families and friends of 
the dupes are finally the greatest sufferers. But 
Mr. .Cleveland here has only touched upon a 
small part of ths^ gaming web,' as he happily de- 
nominates the system. I should be very glad to 
be favoured with Lady Meadowdale's opinion," 
continued the baronet, and glancing to her lady- 
ship, " for 1 agree with the noble marquis, that it 
is a subject in which the ladies have a deep inte- 
rest.^ 

" I have ever held a gambler in the utmost hor- 
ror," said the marchioness ; *«and what you have 
just kindly read, with which I have been much 
struck, has farther convinced me of the propriety 
of my sentiments." 

Sir Walter Mortimer then resumed the manu- 
script of his friend : — 

The same party,' in a subsequent instance q{ 
the like kind, did not reap their expected harvest. 

A young citizen of considerable fortune, was 
drawn of a still larger sum, but a small pcirtion 
only was paid. Arrangements were making to 
pay the balance by instalments, when the particu- 
lars reached the ears of the dupe's friends, wt|p, 
seeing through the business, immediately employed 
their solicitors, when the following correspond- 
ence took place uppo the subject. 

« We are direpted by the ]:eIatiYes of Mr. 
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, to request that jou wHl immediately rie- 

turn to him .ike jCSOO which he paid you last 

Monday, in part of a sum of money won of him 

at cards. 

"We are, Sir, 

*' Your obedient servants^ ^ 

« & . 

*' LincoWf Inn New Square, 
"JttiyUtfc, 18— . 
" To P. lYitke, Esq. JM. P." 

Mr. Frislce upon receiving it, lost not a moment 
ia comniunicating with Lord Uulse. 

«* Thureday, 4 o'clock. 

" Dear Hulse, 

" I have received a letter from Mr. 



■ ^ g Solicitors, respecting the money we won 
of him. 
" I wantjto see you about it, as soon as possible. 

I will be at the coffee-house at nine o'clock. 

Appoint Welldbne to come there. 

*« Yoars faithfully, 

*«P. Friske. 

**TotheRt,Hon.LordHulse,*^ 

Bf half-past' nine the three gentlemen had as- 
sembled at the tavern. 

Mn Friske, (after the letter had been read.) — 
« What am I to do, Hulse V 

Lord Hulse. — " To return the money would 
be a tadt acknowledgementtbat all was not right 
No, we must have a fight for it. Write to Mr. 

His lordship then composed the following letter 
for Friske to write. 
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" Dear Sie, *• 

<< I WAS much surprised to receive a letter 

this morning, from Messrs. an<) , who 

state themselves to he your solicitors, requiring 
the return of the jCSOO you paid in part of what 
I won of you, 

^^ I cannot suppose that this step has been taken 
by your instructions. 

^^ You are aware I lost to Lord Hulse, and 
Captain Welldone, a much larger suin together 
than I won of you, which I paid on the following 
day. When I lose, I expect to pay, and when I 
win, I expect, of course, to be paid. 

"You stood the chaiiqe of winning, and be- 
cause you lost,. I put it to you, whether it is con- 
sistent with the principles of a gentleman, or a 
man of honour, to fly to a lawyer ? I am confi- " 
dent you havQ not. . ' - 

" I am in i|a particular hurry to receive the 
balance, pay me when it is c^uite convenient ; but 
I am certainly eiftiiled to it, and shall expect to 
have it. 

" I am. Dear Sir, 

" Truly yours, 

**P. Priske. 

« To , Esq:' 

Lord Hulse. — " I have touched him here closely 
upon thfe score of a gentleman. It may answer." 

Captain Welldone.—" If it don't, Friske must . 
send me with a message to him. It will frighten 
him into paying the rest of the money, or cause 
him to make no stir in the matter." 






I 
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Friske^mWardly, did not much approve of this 
suggestion, .and breathed a little freely when his 
patron dismissed the idea. 

Lord Hulse. — ** A challenge will not do in this 
instance. If it was an affair with a person, who 
was afraid of the circumstance reaching the ears 
of his parents or friends, tie must settle. Or doubt 
the play was fair, in which case His * pay or fight,* * 
for a gentleman's honour must not lie so pointedly 
suspected with impunity, though there are some 
who don't mind such a thing. Here it is, different. 
We have to deal with a city fellow, and his clerks 
of relatives, who have not those nice gentlemanly 
notions ; a challenge, therefore, would be thrown 
away, and serve only to drive them furious. We 
must jnake no such fuss, it must be settled quietly.'* 

Mr. took Friske's letter to Messrs. —— 

and , and two- days after the following reply 

was received. 



"Sir, 

" Mr. — — has sent us your letter of 
JixYy 16, to answer. 

« We are instructed to delay no longer legal 
proceedings. 

" Full particulars of the whole transaction are 
being drawn up, for publication in the newspapers, 
unless you instantly pay back the money. 
« We are. Sir, 

"Your obedient servants, 

" & . 

<* lAncotnU Inn New Sfum'$* 
July 18, lS-» 
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On the receipt, of this, Friske flew, without 
swallowing his breakfast, in a sad IHght to Captain 
Welldone, who lived near bifli, and the two went 
immediately to Lord Hulse. 

Mr Friske.— "Bee the poors, Hulse, wa'vegot 
our l^g in a tarreble plug-hole. Here 's anotbar 
lattar from those d — d lawyers, botharation to it. 
Bad luck to them ! they don't like any money to 
bay fin^ared but bee tbamsahres." 

Lord Hulse, {after pausing a few moments, on 
reading the letter). -r-0 ! I see what they would 
be after. They want to alarm you into a restitu- 
tion o[ the money. Never fear, man, there will 
be no exposure, a * citV credit is d — d at once if 
it 's known he gambles. Secrecy is worth more 
than the jCdOO: we must keep that, and give up 
the debt. Write this letter." 

*« JBrook-street, July 19, 18—. 

^'Gentlemen, 

" In reply td your letter of yesterday's 

date, I have to remark, that Mr. was not 

compelled to play ; he only lost to me, and I lost 
to two other gentlemen if greater^sum altogether 

than I won of Mr. — ^ . No one, therefore, 

can, or dare, dispute but what the game was fair, 

^* From the conduct Mr • pursues,! 

perceive he wants to get off the payment of the 
money still due ; it cannot be enforced, therefore, 
I shall leave it to bis honour. But with respect 
to returning back the part be has paid, it is wholly 
out of the question : such an act would bespeak' 

Vol. L— K 
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a consciousness of foul play, which my own lositGC 
jSufBciently disprove. 

" I am, Gentlemen, 

" Your obedient Servant, 

" P. Friske. 

« To Mmaii, #• - 



)i 



The friends of Mr. 



held a xx)nsuItation 



upon receipt of this letter, when it was agreed 
upon, as most advisable, t<> drop the matter en- 
tirely, and not to mind the jC800. 

This awkward occurrence kept the captain and 
the member in a fever while it lasted. For after 
paying two or three bills out of their shares of the 
JC800, the remainder had been dropped intQ 
Grockford^s '< sinking fund ;** and^ therefore, had 
it been insisted upon, (with which they must have 
complied,^ the money could not have been re- 
stored without putting them to a great ditBculty. 

Sir Walter Mortimer was an excellent reader 
at all times, but he threw into the reading of his 
friend's production a degree of humour, that, 
while it ditd not destroy the sense, was excessively 
amusing. The Irish seem to asperate the letter 
« h** almost with every wordy in winch, together 
with a short pronunciation, the principal part of 
their brogue consists. The baronet gave the 
^Iriiihman to the very life ; in fact, he read the 
whole so well, and with such diversity of charac- 
teristics, that ^* it was,*' as Lord Upland expressed 
to his family when Sir Walter had Ieft» *^ as good 
as ^ play to bear him/' 
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CHAPTER VL 

• r 

Th£ noble hm\y in Portman Square vete now 
beginnings to make preparations to leave town^ for 
their rooiantio castle in the north of Wales. Par- 
liament was up, and there was nothing to d^lay 
them in LondcoL A fortnight from this period 
was fixed upbn for their departure. The baroi^et, 
as .may well he supposed, was invited to pptss Its 
muchnime with them as he might feel dispose^. 
It was agreed that he should join theiiri at Malvern, 
where the noble marquis proposed staying a few 
days, in order to give his amiable lady the benefit 
of the waters of the Well-bouse, and the fine open 
air of the neighbourhood, and then to accompany 
theoi to tteir final destination, an addition to tj^ 
btailj party very desirable, throngb the dull and 
rugged roads they would have to. pass in their 
way to Ibe castle. Town did not yery wel] agree 
wi& the marchioness, who began to feel languid 
and estremely low in spirits, arising, it was co«i- 
sidered, ivom the hea;yy and smoky atmosphere of 
Londion, which, with some consttotionS) is eX" 
tremely xippressive. . 

The w)iole household were in a state of grejitt 
activity, the moneiiA such intentions ^ene &«-; 
Bounced. The marctuoness, and. Lady £li«^, 
were otit daily making necessary purchases. In 
their rounds, Hiey wece occasioiiiaUy at'tended by 



Bir Walter, who lost no opportunity to be near 
the bewitching object of bid tenderest emotions. 
His passion for that sweet creature had, at length, 
reached a degree of intensity, that his heart sick- 
ened, away from her ladyship, and revived in ec- 
Stacy, in herpre^nce. \n proportion to the pro- 
foundness of his feelings, so was his circumspection 
towards her regulated. He had not yet ventured 
to intimate beyond a look or a sigh, which might 
or might not have been obficrved by her ladyship, 
the all-powerful sentiments that swelled his manjy 
breast, to nearly an oblivious influence oVer aH 
other thoughts. He, however, determined, if 
fortune gave him the opportunity during his sojourn 
at the castla, at once to acK]uaint her with the state 
of his mind, and obtain, in return, a declaration 
that would decide his iate,--*-a declaration that 
would make him either the happiest or the most 
miserable of men: He dkl flatter himself, that 
Lady Eliza looked upon him with a more favour* 
able eje^ and a sweeter smile, than, he thought, 
she bestowed upon any other visiter to her noble 
parents' mansion* yet il might prove the surmise 
only of a sanguine and an ambitious mind, pie* 
turing a state of things deceptive and fatal to hb 
peace. He saw, too, with the deepest concern, 
that there were two or three gentteraen of higfr 
pretensions who called in Portman "Square, as 
often as they decently could, and who always paid 
her ladyship very marked attention ; and that 
when she appeared in conipliay, or at the opera, 
or at Ahnack's, she was an object of universal 
admiration and interest. His mfaid was ill at ease 
whenever her ladyship smiled at, or talked, or 
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8ance<f iritlr any pn^, who, froto their mnk ttntf 
ibrtttt]^, cotdd put in ^heir :claifn to he^ band. It 
was only in the family drcte, or jn ^e company 
of tli08C$9 where he considered there was no danger 
of a predHebtbn arising, that his tumultuous ideas 
would subside iuto a blissful cahn. 

Love impulses^ a fertHity of invention, at one 
moment to arise from fear, at another, from hope; 
*-the thorns and flowers, witti which the path of a 
lover are strewed. 

In a mood somewhat pensive, tire baronet was 
gaining by slow and measured steps Camfeerland 
'6fete, at the moment the Marchioness of Meadow- 
dale's carriage drove into the park at that avenue. 
ft would have passed uiiobserved, as his eye was 
cast towards the ground, but for the motion made 
by the coachman and footmen^ in touching their 
hats to him, as they proceeded by him, which 
caught his side view. He turned rapidly round, 
and then received d Wkve of the hands from the 
marchioness, and ^a% Eliza, who were taking 
an airing^ in «n open carriage, as the weather was 
fine and warm. The .coachman pulled up, and 
SSr Walter, with great alacrity, approached the 
ladies to mi^e inquirfes after their healAs. 

"'W^ are nci great baste, Sir Waltei^,*' said the 

Marchioness of Meadowdale, ** for wfe are late 

'to ah ajipoibtfti^ We'have with the Countess of 

La^hsiade. We *have^' therefore, only time to 

(Sfiy how 46 iJ^u 4o^ and-^hali we see you at dmtier 

• * 

«¥o^ad^*e ihiiwltt ifpfcoun^* replied the baro- 
ni6t- ^4M ff wis t6^emi\i gWat plcasnt^/" ' 
' As <*«e danriage krtlecl awaiy, tie recieited a 
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|K^D{>erty lieft bi the comity ^f SKgo. Wtvt yoti' 
down here, w^migbt manage a sly'^ ftt the tHA- 
gentlefnan's obfkn ; I can 4^ nothing alone. He 
hetB a little upon races, but t am quite eut of ^ 
irajr of itearning how they come oS^ lhei*fefor^ I 
leave races alone. He talks of passing the Wintet* 
in London* I eitpatiated upon the act^antages of 
an introduction to you, which I have promised to 
give him. As' he is fond of dancing, t represented 
the facility he would tben have of gcAng to Al- 
• mack's, and al] the crack balls. He was tineom- 
monly pleased at the idea. He has not long left 
Oxford, where the lads, not only obtain a frmat- 
tering of the clifliaics, but think they get pretty 
knowings; ^the half-knowing ones,' you ueed to 
say, <make sometimes the greatest flatd.' He 
prides himself upon billiards, and is a daily visiter 
to — — -'s rooms. Welldone could *giVe him ten 
points, and beat him easily. 

" Should there be nothing doing in town, you 
and Welldone had better come down immedidtely^ 

** I am now on the point of meeting him for a 
ride together, to Great Malvern. He has an old 
rich aunt at the Well-house. l^xcuse haste, adieu. 

" I am. Dear Hulse, 

"Faithfully yonrs, 
, "P. Pkiwe.** 

A few hours After the receipt of this, foynd 
Lord Hulse and Captain Welldone oil their 
way to Cheltenham, travelling with ril imaginiA)}e 
speed. 

On their arrival trtthe Plough, Frisks wits at 
the theatre, witnessing Golonel Berkeley *' staHc- 
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ing hia shapes'' through a part, amid the louil 
wbisp^rs^ and titters of his uamerous fair acquaint- 
ances. 

When he returned from the play, he found 
Welldone and his lordship discussing, with great 
relish, a grilled chicken and mushroom sauce, imd 
a cool bottle of claret, by way of a restorer from 
the fatigues of the journey. 

'Mr. Priske.-— ** Bee the poors, I'm glad you 're 
come. I have the finest flat in tow imaginable. 
Hay puts up hare, but bay bas gone to bed thase 
two hours." 

Lord Hulse. — ** You are one of the best fellows 
at picking up flats in the world You ought to 
be retained upon Crockford's establishment. You 
would soon fill up the vacancies made by those 
who; by their losses to it, are compelled to move 
off" the scene into retirement." 

Mr. Friske.-r-" B« e St Patrick, Hulse, no bad 
thing to bay in Crockford's * red book' fur a good 

sinacure, as Mr. , Lonl — — ^, Sir , and 

a few more lookers out tor his hell are, or to re- 
caive a good bonus out of what a man may drop, 
who you take thare, bekase you can make nothing 
of him yourself. How shall we manage Mr. 
Courtnay 1 Hay goes to Thompson's wells avavy 
morning before braikfast, so Hulse and I will 
lounge to them as if by chance. Way shall bay 
sure to meet him,'' 

Lord Hulse. — << Good. Do you think he 'U 
bleed handsomely at billiards !" 

Mr. Friske. — " Proparly humoured, I have no 
doubt of it." 

Lord Hulse • — " Well^ then,, Welldone must be 
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Icepit ill tlte back-fpround; You intnodnce me lof 
bim the first opportunity, Mid we'll eoataiwe to 
repair to the billiard rooms. Welldone must ooAie 
in by chance, and appear not td know ua. I 'II 
play fai^ a mb or t#o^ and throw up my eue. It 
iriil then be open for Welldone to take him up^ 
«nd be must lose to hitn at firnt He w'M tfaoabe 
worked into a confidence ot his superioritj of 
phjy and be induced to bet high. Yoii must back 
him thick and thin a^iiist Welldone, i;#ith Well- 
done and me. Should I see the opportunity, I 
will make a few bets round the room. Welldcaaie 
must have \£500 to show.'^ 

Thc-fieait^ tiiortting Lord Hubc and Mr. Court- 
nay were introduced to each Dther at the wells, 
and the three returned to the Plough to breakfast. 
During the repast the conversation was lively : 
the pleasures of the country, the amusements of 
town, and sporting subjects were all dilated upon^;. 
but a match at billiards was the pivot upon^wUch 
they all turned. It was seen' agreed that Lord 
Hube and Mr. Court nay were to play, and for 
that purpose, when breakfast was over,, they ad- 
journed to the billiard rooms. 

Lord Hulse.— " 1 suppose, Mr. Courtnay, you 
ate a good player." 

, Nfr Oouvtnay.-^^^ Among the middlingB, my 
lord." 

Lord Hulse. — " I play wretctedJy." 

Mr. Coqrtnay.-^'' Marker, let me hav« that 
cue I played with yesterday.'* 

Markesr.— <* Here it is, sir." 

Lord Hulse. — ^* Give me a nice 90e, not too 
kt3avy.f^You can give me points, I should think." 



Mr. Cout?(iiay.~" We *H play a game or two 
eveu, and we shall ^hea be 1;>ett^ able to judge of 
each other's play.'* 

Lord Huhe. — "Very well. We'll play Jar a 
pound, t6 make the game interestjiig. 1 sball 
only play a rubber or two." 

Mr. Courtnay.^-" A pound a game ? 'dene." 

The first game bis lordship soon lost. While 
the second was being played. Captain Welidone 
came into the room, without stirring a muscle of 
recognition to bis friends. After oi>serving a few 
hazards, and when the game was, — Lord Hulse 
twelve, to Mr. Courtnay's seven, he offered to 
back his lordship at three pounds to two. 

Mr. Friske.-— '* I '11 take your thray to two, sir." 

Captain Welidone. — " It 's a bet, sir. I 'Jl bet 
it again." 

Mr. Courtnay. — " Done, sir." ^ 
' A stranger. — " Will you bet it again, sir V* 

Captain Welidone. — "No, I've quite enough 
on it." 

Lord Hulse lost the game. He also lost the 
third and the fourth, when he threw down his 
cue, exclaiming, he really could not play. 

Mr. Courtnay wqu of Lord Hulse four pounds, 
and of Captain Welidone thirteen, having also 
made several other bets with him. The captain 
lost to Friske twenty-five pounds. 

Captain WeUdo»e. — " I '11 play you a game, 
sir, if you like" • 

Mr. Courtnay,— "I don't mind, sir; but I 
don^t know your play." 

Captain Welidone.—" A very indifferent plUyer. 
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I tbink, from your style of play with your late 
antagonist, that you can give me odds. My game 
18 no better, if so good, as that gentleman's." . 

Mr. Courtna>. — " Will you go first, or shall 1 1" 

Captain Welldone.^ — « I alirays think the fair- 
est way is to string for first.** 

In the trjal, Mr. Courtnay^s ball was nearest 
the cushion. 

Mr. Courtnay.— " 'Tis my first." 

* Captain Welldone.— **^ We Ml have some trifling 
bet. A pbund the game and two pounds the ri^b." 

Mr. Courtnay. — " As Ihave won of you, sir, I 
don't mind." 

Mr. Friske. — " Shall we have a bait, sir P* 

Captain Welldone.—" With all my heart; five 
pounds a game, if you like." 

Mr. Friske. — " Done, sir." 

Captain Welldone, to make it appear he was a 
novice, and to mask his excellent play, held bis 
cue most awkwardly, and made a bad bridge tor 
it. He missed his cue now and then, but still 
made some good cannons and hazards, and won 
two or three "games out of six or seven. 

Captain Welldone. — *' You are too much for 
me, sir ; you can give me odds." 

Mr. Courtnay — " Well, sir, if you think 1 can, 
take the white hazard." 

Marker. — " You can give the red, sir." 

Mr. Courtnay, — " Well, score him three." 

* A few more games were played, still to the dis- 
advantage of the captain, who, at last, gave over 
play, pretepded to be out of humour, and swore 
roundly. 
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Captain WeUdone. — *< Marker, how stand ihe 
games V 

Marker, (looking at thp slate.) — "One pound 
a gamp, tw6 pounds the rub. 

Five ^hort rubs .... jC20 
Three long ditto .... 90. 

By-bets £S. to 2, three times 6 
Ditto, .£10. to 1, once . • 10 



Lost before 



36 
13 

£49 



''Forty-nine pounds, $ir.'' 
Captain Welldone, (taking out bis pocke^ book, 
and flourishing the large coll of notes with which 
he was purposely provided.) — " Forty-nine pounds 
to you, sir. there are fifty pounds; be good 
enough to give me a sovereign. ' And now, sir," 
(turning to Mr. Friske,) '/what do I owe you?" 
Mr.sPriske, (read from a paper,) — 
"Five short rubs . . , * ^. £50 
Three long ditto . . . . . 15 .0 
By-bets ....... 27 6 



Lost before 



92 0^ 
25 



" A hundred and savantain popnds, sir." i 
Captain Welldone.—" A hundred and s^rejt* 
Vol. I.— L 
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teen pounds, eh ? Give me three pounds, sir 
here are twelve tens.^ 

Mr. Priske, (pocketing the money,) — "You 've 
been unlucky, sir." 

Captain Welldone. — "A little so; a mere 
trifle.*' 

Welldone made an appointment for the morrow, 
to have another trial, and then left the room. 
Friflke gave the marker five pounds, and Mr. 
Courtnay two. Lord Hulse took some bets from 
the strangers round, and picked up twenty-two 
pounds. Lord Hulse, Mr. Friske, and Mr. 
Courtnay then returned together to the Plough, 
ordered dinner, and retired to dress. 

Captain Welldone, soon after, found his way, 
by the back staircase, to Lord Hulse's dressing 
room, where Friske also was. 

Mr. Friske. — « Shall way try to make him play 
at cards 1'* 

Lord Hulse. — " No ; we have not been friends 

9ng enough. Besides, Welldone and us must 

^nttnue to appear to be strangers for the present ; 

we roust not appear in it at all. We shall work 

* him at billiards to-morrow to a dead certainty, for 

he 's in ecstacies at bis success to-day, and regrets 

he did not bet with Welldone as high as Friske 

did.*' 

Mr. Friske. — " Hay has not much of the raidy, 
I balaive ; but his bond would be good for tahn 
ihoosand." 

Lord Htilse.-^" His papa keeps him short, eh ! 
Well, his bond would be no bad catch. Now 
)M^6 see how we stand byihe morning : 



•- ^* ^^ ^. ^ - •^— -^ 
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W. lost to C . by backing H. £\S 

Do« himself 36 

V. gave the marker • • • 5 

H. lost to C 4 



58 
Deduct — won by H. of strangers 82 



Out jCSe 



Out just twelve « gold-finches,' each upon a 
good adventure." 

While these happy expectations were being in- 
dulged in by these worthies of the Plough, the 
under-strappers of this kind of drama, who come 
in for their gl,eanings, were not idle. 

The marker told his roaster, who was absent 
during the previous scene, all the particulars. 
The master cursed his ill stars that, in being away, 
he did not leave word where he could be found, 
-—a precaution generally taken by all billiard-table 
owners, who make a shrewd guess of what is 
going forward, and reap a harvest accordingly* 
Indeed, Jhere are but few tables which have not 
their regular Greeks, who work for the table and 
divide the plunder with the owner, which is re- 
ceived in secret. 

The marker, in the evening, went also to^ a 
public house, to smoke his segar, (so common has 
that practice become,) and take his glass of grog, 
where he was in the habit of meeting with the 
sharks connected with the billiard roofnsin Lon- 
don, who move to watering-places, &c. at tbis 
season, and from whom he gains some useful in- 
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formation of certain visiters from that hot-bed of 
loose fry. 

The marker himseif did not know one of the 
parties, nor could he at all learn by the description 
he gave of them, or the inquiries he made. 

However, he said sufficient to put a good many 
uponihe "qui-vive'' that there could be something 
got, which caused the room&to be fully attended 
on the morrow. 

But to retdrn to the Plough : 

Lord HulsCy Mr. Friske^ and Mr. Courtnay, 
smoking Segars and drinking iced Punch. 

Mr. Courtnay.-— "I shWlbe most happy to see 
you, my Lord Hulse, and Mr. Priske^ at my father's 
seat in November. It is the largest in all the 
county, and we have the finest preserve of game 
in those parts." 

Lord Hulse. — "You are extremely kind, sir ; 
but when you once get me there, you will have a 
great difficulty to rid yourself of me again. I am 
an incessant sportsman, and where I take up my 
quarters for sporting, d — me if I like to leave 
them, till a bird cannot be turned up ibr five miles 
round." 

Mr. Courtnay, — " You are a good shot then, 
my lord, I take it r 

Lord Hulse. — " Yes — so, so ; but if 1 were as 
good a shot as you are a billiard player, I should 
never misd my bird, as you never miss a hazard, 
when you are intent upon making: it." 
" Mr. Courtnay..^" My lord, you flatter me. I 
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think I do play pretty well, though ; I certainly 
made some beautiful strokes to«daj.'' 

Lord Hulse. — "Yes, d— d fine. I 'd back you 
for twenty thousand against th^t gentleman you 
played with after rhe. I could beat him myself; 
be could not pla} at all. I am informed he is a 
man of immense wealth." 
. Mr. Courtpay. — " Do you think he is as rich 
as my father ? My father has fifty thousand 
a year.*' 

Mr. Priskf. — " Take a pinch of snuff, my dair 
sir ; it is some of Pontet's best mixture.— Fifty 
thoosand a yair !^' added Friske in an undertone : 
at the same time he received a severe tread upon 
his foot from Lord Hulse, whose coolness never 
forsook him. 

Mr. Courtnay. — ** It 's thc^most delicious spuff 
I ever took." 

Mr. Friske.—" Then pray do may the honour 
to recaive a canastair of it. I never travail with- 
out a good sjtock to halp^my friends in the country 
to some, where no' good can bay obtai«<(ed. Buo- 
naparte was a nice lad to take snuff; all grate men," 
opening his box for a pinch, " take snuff, it clairs 
thehaid." 

Mr. CouHnay.-^" I 'm afraid I shall be robbing 
yoUi or I would accept your polite offer." 

Mr. Friske.— T." Not at hall, sir, not at hall. 
Bee the poors, my own father would not bay 
more wailcome. You shall have a canastair to- 
morrow.'* 

The trio soon separated for repose. 

The next day the party were at the billiard 
rooms by the time appointed, Welldone, BOt to 

L2 
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Appear too eager, did not arrive for nearly half an 
hour after, the whole of which time Mr. Courtnay 
was in a fidget, and almost apprehended that he 
would not come^ He held ciye in hand, and had 
the end well chalked* The room was full of 
persons, each forming different ideas and differetit 
plans for the guidance of their conduct. Well- 
Gone, on his entrance, was recognised by two or 
three present, who had seen him pla)' at Gregory's 
In town, but they ' took no notice of him ; they 
would not spoil a good thing, but inake the most 
of it they could upon the sly. Welldone, seeing 
so many personfii present, wanted a private room, 
t)ut there were oi)ly two roonis, iind botl^ consi- 
dered public, thej'efore the request could not be 
granted. The gentlemen look off their coats for 
the encounter. The captain had his own cue, 
which he never travelled without, and which his 
' groom brought for the occasion. 

Captain Welldone. — " You beat me shamefully 
yesterday, sir; 1 think. I must have five points 
from you to-day. 1 have no confidence." ^ 

Mr- Courtnay.—" Til give you the red hazard 
again to-day, and, if 1 beat you, you shall have 
five." ' 

Captain Welldone. — ^< Very well. We bet a 
pound the game, and two pounds the" rub, as 
tefore.'' 

Mr. Priske. — " I '11 bait you tahn poonds the 
game.'* 

Captain Welldone.— «« You shall, sir.'' 

A few games were played with ahemate success 

^ on both sides. The game became interesting to 

the by-standers, who made bets among themselves, 



mnd money t was soon changing masters* While 
the captain was playing this "off and on'* game, 
Lord Huise, Mr. Frisk e, and the captain, confined 
their bets to themselves, excepting when the cap- 
tain ofibred a cnrious heavy bet upon a game he 
intended to lose, which^ he well judged, would not 
be taken, and did not like his play when he in« 
tended to win, by which hints the} managed to wia 
of indifferent persons what they could. 

At length Mr. Gourtnay, on a game, was nine- 
teen to the captain's five, and it was the latter's 
ptay. The balls were so situated on the table^ 
that it appeared impossible to scoie off them. 

Captain Welldone. — *' i '11 take two hundred te 
five that I score and make the game." - 

Mr. Priske. — " I '11 bait you, sir, twice over, 
you don't.** 

Mr. Courtnay. — " 1 '11 bet you two hundred 
to five." 

Captain. Welldone. — "Done with both of you. 
i '11 take it again." 

A strauger. — " I '11 bet you, sir." 

Captain Welldone. — "Done, sir." 

Many smaller bets, down to shillings, were de- 
pending on the event. 

The captain now " let out" his play : — ^be first 
well chalked his cue from a piece of fine chalk 
he had in his waistcoat pocket. He then put his 
left hand fiat upon the table, in order to twist a 
cannon, place' the red ball over the left middle 
pocket, and bring his own ball into, the balk, a 
little to the right. T%!s stroke was beautifully 
executed. The captain's ball* spun with a sure 

* It may not be amitf to itate, tbat mott billiard roomi are prorided 
with light and hetvy baili^ and the leg accoitomed to the lue .ef 
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and steady force from the white ball iadie cushion, 
receding from which it glanced slightly off the 
red ball, leaving it at an angle of about a foot from 
the centre pocket, and came within the balk an 
inch of the line. The stranger who bad betted 
the captain two hundred to five, began to ^* smell 
a rat," and retreated behind the other lookers-on 
unobserved towards the door, to be ready for a 
start, in the event of the captain's following up 
such fine play. 

The cannon made the captain seven : he then 
made five "jennies" (pocketing oflf the red or , 
white ball into the middle pocket), off the red 
ball, bringing it each time close upon the same 
spot, and thus won the game, with one point to 
. spare. 

Captain Welldone. — "I never made such lucky 
strokes in all my life. Where is the gentleman 
who betted me t^o hundred to five ?" 

A stranger. -i-'v' Some one in a white hat went 
out just now in great haste, upon your making the 
last stroke, sir." 

Marker. — ^" Shall I run after him, sir 1" 

Captain Welldone, whose experience taught 
'him to know that it was one of those tricks often 
practised in billiard rooms, and that the fellow 
probdi>ly had not two hundred pence, at once 
said, — *' Oh ! no ; it 's of no use ; let him go and 
be d — d. I begin to feel peckish, shall we bive 
somethiog to eat, sir 1" 




flat than they ought to &, doring the progreii of the game. 



y 
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, Mr. Courtnay.— " If you please, sir.'' 

Captain Welldone. — "Your friends, perhaps, 
will join us 1" * 

Lord Hulse. — " I 'm not hungry, sir.'* 
Mr. Friske. — " I don't care if I do have some- 
thing to hate." 

Captain Welldone. — "Marker, send for some 
anchovy sandwiches, and a couple of bottles of 
champagne, in a pail of ice. How do we standi 
marker V^ 

Marker. — " Yod have won, sir, three long rubs 
and two short ; and you have lost two long rubs 
and one short." 

Captain Welldone. — " I Ve won then, one long 
and one short rub upon the balance!*' 

One long rub jCS 

One short rub ..... 40 
By-bet ' 200 

V i:2Q7 

" What initial," addressing Mr. Friske, " shall 
1 put against your name, sir ?" 

Mr. Friske. — "Pay, (P) if you plaze. But 
you shall have the money if you choose,'* puUiiig 
out his pocket book. 

Captain Welldone. — "O, no, sir, I 'm sure 
you are a gentleman ;^ however, sir, you need not 
fear, you will win it all back. Marker, put down 
j^gainst P, 

One long rub . . . . . jCIO 
One short rub • . \ . . 20 
Bj-biet ...... ; 400 

£i30 



5 









I 
I 

7 



' ' V 



4 
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You shall increase your bets, if you like, gen- 
tlemen.** 

Mr. Friske,— " I '11 bait you fifty poonds the 
gfune; if you 'II pla> aven, not without.** 
/ Mr. Courtnay, who a couple of glasses of 

y champagne restored the courage of, which, th^ 

issue of the last game caused to stagger, and who 
\ reflected besides upon the beating he gave Lord 

Hulse and the captain the day before, without 
> hesitation, said^— *' I '11 bet you fifty pounds the 

game, and a hundred the rub, but you must' take 
no odds.'* 
j Captain Welldone. — " I 'm not fond of betting 

so high, but never mind, it shall be so. Marker, 
we now play even.'* 
i When jVlr. Courtnay made a tolerably good 

^ hazard, — ** beautiful play !** — " excellent stroke !'* 

' — " never saw so fine a stroke !"-^flowed like. 

honey from the lips of Lord Hulse and Mr. Friske 
into his ears. Captain Welldone, by allowing 
Mr. Courtnay to get too close upon game, in order 
. ^to save appearances, and make it look a ^* tight 
match,'* lost a few games he did not Intend to do, 
although Mr. Courtnay became so agitated from 
his feelings, what he drank, and the heat of the 
day, that he often missed his cue, and oftener the 
easiest hazard. ^ Those about the room, at length, 
would only bet one way, and there were no takers. 
At nine o'clock, Mr. Courtnay found it was of 
no use, and gave over play. He lost «££S00. 
Mr. Friske, X7d40, to Captain Welldone and 
Lord Hulse : the latter, besides, won .quietly from 
the spectators ^78. The owner of the table 
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picked up his money, as well as the marker, in a 
small way. 

Mr. Courtnay settled the next day. He paid 
iTlSOO down, and gave a " post obit" for the re- 
mainder, being the best arrangement that could 
be wrung from bim. He was deucedly chagrined 
lit his loss, but he attributed it greatly to his own 
shocking bad play, in which idea Lord Hulse and 
Mr. Friske concurred, though they could have 
told him, that the captain did not play within eight 
points of his game, at any one period of the match. 

When Lord Hulse, Mr. Friske, and Captain 
Welldone met to talk over the affair after settle- 
ment, Mr. Friske said, he thought they could 
stick Mr. Courtnay for £10,000; but Lord 
Hulse, though he agreed such a thing might be 
done, thought, that it «iras not advisable then to 
go farther, but they would *' have him" in town 
in the winter, adding, that ^ his father was old, and 
that ** when he caiTie into theffty thoosand^ yair," 
imitating Friske, ** he would be as good as an an- 
nuity*' to them. 

Captain Welldone left Cheltenham the next 
day for Brighton, where Lord Hulse and Mr. 
Friske agreed to' meet him, for the purpose of 
taking a range of the watering*places, upon the 
Sussex and Kentish coasts. 

Mr. Courtnay arrived in town in the winter, 
and met Lord Hulse and Mr. Friske on the banks 
of the Serpentine river, viewing the skaiters. 

Their acquaintance was renewed, and, soon 
after, Lord Hulse introduced Mr. Courtnay to 
** Crockford^s Club," of which he was instantly 
made a member. 
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In consequence of Mr. Courtnay losing largely 
at that hell, and, therefore, of the excellent intro^ 
duction, Lord Hulse obtained jC2500 for th.e bond^ 
a great part of which, upon the division taking 

Ela<;e between the thr^e, was lost at the French 
^zard table, a result confidently expected, or so 
much would not have been given for the bond* 

Mr. Courtnay^s father died soon after, and the 
'bond was immediately paid without scruple or 
delay. 

Here the baronet paused in order to take a 
little brea.th and rest* To read aloud for a con- 
tinuance, is not'the most agreeable occupation ia 
the world ; it creates a dry and husky sensatioa 
in the throat, to remove which, he took a goblet 
of still champagne " rosfe," at the instance of Lord 
Upland. 

, 'M think," said the Marquis of Meadowdale, 
^' that the information Mr. Cleveland is conveying 
deepens in interest, &nd awakens an • intensity of 
reflection." 

" Who can wonder," added Sir Walter, " when 
such practices as these can be carried on with 
such apparent impunity, that the youthful anc^ the 
inexperienced so often fall victims to such design* . 
ing knaves. These pursuits are a complete rob- 
bery. The poor thief will lose his life for some 
small robbery, committed under the influence of 
starvation and want, but the wholesale robbers by 
gaming, stalk abroad in the wages of their crime, 
and laugh all law and moral feeling to scorn." 

The baronet then proceeded with the remain- 
ing part of' the second sketch. 
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AutomA is a very busy season for all kinds of 

Visiters to watering-places, races, and figbts, are 
supposed to have a litde loose cash about them,%nd 
therefore an infinite variety of these gentry, are 
always on the alert to get hold of it 

AmoDg^ tbei^st are persons^ connected with the 
London gaming-bouseS) who move off to the scene 
of acfion, wilh gaming tables of all kinds, like 
caravans of wild beasts, to the different Airs, 
lliese tables, for the convenience of travelling, 
take to pieces, and are under the management of 
the most practised town sharpers. Newmarket, 
Epsom, Ascot, Doncaster, Cheltenham, Bath, 
Brighton, Liverpool, and other places, are all visited 
in their turns. Some pitch tents or booths at 
races and fights, while others hire rooms or houses 
for those periods, l^hese itinerant hellites arrive 
some days before the races or fights, in order to 
distribute cards in the neighbouring towns or til- 
lages, descriptive of the games played, and stating 
where. They are very busy also on the race 
course. " Une, deux, cinque," and « Roulette,'' 
are the games most commonly played in the booths, 
and English hazard at the houses. ** Une, deux, 
cinque^* is played with an ivory ball, about the size 
of a plum dumpling, and has very much the look 
of one. It has forty-eight small round flat spots, 
twenty-four black, sixteen red, and eight blue. 
The points in favour of the bank, upon what is 
considered the fair ball, are, three bars to black, 
two<o red, and one to blue, — six points oiit of 
forty-eight, if the^ black turns up and is backed, 
an even amount is paid to the stake ; if the red. 

Vol. L— M 
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twice the stake ; and if the blue, five tiiaeg. the 
stake, excepting when the bars of either coIcmht 
come up, when the stakes are lost upon the^losfng 
coIqucs^ apd nothing is paid upon the^wv^iing one» 
T&ese ^tables are Slwaya provided with t wa ballsv 
one the l)alf just described^ a^ ajiethef wlueh is 
called the " double ball,'^ on aQc^iml^ q£ hum^ 
double bars ;-^t^elve pi^ts in la;? our o£ the^ imii^ j 
bul out of a less number of. s|K>ts. "WheAH^gpOfi 
Sat oomes mto one of these deai% the double j bcdl 
is phiited upoa him. 

A gentleman, a member of Crockford's,: inspite 
of the wfurnings* his repeated losses ougM to have; 
given him, at the tast Hamptoa racesi^ went intp 
one of these booths, and was fleeced out of: about 
j^O. in ready money, and jCl7dO. upon o wings, 
be being well known, by a low set of these itine- 
rant vagabonds. 

After the gentleman had quitted, five pounds 
each were given to two persons who happened to 
be in the booth by chance, and who werp aware of 
lahat had been done. 

One of these persons, filling dissatisfied with so 
small a portiQn,{went, in a few days after, to the 
principal, and told him that he would have more, 
or he would nose. He wanted .£50. altogether, 
and it was promised that be should have the other 
£45, upon the iTlTOO. beingipaid. Payment of 
the jCITOO. was subsequently demanded, but the 
gepfleman had been intormed in the meantime, the 
nature of the transaction^ and therefore refused, 
thteatening in th^ event, of their speakihg^ io him 
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igidn u|)on Ibe ^^ti^ec^^-iilMrtlhe irould have'them 

' r f • ' , 

) , ■ •■ • ' ' ■ ■ ■ • ' ' 

Connected with these ta^le^ are persons nick- 
named " tottnete,^^. *who being Pressed oirtfor the 
pccii6ian^fWeH:<a8*thfcy can manage, nritii brass 
:^pai<is 'at Ib^ heels dft'keir boots, and provided with 
money idr4he'p\jj9pom^ come i^itp the bootjw as 
perfect ^anjers^ and exclaim with the best town 
drawl they can assume, and a swaggering air, a]l 
whicih is thought ^0 very imposing to countryfolk, 
^*ten pounds ^b^ue' — « Ted' — or black,*'* then, 
tumhlg to a person standing by, whom th^ take 
*o be a flat, ««yoa thalt go me hattves, sir, if yon 
fibe, I'll pound »it'«hat we Win, I've won all tbis 
tnoiney* M:ii^ dut ia^ bandful' of sovereigns and 
^It f0fHkigi, «^«hfe; ^ttfornlng ; cfrme, try your 
iudt wi* m^..^'^ Mostly the hart takes. /These 
persons also pick yp flali^iat pSadesbf refreshment, 
&c. and bring tbem^iasd^r their aims to thetatb^s 
toiw^bicbi:bey^re dtiaebcid. * # 

Th^e 'bomiett drd^sb vefry useful in Another 
way. -If the 'perddn ^b^nfg jilUndered bejgins ch) 
mpe<st that dieftoll'ii^ not tl*u^ and lair, he intK 
mates? to tb^ genltf^an, ali^s the bonnet, appa« 
J»ent1y his felk>w-^IMf^, bis^suspiiiions, ahd inten* 
tion of examining the ball ;^ these scamps then 
seize the ball, run off with it, and so prevent the 
detection. Atibtlier way is, to draw the flat'd at- 
tention from thi^ IHble, w}itle the keeper exchanges 
the fairbalifo^ ^46\d. ball. Wben that is effect- 
ed, Ai^ bonnet addresser his pal And says, *^My 
friend wfehes to see the baH.^' He shows it, abd 
expatiates upon its fanrness/ wbicb sets matters 
right again. 
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Many an unsuspectinf comHry gentleman, 
larmer, grazieri and youths^ have faUen easy ptey 
to the deceptive and cheating practices of these 
places. And bow sbonld it be otherwise % The 
more experienced^ but still equally weak brethren 
punters (players) of the metropolis, very rarely 
detect the black-leg tricks at French hazard, 
sle^ht*of-hand tricks at all games with eardis, &c. 
which are practised with impunity at the hells in 
town, on all fit occasions. 

The inhabitants of some country places, a few 
of whom may have been sufferers, bold the Lon- 
don gamblers in just dread and abhorrence, 
Thrcj^ *^ town legs" had alighted at a place called 
Robert Town, about twelve miles from Leejds, 
and took up their quarters, as is usual, at the prin- 
cipsj inn. They soon commenced operations by 
landipg three or four of the townspeople, who 
spent their evenings there, out of about three 
pounds. The next morning one of them, a merry, 
humoroui fellow, employed the town crier and his 
b^ll^ The fellow went about, " O, yes ! O^ yes ! 
O, ye$(t this icf to give naofice^ soom garmjbler^ 
%m Lopnun be copm dopn boivi, and be staying 
at th^ Red Lipn^^, The tingUi^g -hint was takeh^ 
and the party a^ifted their ^uactera. to a less nosing 
place. . , 

Son[ie associates of jthe ill-fated Weare, who fell 
a yiptim to the depp^vate passioid9 so horrid a sys- 
tem cannot fail to i^ngender^ iK^ak^ Doapaster par. 
tiijalarly, durii*g .the.rftciQg. w<^cki» their ,^ead 
qujarters. Wear^ ^as with a party at tlie i-aces 
immediately before his horri4 murder, j 

The proprietor of a certain infamous night 
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boiifi^l^ also tfk ^4^p[^9|^^ fNTf : SfWiLiill bft^Qffd 

^^J(^^)^^^'^^^>^^^E^^^^ la^Oft and g wttei- 

iB]^pv«V<rfJ^.i¥ft|»'g^ 1^ jffefttoppfitSQitiee of 

lejwt^i^g* Jif^a of thi^f» w)bf - o^sk t&) bov«o»'ieUl 

yi$it: tbe x^epBi fM^d of ^eopq|ni^iidiiig)S0eb of f thorn 

^l^^miU do^' to Jji$ (^h^ngb, <of ooitti?li«U be does 

npit^'tkat iit is hj^ f^t^iitry <« (^p^Mrtiag box.'' 

Having be^n a " croupier'* ^t^vem belU in Pall 

MaU^ Bm*y and ^t Jiame^s Stvecttn, 9tnd bdng 

nejp^d to a family a)l beUUe%<-«wtiije fn^fim 

bavi^gMen follow^ J)y (atber ^^Ad sw fwjm ;tbe 

foqrtb j|n(}; <iftb; ifQpaFpitioovrr?bi« ajtp^ieooe in 

suob raa^t€ifsiip(^^«t he very grpaU Of t^is fwnUy 

tb^i?e fa^ie /«Kild Harry'^ »nd '*yo.Ui^ /l^ry/' 

<«;loi;kg Harry** and ^ little tHairyj** and a ^0rth*er 

get ,tp bear one .of the thlea of «« 43ld JNjiQk,*' Mid y 

claim an ^^^\tJ io bis faa^tApic majeaty, doea not i 

exist. ' . 

3wf )jf |be j]p^agj/rtrateik»i|i 4be vicinity cof all 
rs^jcgs jwcnild do well ,tp jte^^ , a urigUant eye upon 
«i# gfriogs Qn, and be ready to aqt with i^igia^v 
a^ fliprnptiti^de; Tbey ajre ira^Uy 09 nawob de- > 

sepviQg 8\i^b,at]tei4ion as aKiotbQr.o1as3 of ^< ligbt- 
fipg^pd geu^ry,^' yrho regul^jte tbqir movemmirt^ 
yvit^L intentions precisely similar, bowe^ver t^ey 
ip)iy differ ip. M naeans of aqcoo^pli^biqg ttw^, ^ 

JKt Jhe iapt CbeUnsford rai^Gi, tiwo ovA of a 
P^^EtyfOf tbrcje of tbase itiaei'^nt bellitep^ who bad 
a bosntb lipon the race gw)an4 one of whom (jtbe 
bopi^t. tp the tablei,) particularly prides biooiself 
uppn dittoing, m waged, after tbteir dfty'# labour, 
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went i^h a bo&UbriliM^Md y Mte Kat^ (r sKape mudh 
mVogaelrtiionglejgs,) 6#figSg«red up and down Ae 
vpt^hij Aien took a s^eal, and pompously called ibr 
a bottle of efaampag^, for miieb be was enabled 
to pay, no* doubt; out of the spoils' of the day. 
Having been drinking before, the wine hiade hiin 
fl little more light-headed, and with it be felt die 
desire of enjoying a step Upon the " light fantiastio 
toe." After addressing a few ladies, at length he 
obtained a partner. The parent of the fair lady, 
an influential gentleman of the county, upon re- 
entering the room, after a short absence, saw his 
daughter dancing with a person wliom he did not 
know, and therefore in^uii^ed about him. One 
gentleman whom he feisked, said, " I Ml tell you 
who he is ; he belongs to an * une, deux, cinque' 
table on the race ground/' The father imme- 
diately took his daiughter away from her partner^ 
It waathen proposed to turn him. and his compa- 
nion out of the room :^^ut this unpleasant alter- 
- native was spared by Ihieir depar^g of their own 
accord, upon finding they were known. Use 
following day, the father of the young lady, at- 
tended by some friends, was conducted to the 
booth belonging to the party, and found tbem in 
the act of working the ball. The gentleman in 
question, Wi& great indignation, asked the bonnet 
(who was mounted, not on a horse, but in spurs) 
now he dared to come to the respectable assembly 
of the over night 1 when with the greatest impu* 
dence, he replied, that «<he thought he did his 
hugly dsiitghter a honour by dancing with ber, for 
be would lay'* (shaking the money bag of the 
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bank in the genUeniaii's face,) ** all this to a shiU 
jihgy that tbere was not so good a dancer as him« 
self in the whole county .'V The gentleman and 
bis friends, seeing that it would be quite ridiculous 
to parley farther with such gentry, went away, 
but immediately caused the constables to risit and 
put down the booth. 

Such fellov^s fly from races to races : so being 
disturbed at Cbelmsfbrd, they moved oflF to the 
races at Knutsford, in Cheshire, where they again 
pitched their gaming tent. The news of the 
Chelmsford adventure reached here, and the ma* 
gistrates more effectively performed their duty* 
They caused this party of three to be taken into 
custody. When sentencing them to a fortnight's 
imprisonment and the tread-null, as ** rogues and 
vagabonds,'^ one of the worthy magistrates ob- 
served, that the dancing hero ^ould acqun*e by 
the wholesome discipline, ^* a new step upon the 
light fantastic toe," and recommended, as a means 
of being more effective in the step, to doff the 
brass spura that glittered at his heels. Thirty 
pounds were offered to let them off, without avail, 
One who was a vorygrub among th^ spiders^ wept 
at the decision of the magistrates. 

Sir Walter Mortimer frequently paused in bis 
reading, as different passages were marked, either 
with appropriate comihents, or a good laugh. The 
conversation that followed the conclusion, was ex- 
tremely lively, and continued till the hall clock, 
strikmg twelve, warned the barouetaway. 
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iG«APTE» VU. 

At the latter part of the aftemoom^iiftarfMii e»- 
liWftiely BuJtiy day, a very refreshing hf^&i^ f^mst 
frafnctbeifloutb-^eat/wbiQbindttQed La^y llfbiadP!^- 
dale and .daughter, In tbe park, to^Kght from tb^ir 
carriage, and take the wholeaome enerei^e of 
walking. It was (he more agreeable, as^.the ladies 
had l^een making. purehases in two or three abpps, 
where the air was quite suffocating, ircim the 
comtttned influence of heat and clouds ci dust, 
arising from the number of peraous who crowded 
to them, at te hottest part of the day, in order, 
no doubt, to have the advantage of a dwt and 
vapour . bjoth of the most agreeable odour. Short- 
ness of time was the oidy inducement with the 
marchioness and her loyely daughter to venture 
intothem, :but fr»m whence they jreceded with ^ 
convsenieot despatch, by .uo means weU jdeaaed 
with being attended upon hy shppmen without 
their coats, whose J>fow8, Aotwitbatandiog, were 
bedewed with proiiise dro^ of ^perspiration. 

Theyiiad.nattakeB many steps before they met 
w]£tx Mr. Tiptoe Daab^a^eatleman of vveiry j^cu- 
liar conceit and I fasU6iL He wasfidievaec^^.son 
of Mr. Ledger llla^h, now some :time. dead, !«^iio 
realized a laige. fortune by tiiaffickingin £ast India 
goods, and then retired from trade, settling, for 
the rest of his days, at Bale Hall, in Devonshire, 
which mansion and park he bought for £S5fiQ0, 
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pi^ompt payment ib.Tvp^oe. Dasb rested 
pretensions to gentility and £eidiion, upon a sin- 
gular observance of << etiquette'' and forbearance 
at meals, particularly at dinner. His i^hole study 
was.singularity, tQ produce some new feature of 
which, his time and thoughts were completely en- 
grossed. To be helped to more than about five 
beads of asparagus, or twenty green peas, would 
cause him to change colour, and order his plate 
to be taken away. The si^ht of a summer 
cabbage at dinner, would literally make him faint : 
he one day upset an old woman's fruit stall, in his 
haste to cross a street to avoid a greengrocer's 
shop, at the door of which he espied a large bas- 
ketful bf that vegetable, red and white. He 
instantly retired from a party, if a poor hapless 
lady should chance to be there who had the sad 
misfortune to be helped twice, in his presence, to 
salmon-trout. All introductions below an hwumr' 
able, this sprout of tea and n»gar-eane used to cut 
dead. A nobleman once played him a trick which 
annoyed him dreadfully for a considerable time. 
The vj^cpunt was introduced to Mr. Tiptoe Dash 
.at a time when his lordship appeared fsr removed 
from the title, so Mr. Tiptoe Dash, upon meeting 
him afterwai^s, would not know him.. When, 
however, by deaths, he suMenly succeeded to a 
title and a large fortune, Mr. Tiptoe Dash met his 
lordship in Oxford Street, and immediately pre- 
sumed upon his former introduction. The noble- 
man in question hit upon a mode of revenge. His 
lordship introduced the son of his hosier a^d 
glover, who used to turn out the very pink of 
fasbion^ to Mr. Tiptoe Dash, as a gentleman of 



^ 



342 

iarge^Btrtuna^iandii^ir to-W^eai»MoHi. The Touth 
•of soeki (md hrmet» wmpxHifs^tQ tbb dmit MiC. 
I^iptoe Dash courted his wciety, «iid m tbef w^H; 
widkin^ wp Bond sCreet together, arm-ia-ann, at 
Ifae moat fesfaioxurUe hour, a ttadesman wi^ a 
kfge paroel accosted the hosier's «on ^th fre^t 
familiarity, rand desired hlifr to tell bis ftitfa^ 'to 
send /the stookiags bome tbat^v^eniiif) 'whicfe^iad 
bcN^ ordered the day before. Mr. Tiptoe Da^ 
made but *<a hop, skip, and jnwp^* to get out of 
sigjit, nrith his face all crimson. The noble lord 
was on the opposite ^e of the way enjoying his 
coafusion. Mr. Tiptoe Dash turned orer in his 
mind tbe jproprlety-ef aendiag the noble kxrd a 
niessage; but this istep che d^ctined taking, ini fear 
thai it iivcmld cause a greater notoriety to be gnr^n 
ta :the ad^vvnture, and be therefore put up with It 
passhneiy. His walk was as singular as his eccen- 
tvifni»i,!8elctoiin suffering b» heel to toneh 4he 
ground. The sort of French bopi he ^ave 'his 
motions^ he acquired by a short visit to Fari^ for 
alMot a fortnight. Encouipassed ki<his peeUHa^i* 
ties, asaking in all the paraphernalia of tv>ya!ty, 
be thonght himself an object of wonder anid adrai- 
nfiDn. Hi^ embraced every opportunity to be 
seen in the company of, or eonversing with per^ 
sooages of distinction. 

'Mr. Tiptoe Dash, therefore, on seeing tbe noble 
mavcUotiess and Lafdy M^m walking sAone by tbe 
side of (be drive, thought it tod good aii bppor- 
tiKiity •to let slip for havinig the app^nrance to 
those nvibo knew bitn' and might happen "to pass 
]^, of (being upon a^n intimacy with a family so 
unirevaaily esteemed. He approached 4he ladies, 
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m wb9iM oom^aqjF her ohsb^i to be oMe nt d 
pAitjf ; at l4^y LiKWSsMe'A^ ^* wiib an air,* ddttw 
aaiv^'* tii%) " a la flnuicaM^'' quit^ . upon Utrtoeap 
with bi0 bed^ be&^ fomard^ as i& WiHi # 8li§^t(ifiiif 
petus, he would pitch every moment i4>oa[ hia 
aaaerwbieb waa a tafefabljr promiAenl ona^and 
mi h^ii stilt fbf bk bead in a tttiable. Mr. Tiptoe 
P^ iMde a profoimd bow^ ene of his Very ImI, 
M4^tb^%ia«ayii4 a!0peal dea}yfor he ateo paFti#> 
ealatly pprid^ hiaadelf ufion bowing; Ctee dmr 
he^ tumed into Hurley Stieety frcon GaTtadiflh 
Sqoat^i, and joat al the eommeneeinent o£ it^ 
be had to pass some ladies wbom hekneWyte 
-mhom h»^ oaade a very raare bow, with which he 
was so very well pleased, thai, be oonliiMted 
bowiQgt at every htdf dozen stens^ to the md of 
the street) by the New Road On thiaoeoaaioli 
he made two obeisances, one to the marchioness 
and the other to Lady Eliza^ both equally reve* 
rential. 

<< 1 hope I have the felicity," said Mr. Tiptoe 
Dasb» ^^oi seeing Lady Meadowdale and her fair 
datigbter in good health : tripping it upon the 
green^^no, I should rather say, upon, the brown 
sward^ for tbe park is quite burnt up, — is very 
conducive to the establishment of it." 

<< We are obliged to you, sir," replied the mar* 
chioness, << I am but indifferently.'' 

** I am deeply grieved to hear that," added Mr. 
Tiptoe Dasb, '< and what says Lady Eliza Dawn ?" 

^^1 am pretty well, sir, I thank- you," replied 
bet ladyship* 

<< Pretty and well, eh i" said Mr. Tiptoe Dash. 
'* Pretty your ladyship must always be," bowing 



N. 



^ ' ^ 



144 

rery low, *^ an^ ^^11, Ho iii]r8elf the happineas of 
wkiiiiig' you may always be, too,^^ bowing again 
and smiling pomplaoentiy, eyideitfly well satisfied 
with the compliment he paid) and his address in 
paying it 

Lady Eliza's sensitive mind shot a roseate^ hue 
over her beautiful and perfect features, like the 
distant glowing iilush over the eastern horizon, 
by the early glimpse of a cloudless mom. Her 
tj^nscendant charms had elidted' thousands of 
compliments from different persons, who by intro- 
duction or some casualty had the opportunity of 
making them, but to all which she had the good 
sense to turn a deaf ear. . She readily discerned 
through the thin veil that covered a' heartless 
complimei t, and well judged between that and 
ihe free effusions of a sincere mind. She, in fact, 
in mo9t instances, never relished a compliment, 
and generally felt hurt at their beii)g made, as she 
considered they brought into question the sound- 
ness of her judgment. 

Mr. Tiptoe Dash continued for some time to 
walk by the side of the ladies without uttering 
a inrord. At length, he mustered up sufficient 
courage for another effort. « What a delightfully 
agreeable woman Lady Lawnshade is," said Mr. 
Tiptoe Dash. « That evening I had the extremely 
desirable honout and satisfaction of being intro- 
duced to your ladyships, (bowing very low,) I 
consider the most blissfully happy moment I ever 
passed in my life." 

«The parties given by Lady Lawnsbade are 
generally very pleasant," added Lady Meadowdale. 
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Another vacuum in the conversation, ^hich 
lasted a long while. 

"Ton honour," recommenced Mr. Tiptoe 
Dash, with three distinct hems ! to clear a passage 
for the words, " every thing is exceedingly dull, 
nothing to give a spur to one's wit There are 
an immense number of scribblers wanting employ 
— now if they were to form a cmnpany, and call 
themselves Vthe Diary of Wit Company,Vhigh life 
would have a resource against the JQend < ennui.' 
Each member would contribute from his experi- 
ence or his imagination for a daily production, so 
that we could sip in something new with our 
chocolate in the morning, and give our friends 
the benefit of those ideas, that may separately 
strike us as being good, for the rest of the day, 
whipji would be the means of greatly relievmgour 
jminds from the labour of giving birth ^o original 
conceptions, and still be productive of much no- 
velty/' 

" The complaint is," said the Marchioness of 
Meadowdale, '* that there is too little wit already 
among the * haut ton,' and were such a plan to be 
adopted, the evil would be increased. No,-*-fresh 
inspiration to original thoughts should be given, 
rather than resort ta that which would take the 
impulse away, find make mere school-children of 
us all. We should 'then be employed half the 
day in learning by heart what may be written, and 
the other half would be spent in seeking opportu- 
nities to display the store we had laid in^ though 
to some persons all this might be very convenient." 

" I quite agree with your very decidedly excel- 

Vol. I.— N 
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lent remarks, Lady Meadowdale,*' said Mr. Tipto/^ 
Dash. 

Here another pause ensued, wBch again was 
interrupted by Mi:* Tiptoe Dash. 

*< I saw it announced in the Morning Herald,'^ 
said Mr. Tiptoe Dash, " that your ladyship and 
noble family were on the eve of your departure 
for Upland Castle, North Wales.** » 

« We leave town the end of next week," added 
Lady Meadowdale. 

"When that event takes place," said Mr. Tip- 
toe Dash, " the most splendid sun of beauty in 
fashion's liemisphere declines in the West, leaving 
a gloom behind in her train, but with a look that 
says, *je reviendre,*" bowing so indistinctly that 
it was impossible to tell whether the intended 
compliment was to the mother or daughter, and 
purposely* so, that both might. take it if they felt 
disposed. 

" I think of visiting Wales this autumn," con- 
tinued Mr. Tiptoe Dash, " it is a most exquisitely 
delightful country, I have heard." He here re- 
mained silent, in the liope of hearing something 
about " Upland Castle in his way," but no such 
sounds were elicited. 

Tlie footman was now desired to hail the car- 
liage, and on its coming up, the two ladies were 
handed into it by Mr. Tiptop* Dash, who made a 
' very low bow to them as it moved away, and then 
made a dozen more as he went on to the statue of 
Acbilles^for there was no other object before him. 

Sir Walter Mortimer was informed of the morn- 
ing's rencounter, and amused the family party 
lligbly, with a few details of the oddities, or rathej* 
the fiiTolities, of Mr. Tiptoe Dash. 
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The Marquis of Meadowdale inquired if the 
baronet had received any fresh news from Mr. 
Cleveland, when he immediately produced a fresh 
budget, which had been^ sent to his house during 
the day. 



SKETCH No. III. 
Crockford's. — Scent the FirsU French Hazard. 
MmacKSi^^Chke o^ clock in the morning. 

Lord Hulse. — « Ah \ Foppery, how are you ? 
Do you go to Crockford's by and byl*' 

Hon. G. Foppery.— " Ton my honour, I think 
I ^hall ; I have been so unlucky, that I did deter- ^ 
mine never' to go again, but the last < quadrille' *• 
has quite. knocked me up. I don't relish dancmg 
as I used to do, so < pour pass^ le temp.' I think 
I shall crawl there for an hour." 

Lord Hulse. — <<I'll have my carriage called, 
and we 'II go together. This place is a d— — d 
bore to stay long at.'^ 

At this moment Mr. Friske approached, in 
company with the Earl ojf Chesterton, who had 
just arrived of age, alter passing a long minority. 
The executors of the late earPs will, who were 
also guardians of the present earl, had well per- 
formed their combined duties. They had hus- 
banded the estate with so mpch care, that three 
hundred thousand pounds, in ready money, were 
placed at the di^osal of the young earl, on reach- 
the s^e of one-and-twenty. A few days after, he ' 
took seventy thousand pounds into the city^ to pay 
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off some bonds, which had been given in consi- 
deration of money advanced, unknown to his guar- 
dians, during his lordship's minority, upon the 
most usurious interest 

Mr. Friske — << My Lord Hulse, how do you 
do 1 Lord Chastarton, I fail great happiness in 
the opportunity of introducing you to Lord Hulse. 
Allow me the honour. Lord Chastarton, Lord 
Hulse ; Lord Hulse, Lord Chastarton.'' 

The two noble lords bowed acknowledgments. 

Lord Hulse. — "Have you been dancing, mj 
lordr 

Lord Chesterton.-—" I have, and I 've danced 
myself tired and hungry," 

Lord Hulse.-*-" I feel weary of the music, and 
am inclined to feed too. I have just ordered my 
carriage to convey myself and a friend to a club- 
*house of mine, the only place in town where you 
can get, at this late period of the night, any tUng 
worth eating or drinking. If your lordship and 
my friend Mr. Friske are not better engaged^ it 
will afford me great satisfaction to take you both 
under my wing. If your lordship's carriage is not 
ready, mine is much at your service.^' 

Mr. Friske—" My dair Hulse, you are so vary 
kind : Lord Chastarton and t were going to Stai- 
phens's, to have a grilled chicken, but I shall bay 
glad to accept your offer. What say you, Chas- 
tarton?' 

Lord Chesterton. — "Upon my word, Lord 
Hulse is infinitely oUigmg. I shall be very happy 
to join you." 

Lord Chesterton desired his carriage to ^o home, 
telling his coachman, that as it Was a fine moon- 
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light night, he should walk home, and be there in 
about an hour. The foiir then jumped into Lord 
Hulse's carriage, who, in an under tone to his ; 
footman, desired to be driven to Crockford's, 
where they very soon arrived. On alighting, the 
party were led by Lord Hulse to tlie splendidly ' 
fitted up coffee, or general reception room, on the 
left hand of the marble passage. They then as- 
cended the stairs to the supper^room : there were 
two or three parties here and there at supper, and 
other tables were laid out with costly plate, &c. - 
for the same purpose. The large plate glasses, 
in immense gilt frames ; the splendid lamps, wax 
candles, and the whole appearance was gay and 
enlivening. Some foreign dishes in Ude's best 
style, were soon served up, and' their high and 
savoury flavour gave the greatest possible' zest to 
the i^laret and champagne, which passed round 
with great rapidity. Lord Chesterton declared 
with every glass of wine he took to cool bis ex- 
cited palate, that it was the finest wine he ever 
tasted. On getting up for the purpose of retiring 
for a nioment, bis lordship stumbled over a chair, 
and reeled a little towards the door,— sufficient 
indications of the peculiar influence such excellent 
cheer was working upon the brain of the unsus- 
pecting young nobfeman. 

The Hon. 6. Foppery, all eagerness, took tlie 
opportunity of flying to the French hazard table 
in an adjoining room,^ leaving Lord Hulse and 
Friske together for a few moments till the return 
of Lord Chesterton. 

Mr. Friske. — " Bee J — s, Hulse, I wish you had 
not. brought Cbastarton hare. If'haiz traited in 
. . N2 
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a proper iiAim^» lie 'H Aiake wf^ of (be fineat 
flate tn the.imiv&irfle. Hay tea, at fracmt, the 
graiteat ahhorranfifivof gasybltBig^/* 

Lord HuIae.'T-^^^ I hai e heard that, and tiiat *€ 
the reason I brought him hare, for Crockfor^a 
hazard bank to break .&e ice^ We *11 take him 
into the play room present!;. The wine has put 
him into snob 4t heedless httmour, that I ']] lay a 
guinea to aBhillipg he will play. Let a man once 
bite at one gaming bait, he is sure to nibble at 
any other." 

The entrance of Lord Chesterton put an end 
to the conversation. 

Lord Hulse. — *^Come, Chestertoni another 
glass of wine round will finiah the bottle, and then 
we ^11 go and see what they tre about in the next 
room." * * 

It was now half-past iwo o^lock m the morn- 
ing. There had been heavy play in the early 
part of the night, but towards one it slackened, 
and by two had subsided altogether. Fo|>pQry, 
on seeing no play, had gone away. On the trio 
reaching the play room, Crockford was seated at 
the play table with two or three persons, constant 
attendants of the place, talking about races and 
lights. A whisper went tound the room, that the 
young and rich Earl of Chesterton was in the 

room* 
One of these persons^ immediately asked for 

* At all the " hells" there are alw>j8 one or two penons present 
at alack hoars of play, awaitiog the arrival of some flat, when thejr 
immediately commenee playing. These are re^eetahle loekiBg 
people, dressed for Ae occasion, sam»lied with money from the bank, 
nn^ are decoy docks to flats who baTO no ..relish to play by tbem- 
selves. These persona are down to, and ready for, every thing. 
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the box and ^ce, sad ttie gvoomporter was ifl- 
stttDtly mounted upon his stock He threw oat 
for a trifle. Hie box wias then Uktn by Mr. 
Friske : he backed himself for twenty pounds. 
He called << seven 's the main.*' He tteee fire. 
^< Five to seven," stud the groomporter* He took 
the oddsy three to two, in tens. Lord Hulse did 
not fancy Friske's chance, and tjier^fore betted 
the odds in fives agunst* it. Friske, however, 
threw five and won. 

Mrl Friske then threw out. The box was 
taken1i)y Lord Hulse ; he set ten pounds ; called 
^< five 's the mam,'' and threw seven. 

Gh)oroporten* — <• Seven to five." 

Lord Hulse betted three to two in fives. 

Lord Hulse. — '^Come, Chesterton, back me 
for a few poimds.'' .. 

Lord Ch^stertonw — " Indeed, Hulse, (hiccup,) 
I don't unierstand the game." 

Lord Hulse.— "Oh, it's very simple. You 
call a' mam, which oieans a number, frotn-5, 6, % 
d, or 9, and throw to the main you call. What* 
ever you throw is your chance. I called five for 
the main, which is the opi chance, and threw 
seven to it^ which is the tn chanee. If I throw 
five ^rst, 1 lose, and if seven I win. You can 
back me in by betting the odds, or you can back 
me out, by taking the odds, the bank answers 
either way." His lordship then, in a few throws^ 
threw out. 

French hazard is played precisely the same as 
English hazard in the game, but varies in the 

* Hie groomporter alwftyi iBSOimefi tht main and chanct* 
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mode of betting at it^ At English hazard men 
play agsdnst each other's money, and pay a given 
sam to the house, which is call^ ^' paying a box,^ 
upon throwing in three mains running. : The 
value of this box varies from two shillings up to 
one pound, according to the description of the 
hell. At Doncaster, during race week, pound 
boxes are pai^ at one house. Six or eight boxes 
are often taken in an hour. 

At French hazard, a bank is put down, which 
answers all stakes put upon the table. 

Hazard, English or French, is played with a 
back-gammon box and dice. There are thirty-.six 
throws upon the dice, viz. 

II— 

1 2—2 1—2 2— 

1 8—3 1—2 8— S 2— S S 

1 4—4 1—2 A—i 2—8 4—4 S— 4 4— 

1 6—6 1—2 6—6 2—8 6—5 S— 4 6—6 4->-6 6— 

1 6—6 1—2 6—6 2—3 Q.*^ 3—4 6—6 4;-^ 6—6 6^6 6 

The main must be selected from five to nine 
inclusive, and the chance to be thrown to it is 
confined from four to ten inclusive. A main is 
called of 5, 6, 7, 3, or 9. If the throw corres* 
ponds with the main called, it is a nkk^ and the 
caster throws in one main. There are other 
mcks, besides nicks of number, to certain mains : 
tweke is a nick of the mains six or eight; and 
eleven is the nick of seven. To the mains five or 
nine there are no nicks but nicks of number. 
Aces and deuce ace are crabs to all the maini|. 
Twelve is crabs to the mains five,, seven, or nine ; 
and eleven is crabs to * five, six, eight, or nine: 
When crabs are thrown, the caster is out, and the 
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box passes to the next person. A main is called, 
and the dice are th^ thrown out upon the table 
to it. If neither a nick or crabs are thrown, a 
number from four to ten, exclusiTe of the number 
of the maio, must be thrown for the chance. Then 
the dice are thrown till the mam or chance comes 
up. If the main comes off first, the caster is out ; 
and if the chance^^the caster throws in, and calls 
a iresh main. 

A caster can back himself in, or out, and other 
players Have the same option. After a chance is 
thrown to a main, the game assumes a different 
attitude ; odds can then be betted or taken, or 
even bets laid, for the main or chance to come 
off first, in the ratio of the number of ways the 
msdn or the chance can be thrown, more or lesSj 
or even with the other. 

There are, 6 ways of throwing 7 

6 . ditto 6 or S 

4 ditto 5 or 9 

3 ditto 4 or 10 

* The odds vary according to the following scale : 

Chaaee 4 or 10 to tbe main 5 or 9—4 |o S mbuit tke cbui69. 

6orS « — 6to4^amo 

7 « —StoS ditto 

Chanot 5 to maw 9, or. chance 9 to mam ^ is an oren b«t, 
Chaaee 4 or 10 to the main 6 or 8—5 to S againit the chance. 

6 or 9 <* —6 to 4 ditto 

'7 ** —6 to 6 /or the chance. 

Chance 6 to main 8, or chance 8 to main 8, it an eren het. 
Chance 4 or 10 to the main 7—2 to 1 against the chance. 

6 or 9 ** — 3 to S ditto. 

8br8 << • —6 to 6 ditto. 

When there are doublets upon the main or 
chance, the event can be backed to come off with 
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doublets. A given stake is put down upon the 
table for doublets, and when the specific doublet 
comes off,' and decides the 'main or chance, the 
stake is paid to in the foHowing proportions : — 

C. 4 (d. deaoei,) or.10 (d. cinques) to m. 5 or 9,^ there are 7 wtys 

of throwJiiflr m, and c, and the bank pays 6 times the stake. 
C. 6 (d. tmis*s,) or 8 (d. qoatres) to main 5 or 9^ there are 9 ways 

of throwing m, and c, and the hank pays 8 tunes the stake. 
C. 4 (d. deuces,) or 10 (d. cinques) to m. 6 (d. trois's), or 8. 

(d. qoatres,) there are 8 ways of throwing m, and c, and the 

bank pays 7 times the stake. • . 

C. 6 or 9 '• — : to m. 6 (d. trois's) or 8. (d. qoa- 
tres,) there are 9 ways of throwing m, and c^ and the bank 

pays 8 times the stake. 
C, 7 ■' ■ ■ id m. 6 (d. trois's), or 8. (d. ^- 

tres,) there are 11 ways of throwing m, and c, and the bank 

pays 10 ^mes the stake. 
C. 4 (d. deooes,) or 10 (d. cinqaes) to m. 7, there are 9 ways of 

throwing m, and c,' and the bank pays 8 times the stake. 
C. 6 (d* trou's,^ or 8 (d. quatres) to m. 7, there t^e 11 ways of 

throwing m, and c, and the bank pays 10 times the stake. 

The bank has deuce ace in' its favour, and aces 
gainst it. There are two ways of throwing deuce 
ace, and but one of throwing aces. When aces 
are thrown to a main, the bank draws all the 
Intakes that back the caster in, and pays double 
the amount to stakes that back the caster out. 
But when deuce ace are thrown, the b^k draws 
all from the ins, and pays nothing to the outs. 
Thus, out of three points, which are crabs to all 
the mains, the bank pays only to one-^aces, on 
which it pays double, leaving in effect one out on 
which it makes every thing, and pays nothing. 
This point in favour of the bank is immense : the 
riches of the Indies, in a given time, would waste 
away upon it. The odds are thirty-four to two. 
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or seventeen to one, that every throw to a main h 
one of the deuce ace^,^ — crabs on which the bank 
pays nothing; thirty-five to one that it's aces, 
also crabs, on which it pays double ; or thirty- 
three to three, or eleven to one that it is ^ne or 
the other ; which gives one point out of thirty-six 
in favour of the bank; there being three outs, 
two deuce aces, and one aces, and it pays ii^ effect 
only to two. 

At -a full table there are hundreds — nay, thou- 
sands, down upon the table, part backing the 
caster out, and. part in. The advantages for the 
bank are incalculable, — that once in every eighteen 
events it shall draw all the in-stake^^ without the 
shadow of a chance of losing a farthing upon the 
outs. One whole stake must be swept away from 
each player in an hour. In order that as much 
money as possible shall fall upon those points, 
with but very few exceptions, no person is allowed 
to bet or take odds after the chance is thrown io 
the main, unless he is a setter out or in, and then 
only in proportion to what he sets. 

Suppose the stakes, or sets, for out anci in 
amount to only jC600 : some members of Crock- 
ford's can bear ready testimony to the smallness 
of this calculation,-^say jC600 as the average sets 
in and out, upon each main,-— f SOO out and 
jESOO in ; deuce ace are thrown twice and aces 
once, three crabs in thirty-six events, off in one 
hour, f 900 will be drawn fron? the ins, and Only 
£600 paid to the outs ; thus £300 an hour fall 
into the bank tipo'n one certain point alone.. For 
example, 
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£300 Ins. £300Outs« 

f 300 « £300 *' 

£300 « £300 « 



£900 £900 

£900 ins, and £900 outs upon the three events-— 
two deuce aces, and one aces, oat of the 36 throws 
upon the dice. £900 will lie drawn from the ins, 
and only £600 paid io the outs, and that upon 
tees. 

Pne player or the other must have his money 
thus swallowed up ; to the bank it matters not to 
wboip it belongs ; someUmss two or three thousand 
pounds. hone been, in tMs ma/merf swept into the bank 
upon one deuce ace alone. 

Lord Hube.-4-«< Come, Chesterton, 1 *ve just 
thrown opt^'' putting the box and dice into his 
hands, ** now try your luck.** 

Lord Chesterton. — ** Really the game (hiccup) 
appears so complicated (hiccup) and confused, I 
don't understand anything (hiccup) about it. But 
never mind, (hiccup) here goes for a shy," casting 
the dice out of the box. 

Lord Hulse. — « Ah ! ah !• ah ! bravo ! bravo ! 
you 've called no main, and you Ve set nothing.** 

Lord Chesterton, — " (Hiccup) What, what am 

I to do r 

Lord Hulse. — " Set twenty or fifty pounds, and 
call five 's the main, When you 've thrown the 
chance, Pll tell you what then to do; we^l see 
you *re not cheated." 

. Lord Chesterton.-^" I Ul set ten pounds, (hic- 
cup) no more ; and five 's the main," throwing 
the dice upon the table.) 
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tSroomporter. — " Five % the main^ (dice 6 and 
1,) seven to five." 

• Lord Hulse.— ^< Now bet the odds, three tens 
to two. That's right. Now put^the dice into 
the box ; well shake thenri atid then throw them 
out.*' . 

Lord Chesterton in a few throws threw *< quatre 
trois.** . I 

Groomporter. — " Seven— quatre trois ; one 
main.'' And thirty pounds were, paid td^ his Iord-> 
ship. 

Lord Hulse.—" Bravo, Chesterton; egad you '11 
soon piay as well as the best of us." 

A few more throws, Which were partiaHy suc- 
cessful, and the box changing maltesB, exipited the 
feelings of Lord Chesterton, and his prttdence 
began to forsake him . 

Lord Hulse. — " Like most new players, Ches- 
terton, you are in a vein of luck ; you should 
stick it on ^eep. Set Friske," (who held the 
box at that moment,) <<out a hundred pounds.^ — 
That 's right." 

Mr, Friske.— « Savan ^s the main, savan.'* 

Groomporter. — « Seven 'a the main,'' (dice 2 
and 1^) « deuce ace— out.'* 

Lord Chesterton.-^^^ Pay my hundred pounds 
— -I backed out/* 

Mr. Crqckford. — *' Ye don't pay on deuce ace, 
rhy lud, but vhen aces comes up, ve pay double 
the stakes, your ludship." 

Lord Chesterton. — " Oh I very well. Give 
me the box, (hiccup.) I set myself in a hundred 
pounds. Here 's a shy for the aces. Five *s &e 
main." 

Vol. I.^O 
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Qroompoiter.— ** Ilve'i tbe maiB»^^ (^ce 6 and 
4,> "ten to five.** 

Lord Hulse. — ^ It is wel) you did opt throw 
aoes, for backing in, you must have lost How* 
ever, now put down three fifties, and you take four 
fifties to thrcif . Now throw.** 

Qcoomporter.-^])ice S ^nd 9.) ^* ISfe— -trois 
deuce ; out.** 

Lold Hube.— ^ Try a hack.''* 

Lord Cbestertoi^— " Two hundred pounds in 
and (hiccup) five's the main.** 

Oroomporter. — ** Five's tbe main,'* (dice S and 
1,) "deuce ace— ou^'* And tbe two hundred 
pounds drawn into the. bank. 

The box passed round into the hands of Mr^ 
'Friske. 

Lord Chesterton. — « You have the box, eh ? 
well rU set you out qU I have left, (hiccup,) twen- 
ty-five pounds.'' 

Mr. Friske. — " Saven*s the main, saven.** 
. Oroomporter.— " Seven*8 the nuun,'* (dice 6 
and 6,) " eleven's the nick. — One mmn.'* 

Mr. Crockford.— << My lud, I hope no ofience, 
your ludship, (bowing very low;) 1 think 1 hurd 
your ludship say, that tbe stake just lost vas the 
last monies your ludship had. I shall be wery 
happy to lend your ludshio five hundred or a thou* 
sa^dnf* showii^ a case conuining npwardsof twenty 
thousand pounds. . 

Lord IJulse. — " Have a thousand Chesterton ; 
you may win your money back with it." 

* Ptrww wbo throw once eta. throw agtini whieh is haTiBf n 
htck-hfttad. On the seeo&d thrbw o«t Che box mint be pasted. 
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Lord Chestertdn.^^<< Well» give me a thou- 
sandy'' looking seriously and sighing deeply ; «^ \ 
Bever thought (hiccup) that I should have gambled 
for « guinea.'' 

The box waa taken by one of the txmtloifA^* 

Constant.—" Nine \ the main, nine.** 

Groomporter. — « Nine *8 the main,^ (dice 4 and 
2,) « six to nine.** 

Lord Chesterton, — " What are the odds 1 I 'II 
bet the odds, (hiccup.)" 

Groomporter. — "The odds, my brd, are five to 
four in &vour of the caster ; but as your lordsfaip 
is not a setter at this titne, it is against the rule \<y 
allow odds to be betted or taken '* 

Mr. Croekford. — " Hta ludship has lost ; take 
the hodds of his ludahip, if his ludship parttck* 
learly vishea it.'* 

Lord Chesterton then betted the hundred to 
four, in favour of the caster. 

The Constant ceased throwing till thb pcAnt 
was settled. A few throws turned up sit and 
three. 

ISroomporter.— «« Nine— six trois ; ouL**^ 

Mr. Fnske.—- " Be the poors, Chastarton, yoil 
are mighty unlucky. Lat may throw for you. 
Sat two hundred poonds. Savan's the. main^ 
savan." 

Groomporter.—" Seven 's the main^(dice S aliA 
2), *1 and seven *8 the nick.** 

Mr.' Friske.— " I *11 win Hack your moneyi I 
hope. Sat two hundred more. Savan's the main.'* 

Groomporter.^" Seven's the main,'* (dice 3 
and 2,) " five to seven.'' , 

Mr. Friske.— •" Chastarton,, put down two hunt- 
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dred poonds, and yoa'll bay.taking thray hundred 
to. two.'* 

On the third throw, 4 and L. were thrown. 

Groomporter.— "Five— quatre ace, two mains." 

Lprd Hulse. — "Bravo, Friske, I hope you'll 
throw in ten mains for Chesterton.'' 
^ Hr. Friske.—" Sat two hundred again, savan's 

the main, savan." 

Groomporter, — " Seven 's the main," (dice 6 
and 6,) " s\x% — out." . 

Lord Che«terton then threw out himself for two 
hundred pounds, and thi^ box passed to one of 
the " Constants." 

Lord Chesterton. — ^"Two^hundred out." 

Constant. — " Seven's the main, seven." 

Groomporter. — " Seven 's the main," (dice 3- 
and 1,) "four to seven." 

Mr. Friske.— r'' Chastarton, bet the oddsy two 
hundred to one." that was done. 

Qfoomporter.— r(dice 2 and 25), "Four with 
deuces, one main.'' 
• Constant. — " Five 's the main, five." 

Groomporter. — " Five 's the main, (dice 5 and 
3,) " eight to five." 

Lprd Chesterton betted five hundred to four^ 
the caster in. 

Groomporter. — (dice 4 and 1) "Five, quatre 
ace,-— out." 

Constant, taking a back. — " Five 's the main, 
five." 

Lord Chesterton. — -"'Two hundred pounds out.'^ 
Mr. Friske also put down two hundred for bis 
lordship. 
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GflXNomporter.— " Five 's t])iemiu9,"^ (dice 2 and 
If) " deuce ace, — out." 

Lord Gheslerton by this time bad got a little the 
better pf the fumes of the wine. ^' Why dcm't you^ 
pay the out.* 

Oroomporter.-— ^< It is Auce aee^ my lordy ^nd" 
we don't pay on that. If it had been ace$} my 
lord, we should have been obliged to pay double." 

Lord Chesterton. — " D — natiou. Wh^t^ risk 
four hundred pounds, win, and get nothing?" 

It would be tedious to detail farther the progress^ 
of the game of French hazard, or the variations 
of success which attended his lordship, till he left 
off, owing Mr. Crockford thirteen thousand 
pounds. Hazard, though a very diversified and^ 
complicated game, is still a very monotonous one, 
— a constant repetition of the same sounds, pecu- 
liarly grating, and ^np]easant to an indifferent ear.. 

Mr. Crockford, upon the conclusion of play, 
approached Lord Chesterton, and showed him the 
rules and regulations of the club !* told his lord- 
ship, that in every respect his club was conducted 
upon the same principles as Brooke's/ White's,. 
&c. and that if bis lordship liked to be balloted 
fdr, to become a member, he *^ vould answer for 
his ludship being elected." 

Lord Chesterton. — « What is it I: owe you V^ 

Mr. Crockford. — ^* I beg you voud not men* 
tion it, my lud. Tour ludship can pay me on. 
your ludship's next coming. Your ludship will, 
take the trouble to give me an * i. O. U.' for the 
thirteen thousand, and your ludship can pay \t 
^never your ludship thinks proper/' 

a: 
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Lord Chesterton.—" O ! 1*11 give you a check, 
now, and have done with it" 

Mr. CrQckford.-^— " Your ludship is wery kind ; 
just %B your ludship plaiceSf*^ (the word had a fish- 
like sound about it.) ' 

Lord Chesterton wrote a check for the nionpey, 
and| accompioiied by bis two friehds, descended 
the stairs, amid the tingling of bells, and the bows 
of the whale household, from Crockford down to 
the porter. 

. All gdming-houses bfive re^dy instruments to 
scenes of plundei^ — vforkmen for the banks, who 
being ruined, will accept a trifle for the perform- 
ance of any dirty act whatever 

At no game can cheating be practised with so 
much impunity as at hazard, either French or 
English, and all detection defied.^ 

Sometimes, false or loaded dice are produced 
which bring up only certain numbers; at others, 
cramped boxes, . which land the. dice as ihef are 
put in, because'there is not room in the box for 
them to turn about* Then the centra dot is taken 
out of the '♦*five," which gives two "fours'* to 
each die ; but tbe most effectual mode, and whiciT 
sets at naught at times, the scrutiny of the well 
experienced leg, is with fair dice and box. One 
of the dice is secured for a certain number, be- 
tween the two middle fingers, the other dice is put 
into the box and rattled, which gives the appear- 
ance of both dice being in the box. A main is 
called of 5, 6, 8, or 9; a four is secured when the 
chance is thrqwn for, and it is wanted to throw in", 
' «s the other dfce may turn up, a 1 to a & maiB|t-<-d 
"^.to a 6, — a 4 to an 8,-^ora 5 to a 9, which would 
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nick those mains, and it is impossible to throw 
crabs. After the chance is thrown for, and there's 
no>nick, a diflferent number is then secured, to 
prevent the main being thrown, when the chance 
alone must be thrown : thus, 5 is secured to the B 
main, — 6 to the 6>— I to the 8, — and 1 or 2. to 
the 9, when, in the two first instances, it is impos- 
sible to throw low enough, and in the two last, 
high enough for the main. Of course, the mode 
of securing depends in some few instances upon 
the number of the chance. When it h wanted to 
throw out, a ' number is secured as remote from 
the chance as possible, and the most likely to effect 
the object* For instance, when 9 is called for 
the main, an ace is secured, and the other dice 
may throw an aoe or a deuce, both of which Will 
make crabs. If crabs are not thrown when an 
ace is secured, the chance must be 4, 5, 6, or 7. 
Then in throwing for the main or chance, in order 
to throw the main, — ^the out chance, a 4 is secured 
to a 4 chance, — a 5 to a 5, — a 6 to a 6, — and a 7 
to a 7, In the three first instances, it is impossi- 
ble to throw the chance ; and in the last instance 
the odds,* which are 3 to 2, the 7 against the 8, are 
made equal, as it is an even bet when a 6 is se- 
cured, whether the other dice will be an ace, which 
would make the chance ; or a trois, which would 
. make the main. 

The following scale will clearly exhibit the effect 
df securing a die, in order to bring off the main or 
chance, according as it is wished. 

f>r a chance to Come off, a^5 or a 6 is secured to a 5 main. 

6 ditto to a 6 ditto. 

1 ditto to aii,8 ditto^ 

l.orS. ditta to a 9 ditto/ 
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Thus the main cannot be thrown.. 

For Um main to come oS, 4, 6, or •» if fccartd « 4- ehftBee^. 

5 or 6 ditto to « 6 ditto. 

1 ditto to ft^e ditto. 

1 ditto to an 8 *ditu>. 

1 or t, ditto to a » dilo. 

1, f,orS ditto to a 10 ditto. 

Thus the chance cannot be thrown. 

To secure either 1, S> 3, 4, 5, or 6 to the 
^chance or main %, makes the main and chance^ 
whatever they may be in relation to each other, 
an even bet, but all. the rest, whatever .4s re- 
quired, is reduced to a dead certainty. 

Thus a man tan throw in or out at will There 
are well dressed persons who have been gentle* 
men, who secure most skilfully, and are paid for 
their services in the ratio of the qpoils they >7ork 
into the bank. These robberies are generally 
practised at a slack table, and at late periods of the 
night, when the senses of the dupes are deadened^ 
by intoxication. 

When the baronet had concluded reading this 
sketch, the most profound silence prevailed for a 
considerable time, each individual of the attentive 
circle being occupied with reflections of the most: 
intense and painful description. 

<< How culpable," at length exclaimed the Mar- 
quis of Meadowdale, ** is the government of thi3< 
country, that it does not interfere to put down so 
scandalous a house.'* 

" Mr. Crockford laughs, deridedly,'* added Sir 
Walter, *^ at the idea of such interference taking 
place. He exultingly announces, that his list of 
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Hiembers contains a great portion of the membersi: 
of both bousea of Parliament, who would rather 
seek to put his establishment upon a firmer basis 
than §^e it the slightest interruption." 

** it is high time, then,^ said the noble marquis, 
expressively, *^ that the deep reproach with which 
Parliament thus lies charged, should be removed, 
or at least some attempt should be made towards 
a legislative enactment and we should then see 
who would venture,, before the face of the world, 
to uphold or encourage so destructive an evil.'* 

**^lt doesHiot follow," observed Lord Upland, 
*Mhat because people are to be found foolish 
enough to be allured, under one deceptive pretext 
or another, to so detestable a place, that the place 
itself should be allowed to exist. Destroy the 
fatal temptations to so great an evil, and there 
would not be so many victims to fall by it." 

f^ L have heard it reasoned," said the i)aronet, 
** that gaming does good by dispersing overgrown 
fortunes, and giving a spur to trade. Those are 
shallow-pated persons who hold such an argument. 
The many, are ruined to enrich the i'ew. Persons 
who are daily fallings victims to one knavish prac- 
tice or the other of the gaming system, move pfT 
the scene to a prison or the continent, leaving 
their numerous debts, contracted when they were 
in credit, unsettled, and without the smallest 
chance of any. settlement of v them taking place 
whatever. If the fortunes which are engulphed 
in a small focus, were, on the contrary, retained 
by their original ^n& numerous owners, a whole- 
some expenditure would extend itself over the. 
aountfy to an unknown extent ;^ whereas the ex-*. 
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pendittire rtemltiBg from the infamoas qpstem^ 
eompared to it; is not wmtfay to be named. It i» 
t^e, one home may be pulled down, and another 
erected in its place, tradesmen and labourers em* 
ployed to eaibellish it^ good cheer, and many ser- 
vants to supply it. Here 's a busy scene certainly, 
but only in one place. Then search into the 
country estates, town mansions^ and domestic 
affiurs of the numerous personages who are un- 
done by such horrible doings. There you will 
see estates morti^aged ; town houses shut up ; 
carriages and horses sold off; servants discharged ; 
tradestnen unpaid ; and the undone men either 
prisoners or eiile8,.and their families plunged into 
misery and sorrow." 

** The picture you have drawn, Siar Walter,** 
observed Lady Meadowdaie, *^is but too faithfid^ 
I am afraid." 

<* JluH is but a small portion of the frightful 
picture;" continued the baronet <*When the 
tall oak droops its head« its branches also wither 
and decay. How often have advantageous and 
happy settlements in life of minor branches of a 
family been prevented by the blighting influence 
of a gamblers cai?eer, and the fondest hoper, and 
the tenderest affections vitally nipped in their 
growth." 

** It appears by the clear statement made by 
Mr. Cleveland," said the noble marquis, ** that 
full £300 an hour must fall into the bank, by one 
given point alone. That gives £1500 in five 
hours, .£9000 in a week of six days, and the sum 
of '£36,000 in a nipntb." 

^* The committee of management," aa a feiK^ 



silljr persoBages cboocie to call tbemselTcis, rejobtied 
Sir Walter, '* stipulates, that tbe bank must stand 
to the loss of a certain sum of a nig^t, if the diee 
should take a run against it. What a farce is this, 
when what falls by deuce ace alone in one week 
in itself, poduces nearly the amount in question.'^ 

** I think," said Lord Upland, << that this com- 
mittee of management would do well to limit like- 
wise the amount of losses to the bank, which, 
assuredly, would be the means of saving a. little of 
their own money occasionally.'^ 

" No, no^" laughingly observed Sir Walter, " if 
such a regulation were attempted to be. made, the 
^tUhmty of the committee would all end, in what, 
in fact, it only consists already, viz. — a bottle of 
smoke.'' 

<< I heard Lord St. Ledger observe the other 
day,'' said Lord Upland, <nhat Mr. Crockford 
could do nothing of himself, and that he was a 
mere servant of the establishment. As a proof, 
his new house was to be built by contract. While 
building, the committee suggested certain expen** 
sive alterations, which Mr. Crockford was obliged 
to agree to, whicti, at once, annulled the contract^ 
and put bim to very considerable extra co^. 

** If he is a servant of the gaming house, he is in 
a very ei^viable situation," said &r Walter. *<It 
is extremely politic^ though, to appear in that light, 
and also to conform to the wishes of sUch persons 
v9hos» money has helped to pay, or whose money 
certainly will help to pay that princely build- 
ing. The assertion, that it is built by subscription 
is false^ It is notorious, that many members of 
the heli are younger branchef of great families, 
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Whose incomed are very confined, and could 
not afiford the money. They can scarcely spare 
the ten guineas a year subscriptioBy though it com- 
mands hot suppersBud choice refreshments during 
the. season. In some instances, the subscription 
money is not demanded, and in other iiistanceSi 
the parties are provided wiA the money to pay 
it, in order to save appearances. They would not 
be admitted at all, but from the supposition that 
fcom their high connexions they might have a 
windfall, which they would lose there, or for the 
opportunities they have of bringing a good flat 
under their arm, compared to whose losses, the 
expense attending the feeding of the decoy ducks, 
is but baiting a * sprat to catch a gudgeon.' '' 

** How truly shocking — nay, alarming,'' said 
the Marchioness of Meadowdale, << that so horrid 
a place should be tolerated for a moment." 

<< Indeed, Lady Meadowdale," observed the ba- 
ronet, " the existence of all such places,* is a deep 
reproach upon the authorities of the country. 
There is no doubt that Mr. Crockford is con- 
■cemed with three sporting noblemen, who keep 
in the back ground. Jtfr. Crockford is the pro- 
minent partner, he lends money, bears tlhe bruut 
of actions and prosecutions, the expenses attend- 
ing which, come out of the gross mass of plunder, 
and the f)alance is then shared among them." 

« It would appear," said the Marquis, " that 
(hough the losses of the bank, when they take piace^ 
are confined, yet there are no limits to the losses 
that fnay be sustained to it.'* 

*< None," exclaipied the baronet. << If the bank 
)oses 10 or £iOfiOO, it stops there^ but it is open 
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16 win to any amount, any one night The stakes, 
apparently, are Fiiuited to .£200 Bets, and odds iu 
hundreds, but the limitation of stakes is often 
extended. But to sum up,^' said Sir Walter with 
great seriousness, *^ it is a palace of splendid mis- 
ery, where the deities Vacuna, Vibiliay and Laver- 
na, holdtheir reign, and where the votaries of eacb 
make their nighdy sacrifices." ' \ 

Here the conversation turned upon theatricals, "^ 

and the evening passed with the most lively sallies 
and pleasantries. 

As the street door was opened for the baronefis 
departure, he saw a tall figure, closely wrapped 
Up in a cloak, quickly recede down the steps, and * 

hastily vanish out of sight. Sir Walter, as he pro- 
ceeded homewards, reflected on the occurrence, 
and began to think what business any one could , 

have at the marquis's door at that time of night, ^ 

(near twelve o'clock,) for it did not rain, though 
the clouds looked heavy, thecefore no one could 
have occasion to seek shelter; and the person^ 
whoever he was, seemed desirous to avoid obser- 
vation. He thought too, that his height corres- 
ponded with a figure he had seen very near the 
door, on his leaving two or three times before. 
Curiosity led him back into Portman Square. He 
had not proceeded far, ere he saw the same object| 
pacing, with measured steps and a thoughtful ai|^ 
the pavement before the house. The baronet has- . ^ 

tened his walk to see what he was made of, when 
the noise of his approach disturbed the reveries of 
the stranger,- who looked up, beheld Sir * Waltefj 
and instantly darted across the road, wound round 
by the railing of the gardens, and in a moment 
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wad lost to observation. The baronet walked 
several tbnes round the square, up this street, 
down that, and came again and again iu sight of 
the mansion, but the being of his search was not 
again to be seen. The baronet then returned to 
his home, and after some sound and refreshing 
sleep, the adventure was scarcely remembered in 
the morning. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

The time was now rapidly approaching for the 
dipparture of the noble family to Malvern. After 
some calls of ceremony upon diffennt families to 
bid farewell, the Marchioness of M<^ad(>wdalf' and 
JLady Eliza, at the invitation ot Sir Walter Morti- 
mer were induced to leave their carriage, and 
accept his arm in a short walk: The day was 
close, and the atmosphere particularly dense, 
apparently with electric' fluid. Lady Meadow- 
dale soon began to feel languid and faint. She 
would not name to Lady Eliza that she felt unwell^ 
for Jier Isldyship knew that the afTecttonate heart 
t)f her daughter would always impulse her to 
#)rego any pleasure whatever, to attend upon her 
with the tenderest solicitude, whenever she was in 
the least indisposed. However, the carriage was 
called, upon Lady Meadowdale saying that she 
would prefer ti slow drive to walking. Her lady- 
isfbi]^ would hot listen to the wishes of her fair 
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daughter to be with her, but iasisted upon her 
coDtiuutag the walk witb the baronet, atte acted by 
one of the footmen, as it would do the young lady 
so much good, while the carriage proceeded slowly 
on the road oil the north bank of the Serpentine 
River, and would be ready at anytime to take her 
ladyship up. 

The baronet was delighted beyond expression 
at feeling the fair hand of the lo\(eliest of her sex 
Testing gently on his arm, and hearing her speak 
in warm and glowing tt^rms of the beauties of dif- 
ferent scenes, and the joy she always experienced 
when at Upland Castle, "where," she said, "when 
the drawbridge is up, unmingled happiness prevails 
withi'i, and the discordant materials with which 
the vi^orld is unhappily afBicted, are closed without. 
Upland Castle," continued Lady Eliza, with a 
sweet smile of peace glaticing over her pretty 
cheeks, '* is a heaven to me in the bosonr of my 
family.'' 

Lady E(iza and the baronet, thus in pleasing 
eonverse, had unctinscioiisly wandered away from 
the route the carriage took, which had gone quite 
out of sight. It soon became much wanted, for 
large drops of rain began suddenly to fall, ac- 
companied with vivid flashes of lightning. The 
fo >tman was sent in pursuit of the cfirriage, while 
they sought shelter in the nearest lodge. The 
storm increased, when large hail-stones fell so 
thickly, that parts here and there of the shower^ 
appeared like large sheets of ice descendingC Bf 
the time they reached the lodge, Lady Ellzaand 
Sir Walter were drenched with wet. This was 
the uiore ttnfortunate, for the flooring of the lodge 



/ 

/ 



i «. 



■ 1 

172 • ■ 1 

was of stone, there was no fire, and the air, which 
/ before was so warm and close, suddenly became 

cold and chilly. The baronet was in the deepest 
alarm about the condition of his precious charge, 
and every moment was leaving the lodge to see if 
the carriag(^ was approaching, but he could see 
nothing of it. At length, seeing the dear being 
of his silent adoration shiver with the cold, and 
that the sod colour of her fair cheeks had left 
them, which then vied for whiteness with the icy 
particles that bounded into the door-way, he fieW 
into Piccadilly for a hackney coach ; there was 
none on the stand ; but seeing an empty, carriage 
pass by without a servant, he ran after it, and pro- 
mised the coachman a sovereign if he would take i 
a lady home, which was too tempting an offer to 
be refused. 

While Sir Walter, who in his deep concern 
about Lady Eliza's health, had completely Over- 
looked a minor consideration,-^the very unplea^ 
sant situation he placed her ladyship in, by leaving 
her alone, — was thus engaged, she was a little 
amused, though in a degree offended, by one of 
those intrusions which often happen to unpro- 
' tected/ or apparently unprotected females. A,t 

times ^uch intrusions are impulsed by a desire 
^ simply to be of service, but at other times they 
i spring from sheer impudence. The latter feeling 

! had no share in the intentions of the individual 

who obtruded himself upon the attention of Lad^ 
Eliza ^ in the short absence of the baronet. He 
was a' short thick set man, with a face correspond- 
^- ingly broad with his shoulders, and in full bloom. 

His nose was very small, pinched in» and very red. 
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His cheeks vfere jutting with large round and red 
excrescences, upon a level with his nose^ whicb' 
gave bis face the appearaniee of avpainted puni|^ 
kin. He came into the lodge for shelter; After 
suryeying the room, he cast ah eye of commisei^ 
ration to Lady Eliza^ who was seated in a chair in 
the corner, shaking; every limb, and immediately^ 
approached her. 

" What a sudden storm^ miss," said Mr. Car- 
buncle ; "you have^ beeft in it, for you are- 
dripping wet," casting an eye to the water that 
surrounded her ladyship, which had fallen from* 
her silk dress. 

Lady Eliza raised her eyes of blue upon the 
^person who addressed her, with a look of astonish- 
ment and fear. 

"Nay," said Mr. Carbuncle, "don't be alarmed, 
I mean no harm^ miss. Excuse me, miss, you 
are guilty of the same indiscretion which young 
ladies too frequently fall into. Your shoes, miss,* 
are not stout enough. Nothing, miss, so condu-^ 
cive to the preservation of health as wearing thick^ 
shoes that will keep the wet or cold from striking' 
to the ffeet. Take my advice, miss. I have saved 
the lives of all the persons who show Westminster 
Abbey and St. Paul's over, liy recommending cork' 
shoes, an inch and a half thick, lined with leather 
or cotton.. But, upon my honour, miss, you have 
a very pretty foot — a foot for Cinderella's glass 
slipper, and should be well taken care of." 

During this address, Lady Eliza was covered 
with confusion, and was reproaching the baronet 
in her heart for his long stay, which she. could not 
account for. The footman too did not return* 
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and her embarrassment altogether was extreme. 
The great excitement jof her feelings, most pro- 
bably, prevented any Ql consequences resamn|^ 
from the untoward bad weather. 

The baronet now came running into the lodge,^ 
bis countenance betraying the wildest concern. 
The strange carriage drove up at the same time, 
into which he placed Lady Eliza without a mo- 
ment's delay. It reached Portman Square with 
Che greatest possible speed. So great was the 
agitation of Bir Walter's feelings itoout her lady- 
ship, that, excepting naming the propriety, upon 
her reaching home, of immediately "changing her 
dresSr and taking some hot wine and water, he 
<K)uld not utter a word the whole of the way. The 
same, carriage then took him to his own house. 
He changed his wet clothes and returned without 
dday to Portman Square, where he found that 
!(tfady Meadowdale hs^d just returned. 

It turned out,,that the footman had mistaken the 
lodge where they had taken shelter, and her lady- 
ship in the carriage had been searching for them^^ 
in viun, in every direction. She at last gave up' 
Ae pursuit, satisfied that Sir Walter Mortimer 
would take every care of her daughter. In the 
evening, all the adventures of the day, served^ 
only as a source of amusement. During the eve- 
wiVig the baronet opened a fresh envelope fron^ 
|[r. Cleveland, 
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SKETCH No. IV. 
Scen$ at a Jfight House. 

There are certain places in town, with billiardL 
tables attached, to which ladies of easy virfue,. 
legs of easjr manners, and gentlemen of easy 
money, fly when the theatres are ov^r ; the two 
first in pursuit of their yarious avocations, of which 
the last could give a good; account ; and the last 
in pursuit of every folly, for which, one way or 
the other, they pay most dearly. Some of the 
ladies attended' by beaux, whom their charms had 
fascinated at th^ theatres, or elsewhere, and allure 
here ; and others in search of devotees to their 
attractions, in those who are not already engaged. 

The legs are of every variety, and conclude 
here their rounds for the day. There are, the 
gaming house leg, — he whose business is over 
about the same time as the theatres ; the billiard 
leg ; the race leg ; the fight leg ; the pigeon leg ;^ 
the universal leg,- — he whose knowledgeis so gene- 
jal, that he will never be out of a good thing that 
falls in his way, whether it is a bet on a race, a, 
fi^ht, a pigeon match, a game of billiards, a game 
at three-card loo, whist, cribbage, blind hookey,^ 
'< going the odd one," tossing three halfpence in a 
hat, or what not, he, in fact, being perfectly "^u^ 
fait" at every thing. The ladies some evenings 
are not only without beaux,, but are also without 
money, in which case the legs stand to them for a^ 
lobster, oysters, a sandwich, a mutton chop, a 
glass or two of wine, &c.; and the ladies in return. 
5)r such benefits, often wilp into their clutches.^ 
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good fiat, intoxieitted under the combined influ* 
ence of beauty and wine. 

Two ot three o'clock in the morning is a busy 
hour at these hauntsu A flat is being landedup 
stairsat billiards, baek-gamnion, or chicken*hazara|> 
while down stairs, in this box, a flat is being landed, 
at cards ; in that, in going the odd one, or tossing 
up ; in another, by tnaking bets upon a race, or a 
fight, with "legs of straw,** or with those who never 
intend to pay if they lose, which amounts to the 
same thing. Bet« of all kinds and in all wayS| 
are taken that are offered, upon the chance of 
their coming off right, in which event they seek 
payment ; but, if they come off* wrong,' they seek< 
— obscurity. ' 

Hon. G. Foppery. — « Wait'-here, bring me a 
lobster, and a bottle of champagne." 

Waiter. — " Directly, sir. This is the coolest 
seat, sir.'* 

Landlord. — ^« What has that gentleman or- 
dered?' * 

Waiter. — f« A lobster and a bottle of cham* 
pagne. He is a first-rate 5tceU, but I never saw 
him here before." 

Landlord. — :" Go and ask Mrs. — for the 

key of the wine cellar, I Ml fetch the wine my- 
self. Tell her to prepare the best lobster boiled 
this afternoon.*' 

The landlord brought a bottle of foreign cham* 
pagne, (for it must be remarked, that he can pro- 
duce some real home sharnpagne as well,) of the 
best quality in his cellar, wiping it with a napkin; 
«'Do you wish the cork drawn now, sir V* 
^ Hon. G. Foppery.—" No, I must feed first ; 
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take this < eau-de-c6logne' glass (it was a tapering 
ehampagne glass) away» and bring me a tuinbler. 
Have you no ice ?" 

L^aidlord.— " None left sir, the hot weather 
melts it so soon. You will find, sir, this bottle 
very cool and in high condition, sir, there is not 
finer wine in all the world, sir," bowing very low, 

« 

No. 3 Box. 

Two. legs and a tady^ over a pint of sherry and 

oysters. 

The lady was beginning to look a little the worse 
for wear and tear, late hours and drinking ; but 
was a very fine figure, with fieatures extremely 
well-formed, and still looked striking by candle- 
light 

First leg.— •*« G — that 's a first-rate nob. Look 

how civil — — is to him. 1 'm if he 's not 

drinking ehampagne out of a tumbler. 1 say, 
Soph., go slily out of the room, return presently^ 
and see if you can't tackle to him." 

Second leg, (Having beckoned the landlord to 
come to him.)-r"Who is that gentleman 1 hq 
seems a tiptop fellow." 

Landlord. — ** I don't know, but he 's a r^gulac 
blood. He has the most beautiful gold chain 
round his neck I ever saw. 1 '11 pound it, it cost 
full thirty guineas." 

First leg. --«< My eyes and limbs! he'll make 
a fine flat." 

Sophia retired, adjusted her curls, and then 
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walked up the room towards Mr. Foppery's table. 
As she approached, she gave him one of her mosC 
melting looks and bewitching smiles. 

Sophia, with a soft voice. — ** Wliat a handsome 
fellow you are, you're quite a duck of a man. I 
wish you were at home with me, we should be so 
happy." 

Hon. G. Foppery.— "Ton my honour, you arc 
a delighte-ful creature. Take a glass of chain- 
pagne. Wait-here, bring a champagne glass.'' 

Sophia, sf^ating herself. — " Have you been to 
the play, my dear V^ 

Hon.^G. Foppery. — " I have been to the ope- 
ra. Madame Paste-ay (Pasta) was in charming' 
voice." 

Sophia. — '« Do you like your lobster, my dear?'. 

Hon. 6. Foppery. — "Ye8,^it'8 pretty good. 
Would you like some 1" 

' Sophia. — "I am a little hungrj^ my dear, I 
don't care if I do. What a delicious scent you 
have ! O ! you are such a nice fellow. What is 
it o'clock, my dear ?" 

Hon. G, Foppery, taking out of his waistcoat 
pocket a superb gold repeater,— " 'Tis tweiity 
minutes after one.*' 



' No. S Box. 

First leg. — " Soph.'g got in with him \v^ a cah" 
ter. My eyes, Bill, did you see his * ticker? * I '11 
lay a guinea to a shilling it's worth sixty guineas 
or more.** 

Second leg.— <^I dare say he has all Iriadrof 
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money about him* He has just ordered another 
bottle of wine. It would do if yon went pre- 
flent]> and spoke to Bi>ph." 

First leg. — It would be better for you to do 
that. Your toggery is better, and you can come 
the Hngo so well. 1 'm — if 1 can come it at all.'' 

bophia now winked to her iriends, upon which 
the second leg went out, buttoned up his coat, 
Teturned, and loungf d towards their table. 

Sophia. — '* O ! d«*ar, what shall I do, here 
comes my friend. He '11 be so angry at seeing 
xne here. I '11 «ay you are a very old acquaint* 
ance, that I will.'' 

Second leg.—** Ah ! Sophia, I could not dream 
of meeting you here." 

Sophia.*-** I was so dull at home, I came out 
to take a walk. I then met this gentleman, whom 
1 have not seen fey three years,— have 1 duck 1" 

Hod. G. Foppery.—'* It is somewhere (hiccup) 
thereabout." 

Second leg.-^** Beautiful weather, sir. Upon 
my word this is a very agreeable place ; I think 
it is improved since I was here last. Is the wine 
good, sir V' * 

Hon. G. Foppery.*— *< Yes, pretty good.'' 

Second leg. — ** Do you take snuff, sir 1" pre- 
4ienting a box. 

Hon. G. Foppery.— ** You are very kind." 
(hiccup.) 

Sophia.—** Will you have a glass of wine ?" 
then turning to the honourable gentleman, ** I know 
#ucky, yon won't mind my asking Captain Cant* 
He)) to take a glass of wine.** 
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hon. 6. Foppery.— « The captain is quite wel. 



come." 



Cantwell. — *« 1 feel much obliged for jfour 
great politeness, sir, I was just calling for a bottle 
of wine.** 

Sophia. — " Waiter, bring a wine glass. Come, 
get a chair and sit down." 

Cantwell, sitting down.—** I am excessively 
tired. I have thi» moment arrived from Windsor 
on horseback. The king is not well.*' (His 
majesty never was better.) 

Hon. 6. Foppery. — ** Indeed f What is the 
matter with (hiccup) his majesty ?" 

Cantwell.—*^ A slight cold, 1 believe. Waiter, 
bring another bottle of wine. You will do me 
the favour, sir, to take wine with me now." 

While tUs bottle was being drank, the other leg 
Came up. 

Cantwell. — ** Ah ! tnajory how are you ? I 'm 
monstrous glad to see you. Bring your chaih 
Do you go to Ascot next week V^ 

The Major. — ** O ! certainly, I 'm heavy for 

the gold cup. I am' still open with the bet yoii 

refused the other day against the first favourite.*^^ 

Cantwell.— ** Well, I'll bet you i;350. to 

jCWO. against Mentor." 

The Major !—** Done, P. P." Books wefe 
then produced from both their pockets, and tli^e 
bet regularly entered* ^ 

Cantwell. — **What do you think of my bet, 
sir?" 

Hon. G. Foppery. — **Not much, (hiccup) I 
think (hiccup) Mentor will win." ^ 

Cantwell. — ** This bet with the major has made 
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tip my book upon that race ; however, I don't 
mind going a little farther. You shall have the 
same bet, sir, if you like.'* 

Hon. G. Foppery.— " I *11 take (hiccup) your 
jC400. (hiccup) to one.'* 

Canlwell. — " It *s fifty more than I have yet 
given, but I MI bet you, sir, in the hope that 1 shall 
make a better bet with you -another time.** 

Hon. 6. Foppery, (hiccup).— « Done, sin*' 

The Major. — " Will you give me in the other 
fifty, captain ?" 

Cantwell.— « Ah ! ah ! ah !— No, that will ne- 
ver do." 

Cantwell now gave his address to a sporting 
tavern in Jermyn Street, and obtained that of Mr. 
Foppery. "Hon. G. Foppery, South Audley 
Street.'* Cantwell then went to the landlord, 
who had observed at a short distance what had 
passed. 

Landlord; — " I'm a third in that bet." 

Cantwell. — " Of course. He 's a — fine flat. 
Here 's his address." 

Landlord. — "Foppery, Foppery. G — he's 
the fellow what loseis so at Crockford's."* 

Cantwell.—" I wish you would send us jClO 
presently, we are rather upon the low toby. 1 
think we might draw him of something n6w. [ 
think he^ in right spirits for it." 

Landlord. — " Very well," (with an arch look,) 
take care you don 't lose them.*' 

Cantwell returned to his seat. During his ab« 

^ The great flats at this wholesale house of robbery 4re all 
known to the low Greeks, who make the most of them whea* 
ever chey cross their path* 

Vot. I.— Q 



1 



183 

tencft, the mc^ar descmted i^>oii the captain'^ 
vast pioperty «Dd fine seat in Northamptonshirei 
and also stated him to be the best feDow in the 
world^and one who loses very heavSj upon the 
turf. 

Sophia. — ^'Whoever wins must make me a 
present of some gloves.'^ 

Landlord, approaching and putting ten sove- 
reigns upon the taUe. — ** Here is the change for 
the ten pound note sir." 

Cautwell. — "Very well. 6 — I don't know 
what to do with them. 1 'il toss you^ major, for 
a pound," sfipping three sovereigns under ibe 
taUe to him. 

The Major.—" Well, here goes.** 
' The sovereigns passed between them like so 
many farthings. 

Cantwell, at length. — <' Suppose we make a 
sweep-stakes of a pound each ; for whoever has 
the single head or tail of us three, wins the stakes. ^ 
Will you make one sir, for a little sport ?" 

Hon. G» Poppery.— " I don't (hiccup) rightly 
understand what you mean." 

Cantwell. — " We each hide a sovereign, head 
or tail as we may fancy. If we happen to be 
all heads or tails, we bld& again. But when there 
$re two heads and one tail, or two tails and one 
head, the single head or tail wins the stakes." 

fhe Hon. G. Foppery played, and was eased 
of jC27. In robberies of this kind, there is a pre«r 
concerted signal made by one, by which the otber 
knows what the first has down. The signal, gene- 
roily, is the spreading of the thumb from the band 
"^Wch covers tbe piece of money they toss with^ 
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ivbich Signifies a tail b put down, and keeping the 
Ihumb close to tfae fingers when itis a head. The 
first leg pats down a bead or tail, and the secoi^ 
the reverse, so that the flat, whatever he puts 
down, must pair with one or the other, wad there-, 
fore never can win. A more rapid mode of 
*^ going the odd one," as it is professionally ex- 
pressed, is by making the odd head or tail pay to 
the other two an equal amount each of what may 
be agreed upcm, instead of receiving from them> 
in which case the two legs put down alike. 

They thus can vary success at ccnnmand, and 
give the flat a turn or two at the commencement^ 
to urge him on, create confidence, imd save ap- 
pearances, a practice pursued at all ** landings." 

When the honourable gentleman's back was 
turned, a division was made of the money. 

Five pounds were given to Sophia ; three pounda 
the bill ; one pound tfae waiter ; two pounds to a 
person who came in at the ^^ heel of the hunt,^ 
and declared himself ^ on ;" and the remainder 
was divided between the three, — ^the two lefs and 
the landMrd^ 

Mentor won the cup ; but the honourable geii^ 
tleman, in vain looked for the captain ! at Tatter- 
sail's, or at the tavern where he gave his address, 
and where, on inquiry, he was but little known. 
*^ He came there occasionally," was the answer. 
The landlord of the house, where the piece was 
enacted, said, <* I have seen him before, but I do 
not know him at all, and I have no recollection of 
the occurrence." The captain, whose person the 
honourable gentleman could not know again> in 
fact was ^ uon est inventus." 
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It was i[t one of these places^ where all kinds 
of matches were concocted to fleece the *^ piea- 
green,*' or rather he should be called, the " ever- 
green," or the 5* 5ap-green," whose associating 
with fighting men was so proverbial. Once, after 
a disgraceful debauch with near a dozen of these 
fellows, for which he "stood sam," he took one 
of them to his house and put him dead drunk into 
the best bed-room, which was so costly and tastily 
fitted up, himself retiring to rest in a smaller room. . 
The next morning the bed clothes were stained^ 
and the room stunk from the filth he was wallow- 
ing in, which he had discharged during the nighjt 
from his overloaded stomach. 

Some, droll adventures frequently arise out of 
proceedings somewhat similar to the foregoing. 
Two " sporting gentlemen,'* strangers tor eack 
other, out one night upon a prowl, met, by acci-. 
dent at a " segar and go crib^' in the neighbour- 
hood of Covent Garden. There were but few 
persons present. The period was just be lore the 
Epsom Races, where the bare-faced* robbery of 
the " General" was effected, and the state of the 
odds, for that "Derby," was the topic of conver* 
sation. Each of these gentlemen evinced a won- 
derful degree of knowledge of horse racing ; 
talked of the fine symmetry of this horse ; the 
capabilities of that ; the fine jockyship of this 
man, or the other ; enlarged upon the heavy bets 
they had had pending upon races, which had gone 
by, till they mutually deceived each other into the 
belief, that they had a fine flat to deal with. Bets * 
at length were proposed and accepted. Odds 
were laid by one party with the oth^r, against dif- 
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&fent £av<Niriie bojuies, to the amount of three of 
four hundred pounda £^ch was m a fey^, lest 
the other should " call -to cov«r,.'' and were much 
relieved when it was i^reed that TattersalPfs. 
should be the pay place, on ^settling day afier 
dae races. They Bcpavated, both delighted at 
the prospects the Tace held out to thenu What- 
ever eompany they separately fell into, their 
books were produced a^d they enlarged upoft 
the excellent adventure they had for the Per- 
by. Their sleep was bi^oken upon by llreams. 
of success, or the inspiring hope that the race 
would come off suitable to the views they had 
formed of the different horses. The wished-foc 
day, which had created an intense anxiety in many 
more breasts than of those ftwo personages^ at 
length arrived. News from the scene of ajCtioiii 
' was speedily sought after, to learn the name of tb& 
winning horse. "Have you Ic^arnt which horse 
has won the Derby P* was the oft-repeated inquiry 
of every one likely to give the information.. Ac««. 
counts reached town that an out horse was the* 
winner, which no one dreamt of, excepting the- 
rich and deep ones, who influenced these thingSf 
with the most infinite cunning and certainty. Tbe^ 
one who took the odds, therefore, lost every bet. 

Pay day at Tattersall's arrived. The winner 
was there at an early hour, and flying about kk 
every direction, in search of the loser. In vaia 
was he the busiest of the busy in that busy scene», 
which is always in the same state of bustle and 
confusion on settling day after the great raoes, &r 
no loser was to be found. It was also useless tc^ 
look for him at his old haunts, they were forsakeOk. 
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ff he wanted to spend an hour at a house where 
the other might be, a friend was sent in first to 
see if the coast was clear, before he ventured in 
himself. If he «* twigged" the cither's " phiz," in 
the street in the distance, he made all possible 
despatch to evade bis sight. There is no knowing 
bow long this " peep-bo'* work would have con- 
tinued, had it not been intimiated to the loser, that 
the winner could not have paid if he had lost ; 
therefore it was best to meet the affiiir manfully, 
and tell him so at once, as.a reason why he was 
not paid. This was accordingly done at the 
aforesaid " segar and go crib," when a most edify- 
ing altercation took place between the parties. 
Among other things, they charged each other 
with intending a dead take-in ; but the winner 
alleged, that though he would candidly confess he 
had not the money himself he was employed by 
a " good man" to make the bets, who would have 
paid the money without scruple, if he had lost. 
They were proceeding to very high words, and 
abusing each other in the elegant sporting pap- 
lance, so characteristic of the calling, when the 
landlord, who was afraid that the disturbance 
would drive some of his customers away, inter- 
fered to quell it. He desired the winner, who 
was not so good a customer as the loser, to- pay 
his reckoning for that and the two other evenings 
he had been there without settling, and take his 
departure. This be had not the mofiey to do, so 
(he landlord told him not to mind, but never to 
come near his house again. Thus ended the 
mpiirtant sporting adventure. 

A^ certain greenish youth once took twebrt 
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hundred to eight, about a given horse, of some 
swell of imposing itianners, who was not worth a 
penny, and who was planted upon him for the 
purpose. ' The green youth lost, and paid the 
money, which was divided between three persons, 
who were combined in the knavish act. 

The foregoing and the following scenes are 
mentioned for the purpose of showing the extin^* 
siveness of the gaming weby and the divei:8ity o£ 
spiders who work upon Jts surface, else no notice 
would be taken of the vilest places of wretched- 
ness and depravity, that this or any other metro*** 
polis can contain. Houses of entertainment are 
open, which the flies enter to satisfy the cravings 
of hunger and thirst, when they are immediately 
encompassed and attacked, by some of those 
loathsome and destructive creatures constantly 
vtraiting their coming, who hang upon theif* victim 
till all vitality perishes in their gripe. Still, lUa 
as it really is, is only described. 

One gaming transaction out of many which 
have taken place in one of the sinks alluded to, 
was thus noticed by a Sunday paper. It occurred, 
it seems, soon after a certain notorious adventure 
of the like character, on the banks of the Thames. 

"GAMING IN LOW LIFE. 

" The public, of late, have been much edified- 
by statements of gaming in high life. The follow^ 
ing facts will show in some measure, how such 
scenes are managed and flats landed, i. e. eased of 
their money, in low life, and their exposure may 
not be withdut utility .^ A certain place, not many 
miles from Qovent Garden, which persons fre- 
quent^ some iofimh themselves in every viQC apd^ 
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depravity^ and others to «ee e ftiuA of tb^ir moaey^ 
was, as h has often been before of a unnUar one^ 
the scene of this adventure. One of the mwUs 
who prowl about like wpfoesmtfae night in seareh 
of prey, fell h), a few eTenings ago, with two vie- 
tims at a house for entertainment when the thea^ 
tres are over, in the neighbourhood of Drury 
Lane Theatre. The gendemen, who had more 
money than wit, invited the scout to take wine 
with them. They remained drinking till three, 
o'clock in the morning, at which hour the place 
above alluded to opens, and is instantly filled with 
the loose fry of all species, to which me two flats 
were allured, under the spedous pretext of taking 
coffee after the wine. On their arrival, the wink 
was given to the landlord, which announced, as. 
clearly as ^ny wiitk could do, the presence of 
probable flats. The trial to make them so, k 
always considered worth the while, so " mine host* ' 
of the Hope, (a hope-ful place, indeed,) imme- 
diately challenged an acquaintance to play, not at 
tfiree card loOi but at five card cribbage, a game 
equally manageable. The landlord's friend is 
well known generally to possess more wit than 
money, therefore, his opponent, (the aforesaid 
Jandlord,) slipped into his hand under the table 
gve sovereigns, in order to make a display of the 
ready. They then commenced playing wilh 
gr^at precision, for two sovereigns (nominally) the 
game, and the money was ostentatiously exposed 
upon the table. The bait took. One of the gen^ 
tleoven immediately backed one of the players, 
betted with his opponent, and al^o made bets with 
a by-^tander, who kn^w what was going on; but 
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put on the appearance of a casual and an indif- 
ferent spectator. The result is easily divined. 
The players played into each other's hand, and 
whichever way the gentleman betted he was sure 
to lose. He was soon eased of all his ready 
money, amounting to about sixteen sovereigns, 
and also tost upon owings thirty-seven pounds to 
the by^satnder, for which he gave a check upon a 
city banker, but which on presentation was not 
paid. His friend also lost a few pounds. While 
the play was going oh and the money turning iq, 
champagne was ordered* in great abundance, 
which, if il did not equal Charles Wright's spark- 
ling, was Teddy Roe's most headifying, 

"The shampagne bottle went ra^ idly rounds 
and was passed to many poor objects who wit- 
nessed the transaction, to make them sweet upon 
the matter, but who, from their half-starved looks 
more needed a hearty meal of coffee, eggs, and 
muffins, which the place also supi^lies. Bome of 
the poor wretches wanted achate of the spoils, 
but it was stated in excuse, that, only half the sum 
mentioned had been got, and five pounds of it had 
been spent in mne, &c. though a promise was 
given that if the check were paid, a distribution 
among them should be made. 

" Sir C. , Bart, was * landed' by a similar 

party out of jCI 200. The « land" commenced at 
this place, and concluded at another, all in the 
space of half-a-dozen hours." 

*< However disgusting these details are," said the 
Marquis of Meadowdale, after a short pause, upon 
the baronet's coming to a conclusion, " they are^ 
^o doubt^ very true» There is nature in the 
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fiketchy und whenever nature is depicted,^gaod or 
bad, it must toipart some useful knowledge." 
The map of the worldj" added the barone^ 

original V only described a fine open sea, but as 
the most distant parts of th^ trackless deep were 
more ploughed by heedless but enterprising mari-' 
ners, the treacherous spots that proved fatal to 
some, became known to others, and were then 
laid down in the charts, by which thousands are 
preserved from perishing through ignorance of 
the danger, which they arc now thoroughly aware 
of." 

".England, it would appear,*' said Lord Upland, 
" is becoming as umversaily a gambling nation as 
France. When i was in that country, I was sur- 
prised to hear, that the ganuBg-bouses ha^ as much 
encouragement, during the reign of Napoleon^ as 
during the sanguinary epoch of the French revo- 
lution." 

<* That great genius,'* said Sir Walter, " was as 
imrcfa in error, by protecting the gamtHg -housefi, 
as he was in plundering the countries he conquered 
of every thing the people cherished and held most 
dear. Instead of his being looked upon as a be- 
nefactor, which he might have been by respecting 
the nationalities and improving the condition of the 
countries he subdued, he is execrated as a de-* 
spoiler and a robber, in cbnvejing away to Paris 
the relics of the people's love and of their glory. 
' I am here reminded,'' continued the baronet, " of 
some lines written by a brother officer. It is well 
known that the English, throughout France, were 
subject for a short time after the peace com^ 
loenced to the most contemptible maults, but theae 
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irare biappily stibdded, aiad mw the two tiationa^ 
instead of looking upon e^eh other a» natural 
onemiesy begin to coHBtder theiDaeivefi as natural 
frievda. The lines were evidentl]^ written under 
excited feelings^ but there is some point about 
theiti. 

' Theglorioai nm of li«aif«« rise* incite motn, 

At noon in all his beauty shines, 

And as the night draws. Bear, 

To other climeft retires. 

The while, he leaves us not in gloom: 

The pale*fao^d moon, io borrowed gleamvj 

Modestly pnrsues her comae, and, to the eye^ 

Appears a light distinct. 

Not thus in Gaol ; ftit there, her sun and moon 

Both did shine at once, as if the one were equal to the other, 

And in one sphere did make a dazzling day : 

That once brieht sun, now aheds his fading rays 

On St. Helena's Isle :— The moon remains. 

But now receives no beam by which to glow, 

And ail that's view'd i«-^-chaoa.' 

<* My friend clearly was a little gauhd when he 
formed so severe a satire upon the French people. 
He endeavours to show, that they shone as < la 
grande nation,' by the presiding genius of Napo- 
leon, and, when it ceased to influence, the coun- 
try fell to her proper level in the ^ale of nations.^' 

" I have heard it questioned," said Lord Upland, 
" whether Napoleon ever seriously intended an 
invasion of this country." 

" There can be no doubt of that fact," observed 
Sir Walter. « He collected an army of full 300,000 
men, upon the heights of Boulogne, at the same 
time, having had 'built in the inner harbour of that 
port, a very peculiar description of vessels, which 
were called * les Praams,^ intended for their con- 
veyance from the Gaulic shore to that of Albion. 
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They were a species of floating battery, very long/ 
low Upon and shallow in the water. They were 
designed that they should prove to be beneath the 

!(uns of our men-of-war and land, batteries, and, 
rom drawing so little water, capable of running 
where our fleets could not follow them. A fritd 
of their power and effectiveness, however, was 
made against one or two of our frigates whi^h 
were cruizing off the harbour, and eight or nine 
of the Praams were tak^n or destroyed. Two, if 
I recollect rightly, were brought to the Thames, 
and laid off Woolwich. The volunteer corps 
Wi^re formed about the same period, which 
presented a force of the whole adult male popu- 
lation of the country^ against the intended bold 
invader. The project, in every ^ay, appeared 
hopeless, and was instantly given up.** 

<« Napoleon calculated,'' added the Marquis o( 
Meadowdale, <*upon the distracted and apparently 
divided state of the country, but he soon learnt, 
that however parties might warmly differ on poli- 
tics, they would unite as one man, to repel a fo- 
reigh invasio^.'* 

The evening closed with a little music, and then 
some slight refreshment. 

Sir Walter Mortimer on leaving, again beheld 
the person who had excited his curiositjr a few 
evenings before. He was some paces from the 
door, and hastened away in like manner the mo- 
ment he saw the baronet. Sir Walter was now 
much astonished^ and instantly pursued him, but 
he lost all sight of him in a street off Baker-street. 
The baronet then came back to the square, with 
his curiosity most painfully increased. He appre- 
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bended be Imewnot what, btrt some danger fo 
Lady Eliza, ^oiigb there were no just grounds 
Jor alarm, tttone^ocevrred to his mind. The 
tra^ebmai^ was crying half' past twelve o'clock, 
of whofia ht maije inquiries after the mysterious 
stranger, and w^ informed him that he bad seen 
^he same figure pace for hours about the same 
spot in ftar wettther and foul, evidently wrapped 
in thoughts^ of a deep ai^d melancholy nature. 
H^ would occasionally cast his eyesnirith great 
earnestness up towards the first and second stories 
of' the marquis's mansion, be stationary for some 
time, and rapidly move on^ wheii any one passed, 
hi a contrary direction, with his face muffled in 
his cloak. ** He is a gentleman, though, I am 
sure^'^ concluded the watchman, ** and young and 
handsoQie; for upon my desiring him to go home 
and not hover about the square, which looked 
vary BUSpickHie, or I would tahke bimto the watch- 
house^ he pulkd out his purse, which appeared 
ifuiH of money, and put into my hand a crown- 
paiee^ saying < there, pay goo^ man, tahke that 
and don't roeddto with me,^I main no harm.^ 
There is something wrong in the poor gentleman's 
head, for he haids no more a shower that drancbes 
him through to the skin, than 1 do a little drop of 
the craiter to kaip mine warm." 

He appeared at this instant turning into the 
square from Gloucester PlacCj'knd was advancing 
unconsciously upon the baronet and the watch- 
man. He suddenly, checked himself upoinr seeing 
them in conversation, and immediately flew out of 
Aght The baronet stayed full an hour after, de» 
termined to speak to him, but he did not appear 
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again. He vatohed two or three following niglits, 
but he never came. 

The watchman's account interested thebarone^ . 
whose fears ^ere considerably remoyed, though 
he felt satisfied that the appearance of the.fttraiK 
ger had reference to some oranch of the Marquis 
of Meadowdale's family. He determined, hcw>- 
ever, to name all the ckcumstances to them. /He 
was prevented, however, liom carrying his reso- 
lution immediately into effect, by the busy scene 
at the mansion for three days, preparatory to 
quitting London. At length all was ready foF 
starting. The major part of the servants were 
sent on before. The marquis handed his lady 
into the carriage and four with the postillions, and 
the baronet had the felicity of attending upon 
Lady Eltzai As he shook hands with her lady* 
ship, he ventured to press it with more fervouir 
than usual, and he gladdened, his heart with the 
thought that he felt a gentle return. Lord Up«- 
land mounted the box immediately after. Then 
smack went the whips, off started the proud steedsi 
and away bounded the carriage in a moment out 
of view. 
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